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TRAINING by JOHN PASKULICH

Tuesday 18th January

7 pm Exam part 2 for Group 1
8 pm Theory lectures for Group 2

Answers to Quick Quiz in December issue,

i )
ii
iii
ivo
vi
vii

e Nt Sl Vet il s

viii)

Volume of a gas varies inversely as pressure
applied.

2,0 ats

100 Kpa

0p 21%, N2 78% €Oy -0,03%

Sound travels much quicker ‘underwater
Sinus squeeze

This is a sign of the "bends" (itches),
First aid would include 05 treatment and
rest followed by recompression in a chamber,
20 metres/minute,
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FROM THE CHAIR by MALCOLM FERRIER

Those old blank page blues; that's what afflicts me.-
"now, Where is the steady ooze of novel and captiva-
ting thoughts that issue up from the dank recesses

of my mind? Wwhy, on a good day I can summon up enough
tommy rot to put a backbencher to sleep; but today...
heck I dont know., You see, a president's report is
supposed to be inspirational., It is meant to have you
positively slavering to join in the Club's affairs,
The club motto- now there,s an inspiring little numbey
"veni et vedi",.. come and see(or "I came and I saw",
there,s a bit of disagreement about this), anyway,

it is a very apt motto for a club that pioneered

a lot of the underwater territory in this state,

But coming and seeing do not neccesarily go together,
If you are one of those high speed divers who zap—
about looking for creatures to slaughter, it,s un-
likely that you will be having a great aesthetic
experience underwater, But if you look; really look;
the sea can provide you with much more that a feed,
Remember those spring days when you were a kid;

lying on the lawn for hours watching the ants and

the beetles? Well, I dont know about you, but the -
sea is