
































































































































































UEC NEWS
DECEmbEr 2002

The official monthly
newsletter for Underwater
Explorers Club of Western

Australia
PO Box 1157, Booragoon 6154

Phone: 0408 833 115
(President)

Email: uec@space.net.au
www.underwaterexplorersclub.net

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CLUB

• To promote and participate in diving and its allied activities with the use of self contained
breathing equipment or other suitable apparatus.

• To encourage safety methods and procedure and to acquaint both Club Members and the
public with the facts on safety and the use of safe, reliable equipment.

• To organise social events and meetings, providing fellowship, instruction and exchange of
ideas among members.

General Meetings
You are more than welcome to attend the UEC general meetings. They are held every third Monday
(except for Public Holidays) at the Swan Yacht Club, Riverside Drive, East Fremantle. Starting at
8pm with a short report session followed by a guest speaker. There are bar facilities on the pre-
mises. Hope to see you there!

Committee Contact Details:
President & Investments: Carmine Travaglione Phone: 9356 1311 a/h, mobile: 0408 833 115
Secretary & Vice President: Steve Larter Phone: 9291 9654 a/h, mobile: 0418 949 264
Treasurer: Geoff Charlton Phone: 9354 7917, mobile: 0419 390 089
Boat Officer: Peter Horton Phone: 9448 5804 a/h, mobile: 0417 930 124
Boat Officer: Gary Browne Phone: 9337 9836a/h, mobile: 0409 886 729
Dive Officer: Kerry Ashton Phone: 9331 2385 a/h
Training Officer: Mark Sach Phone: 9417 7008 a/h
Safety Officer: Mark Maddern Phone: 9293 3251 a/h, mobile: 0422 068 870
Equipment Officer: Sandy Webb Phone: 9339 5936 a/h, mobile: 0407 993 395
Social Officer: Malcolm Roberts Phone: 9276 6607 a/h, mobile: 0411 353 641
PR & Web Officer: Susie Ashton Phone: 9331 2385, mobile: 0417 993 141
UEC News Editor: Stina Frantzich Phone 9341 4612 a/h

Please notify editor if any of the above details are incorrect! Thank you!



WELCOME to New Members
Rex Burke, Booragoon

Wolfgang and Oliver Leeb, City Beach
Werner Steiner, Lucerne, Switzerland

From the Editor
Hello and welcome to the first issue with myself, Stina Frantzich as the editor of UEC News! With
my other half Sean Gardiner, I will put this magazine together in 2003. Special thank you to Susie
for all your hard work so far - you are a hard act to follow! As this is your newsletter, our UEC
members, I would love to hear from you! Been diving anywhere nice? Seen some colourful fish?
Whatever it is, please do not hesitate to send us an email at stina@moosecat.com.au.

The AGM took place on the 18th of November at the Swan Yacht Club and the club Awards were
presented. Many deserving members were recognised for their work and commitment to the club
during 2002 which included selling the old club boat, buying the new club boat and selling the unit
among many other things! Thank you also to our outgoing committee members; Dallis, Julie, Bob
and Clive.

Please see below for all the award recipients for 2002

Club Person of the Year: Bob McLaughlin
Boat Person of the Year: Gary Browne
Most Safety Conscious Member of the Year: Clive Cass
Diver of the Year: Mark Maddern

Awards of Merit:
Malcolm Roberts - for his cooking Dallis Golding - for “social” work
Liz Kerry - for her lovely jams & marmelades Julie Helbers - for secreterial work
Susie Ashton - for a great web site Mark Sach - for help and advice
Kerry Ashton - for help and advice Steve Larter - for diving
Annie Boyd - for the new UEC domain name Sandy Webb - for help and advice
Warren Cummings - for assistance in selling the boat
Peter Horton - for continuous work with the boat/s.

Appreciation Awards (for their help on the new club boat):

Geoff Geard Sean Edmett
Rachael Stone Vince Page
Maureen Oenen Robin Sheppard
Maureen Cox Carol Travaglione
Alison Keen Robert Stagg
Margaret Pettigrew Trevor Walker
Bill Pettigrew Rick Young
Geoff Charlton David Zuiddam
Luv Fauvet Robert Kaminaga
Pat Troy Jenni Ross
Maree Casley Carl Anders
Dennis Stubberfield Richard Dembowski
Belinda Palmer Tony Palmer
Susie Ashton Lisa Smeaton
Warren Cummings Mike Smeaton



From the President
We are Debt Free!!

Yes, we have paid off our boat from the proceeds of the sale of the unit in Myaree.
Now we can start to plan our next adventure for our club. In preparation for this next step, I suggest
we firstly take a good look at our club and re-evaluate our direction by remembering our past, being
mindful of the present and plan our future. I am not trying to reinvent the wheel because what I have
just suggested is not new. What is new is, we, as a club, have reached a level similar to one of the
safe levels of that popular TV show, Who Wants To Be A Millionaire.

Some of the more successful organisations always remember their core business. Ours is diving.
We have just recently gone to a lot of trouble to purchase a new echo sounder. Once installed, this
will be an important tool in rejuvenating our diving programme. We need to go and explore new
sites, find new ground, discover new wrecks, register new marine species.

“Ho, Ho, he’s joking” you say, “Carmine’s finally lost his marbles!!”

I’m quite serious and I still have a deep and resonant voice. I guess what I am really trying to say is
that our precious leisure time should not be governed by the same roller coaster mentality of our
normal lives in which we seem always too busy to plan what to do next because we are trying to
cope with the present.

We have time! We are no longer under pressure! We’ve reached a safe level!
Let us still keep this a merry club and enjoy our social occasions, share a good wine with good
company, canoe down the Blackwood, cruise up the river but at the same time lets keep our rudder
firmly on course and develop further our public profile as a respected and professional diving
organization. This will ensure that our club will remain strong and be a source of pride to all
members both past, present and future.

I will, of course, be extending my season’s greetings to most of you personally at the Christmas
meeting and party, to be held at our house on Friday the 13th of December, but it would be remiss
of me not to do so in my Christmas report, both for the sake of tradition and for those of you who
cannot attend.

Have a Merry and Safe Christmas everybody, and may your New Year be not only a prosperous one
but also exciting and memorable and full of joy.

Carmine

DIVING DELIGHTS
Season’s greetings and happy diving to all!
With great pleasure and optimism I have taken on the role of your diving officer. Pleasure, because
it is all about diving; optimism because we have our new boat to dive from. We now have the ability
to expand our already considerable diving program. Whilst I have a number of ideas to phase in,
please do not hesitate to ply me with suggestions or wish lists. It may be a simple request for one of
our legendary dive sites, that for one reason or another you haven’t dived yet. Get your requests in
early and I will slot them into the program if appropriate. It is YOUR boat - do not hesitate to use or
book her. Club rules will of course apply.

See you diving!
Kerry



Training Report

Well another year is on us and I would like to thank you all for giving me this opportunity to run the
training for our club in 2003. My aim this year is to not only increase our knowledge of diving but
to conduct some First Aid Training. If we sit still we will gather weed just like our boat so get out
there and think up new things for her to do. I would appreciate feedback from you, the members,
with regards to what you would like to achieve with your diving this year rather than going through
the same motions as every other year.

To start off, my first training session will be a Table Refresher session held at the Swan Yacht Club
at 7:30 PM on Monday the 13th of Jan 2003.

Skippers and Dive Officers

With the purchase of a new Echo sounder I have had to quickly establish a sub committee and
enlisted the aid of one of our old salts Dennis. So even with the full swing of the Silly season upon
us, once our new acquisition is installed we will all have to learn how to use it as well as  some of
the other electronic gismos we have at our aid. These sessions will be held in the evening on the
boat. I will try to organise a time that is convenient for us all. However, if you miss out on the
training, do not fade away as I will try to arrange the training for you at one of the impromptu
midweek sessions.

For all our DO’s and expiring Do’s this year I would like to include you in more of the training  so
you can  get a hands on approach with the new procedures we have put in place on the new boat. As
these develop, I would also like to see a day where our DO’s actually go through some of the
motions of the recent skipper training

Happy diving!

Mark

SAFETY SECTION
Well, hello everybody and thank you for entrusting me with the role of safety officer. The role is one
which involves working with the committee and club members to ensure that past “incidents” are
not repeated, and preferably, to prevent their occurrence in the future. Quite an important responsibility
really!

I have recently been working towards my PADI Dive Master certification and a large part of this
qualification is learning the responsibilities of a “dive professional” when supervising certified
divers. It is quite sobering to learn about all of the things that can go wrong whilst diving recreationally.
That said, when done responsibly, diving is a very safe past time as the enviable safety record of
UEC proves. I believe that it is important to be pro-active on safety issues and the key to maintaining
this safety record is regular training. In this regard, I intend to work with our new training officer
Mark Sach, in running training days that benefit all club members.

With a new boat there are always safety issues to consider. The first of these that I will address is the
purchase of a propeller guard for the inflatable outboard motor. Navigationally challenged divers
(like Malcolm for example), who surface away from the boat are often towed back by the inflatable.
This appears to be the standard procedure as there is very little space inside the inflatable to
accommodate divers. From personal experience of being towed in this fashion, I can attest that
body parts often come in very close proximity to the rotating propeller, which I’m sure you’ll agree



Building / Investment Report
This could well be the last building report for some time!
Why??
Because we no longer have a building!

Some of you older members are probably a bit miffed that we have sold the unit, because you put in
so much work to get it in the first place, but let me assure you that we, on the committee, have not
taken this step lightly. The unit was for some time becoming a millstone around our necks principally
because it was difficult to re-lease and it was getting older, in a bunch of units where a significant
percentage of them were vacant; not to mention our ongoing problems with Darryl next door. We
actually tried to lease it through our member agent, Bruce Porter for some 4 or 5 months with no
success. To procure a good tenant would have involved spending about $15,000 on an upgrade with
no guarantee of repayment of our investment. Eventually the club would have experienced financial
hardship and this may have precipitated in an unsavory environment between the members and the
committee.

Having avoided possible disaster I am happy to formally announce that our unit at Myaree has been
sold and has settled. The money is in our bank albeit for a short time, as at the last committee
meeting it was resolved that we repay our loan to Tenendum. This will of course mean we will be
totally debt free with some money left in the bank to be used for other purposes or saved so that we
can perhaps invest the excess funds in the future. I want to extend my thanks and those of the UEC
to Bruce Porter for his assistance. He has assured me that one day all of you may meet him as now
that we have a new boat, he may even come diving.

I have accepted the position of Building/Investment officer for the club because as we slowly save
our pennies I will keep my eye out for something that the club can invest in such that we slowly
become even stronger financially than we are.

Carmine

is not an ideal situation. Sean, who has association with Scarborough Surf lifesaving club where
propeller guards are used on all inflatables, has kindly agreed to do some groundwork on the
procurement of a propeller guard.

Another issue requiring immediate attention is the condition of the fold-down steps at the rear of
the boat, that are used for diver access. Whilst a commendable job was done by club members
painting said steps (and the rest of the boat), they do become very slippery when wet (steps that is
- divers too, actually!). Therefore discussions are under way in regard to the application of a non-
slip surface to alleviate the problem. Finally, if anybody feels there are safety issues they wish to
raise, feel free to do so at club meetings or with me personally.

INTERESTING WEBSITE OF THE MONTH

One of the best Australian Scuba sites is the “Diveoz” website available at: www.diveoz.com.au

It has an interesting selection of photo galleries and info on diveshops, divesites and general diving
related news. Undoubtedly, the highlight is the discussion forum where a frank and often amusing
exchange of ideas takes place. There are even a couple of UEC members who regularly post messages
on the forums. Check it out!

Marcus



PR Report
My first task as your new PR Person will be to encourage all members to become a proud owner of
our nice club T-shirt (the grey one with blue collar and printed logotype). So, here is your chance to
buy yourself a worthy Christmas present! Please contact me by the general meeting on 13th December
to let me know what size you want. Don’t miss out this time! It will take another year before next
order.

Maree is organizing special UEC car number plates that include the club’s name and our beloved
seahorse. The plates must be ordered and paid for in groups of ten, so anyone wanting these plates,
ring Maree on 9457 3333 to let her know. Cost is $160 and you can select the number you want (as
long as no-one else has reserved it). Maree says: “It will take a couple of months to organize, which
gives you plenty of time to purchase a new car to display it on if your current auto is a bit shabby.”

Social Snippets
Christmas is nearly here and don’t we know it. With summer upon us we have lots of great social
events coming up. 2003 promises to be a fantastic year with the UEC as we make the most of our
new boat, with both diving and social events. In addition to non-diving social events we have a
couple of weekends away planned including dives on the Perth and the Swan. Watch this space!

Friday 13th December - (Not so) Black Friday UEC December club meeting. 7pm
The annual Christmas Party will be held at the traditional venue of Trav’s lush gardens and pool
side. We kick off at 7pm and when we  hold a short general meeting before the festivities start.
Bring your own EVERYTHING this year! (food, drinks, salad, plates, cutlery, glass, chair... why
not the whole kitchen sink?)

Saturday 21st December Crayfish dive and BBQ 12 noon
8:30 am departure from Challenger Harbour for the boat. A one-tank dive to gather some crayfish
to share at the BBQ. Non-divers can meet the boat for the BBQ near Mead’s Fish Gallery on the
Mosman Park river foreshore at noon. BYO everything including a chair or blanket. This will be a
very relaxing afternoon, a respite from the madness of Christmas. Ring diving officer (Kerry) to
book in for the dive.

Sunday 26th January The Infamous annual Skyshow river cruise. 5pm
The boat will leave Swan Yacht Club at 5pm and return very late. Party! Party! Party! Join your
fellow UEC revellers as we head down the river to anchor up to watch the Skyshow. The boat will
be decked out “True Blue” in the colours of the flag and we need you to dress in the same 3 colours.
Use your imagination. Prize for the best dressed! $25 per head. BYO drinks. Nibblies, ice-filled
eskies and a selection of yummy food provided. No under 18’s. This event is always popular. Only
40 places available so BOOK EARLY!

Saturday 8th February Hawaiian night on the Underwater Explorer.
Grass skirts, hibiscus flowers and of course pineapples! Wear your loudest Hawaiian shirt. (The
boat will be Hawaiianised for the night so you can be too.) Full details of what Dallis has in store
for this great night in next month’s newsletter, but you can diarise it now and put your name down
so you don’t miss out.

Lists for names for up-coming events will be available at club meetings, or you can email me at
concept1@iinet.net.au or phone 9276 6607, leaving a message if necessary.

Malcolm



Rotto Holiday February/March 2003
The demand for the chalets for Feb/March 2003 has been great. The long weekend is now fully
booked with 23 people booked in.

The week has 19 people booked and room for a few more. I’m sure they’ll fill up soon. There is one
more bed available.

Where possible comfy folding beds will be provided to make room for more fun loving divers
wishing to dive, party and relax in the sun for a few fantastic days.

Also we are taking names for a waiting list for the long weekend and the week as sometimes our
plans change. Every effort will be made to accommodate everyone who wants to come.

The cost will be approx $320 (week) and $160 (long weekend) depending on the number of dives
taken, and includes transport from Fremantle to Rotto and back again. For more info please contact
Clive Cass 9336 4004 or at clivecass@iinet.net.au.

The dates are:
WEEK: Sat 22 February to Fri 28 February 2002
Payment schedule:
· Payment of $50 due 23 November2002
· Final payment $270 due 15 January 2003

LONG WEEKEND: Fri 28 February to Mon 3 March 2002

Payment schedule:
· Payment of $50 due 23 November2002
· Final payment $110 due 15 January 2003

Payments are refundable up until 15 January 2003. After 15 January refunds can be made where
replacements can found and there is no loss to the club.

Note: Where space is available non-divers are welcome. Approximate costs are $170 for the week
and $95 for the weekend

Please indicate your interest by completing the form at the back of this issue and returning it to
Clive Cass.

I also believe in exposure in the local press (and Dive Log) and will submit articles. As they always
want photos with the text, I was hoping that you divers on the 21st could wear something Chrissy
on your heads after the dive, and smile to the camera when you see me approaching.
WEB SITE

I am working on a brand new look and have also re-submitted the new site name
(underwaterexplorersclub.net) to the search engines.

Susie
kasdive@iinet.net.au
phone 9331 2385



DIVERS!

Please board boat at 0745 (Challenger Harbour, Fremantle) for 0800 departure (if other time not
scheduled).

DIVE BOOKINGS preferred by e-mail kasdive@iinet.net.au or phone 9331 2385, stating name
and date for dive on the answering machine.

Please DO NOT contact the skipper or DO to discuss weather conditions. They will decide on the
day, at the boat, if weather is suitable for the trip to proceed.

The club meetings are held at Swan Yacht Club, Riverside Drive, East Fremantle.

CLUB CALENDAR

DECEMBER EVENT Skipper/DO or Venue
Friday 13 @ 1900 General meeting and Christmas Party Carmine’s place
Sunday 15 Skipper’s choice Peter / Kerry
Saturday 21 @ 0830 Christmas dive (1 tank) & BBQ Bob/Clive
Sunday 22 Swirl Reef Geoff C / Gary
Saturday 28 Carnac Island (1-tank + Harbour lunch) Kerry/Clive
Sunday 29 Parker Point TBA / Carl
January Event Skipper/DO or Venue
Saturday 4 Jackson’s Rock Bob / Clive
Sunday 5 West End Geoff C / Kerry
Monday 6 @ 20.00 Committee Meeting Swan Yacht Club
Saturday 11 Murray’s Chambers (1-tank) Carmine / Mark
Sunday 12 Orizaba wreck (3 site option) Dennis / Clive
Friday 17 Orizaba wreck (3 site option) Bob / Steve
Saturday 18 West End Bob / Steve
Sunday 19 Kerry’s Caverns Peter / Carl
Monday 20 @20.00 General meeting Swan Yacht Club
Saturday 25 Exploratory dive Geoff C / Clive
Sunday 26 @ 17.00 Australia Day Skipper: Kerry
February Event Skipper/DO or Venue
Saturday 1 West End (3 site option) Bob / Steve
Sunday 2 Parker Point drop-off Geoff C / Steve
Saturday 8 Sausage Reef Dennis / Carl
Saturday 8 Hawaiian Night aboard U.E.
Sunday 9 Deep dive (30 m) Geoff G / Mark
Saturday 15 Stragglers (1-tank) Carmine / Kerry
Sunday 16 Martin’s Arches (3 site option) Peter / Carl
Saturday 22 Rottnest Mini Holiday



CLUB NOTICE BOARD
Engagement News!!!
We had an email from UEC member David Zuiddam with
some great news!
“ Hi, Guess what..... The unimaginable has finally happened.
And you probably thought it would never happen, but it has
and I’m soooo happy words can’t convey. Yep I’m engaged
and am getting married (yes I did say married) on the 15th
March 2003. Sharon and I became engaged on Mon. the 2nd
of Dec. You’ll find attached a pic. of us on our way out to a
cocktail party last month”.

For Sale!!!
Male Wetsuit from Dive, Sea and Surf, as new condition, black
with red trim, pant size 31/2, top size 4 with buckle crotch
strap. All yours for the bargain price of $50!
Please contact Robin on 9335 7730 (a/h) or email
RobPSheperd@aol.com

The End

CONSERVATION CORNER
Call to end shark finning practices in Australian waters

Shark finning involves the cruel and wasteful practice of slicing off the shark’s fin and throwing the
rest of the flailing shark overboard, where it is left to bleed to death, drown or be attacked by
predators. Sold to feed a demand for an ancient Asian delicacy-shark fin soup- shark fins are now
one of the world’s most expensive fisheries products; a single Basking shark fin can be sold in
China for USD15,000.

In 1999 NSW became the first Australian State to place a ban on the inhumane practice of finning,
while in June 2000 the United States House of Representatives voted overwhelmingly in favour of
passing a Bill that would ban shark finning in all US waters. While neither of these bans prohibits
he sale of the fins, they do prohibit the landing or possession of any shark fin that is not still
attached to the carcass.

As a part of the Australian Government’s commitment to develop a National Plan of Action for the
Management and Conservation of sharks in Australian waters, the Government is currently
developing its policy on shark finning.

Your help is needed to ensure that the cruel and wasteful practices associated with shark finning do
not continue to occur in Australian water!

Write to the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Warren Truss MP, Parliament House,
Canberra ACT 2600 or fax (02) 6273 4120, and support the development of a strong National Plan
of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks, which includes a national ban on shark
finning practices.

And the good news is that Thai Airlines have removed shark fin soup from their in-flight menues.
Source: Humane Society International



To Clive Cass
Underwater Explorers Club
PO Box 1157
BOORAGOON WA 6154

Name/s ……………………………………………………………………

I would like to book on with UEC at Rottnest Island for a great
time diving, relaxing and partying for:

the week from 22 February to 28 February 2003.

the long weekend from 28 February to 3 March 2003 (waiting list)

My initial deposit of $50 per person is enclosed.
(cheques payable to Underwater Explorers Club of WA)


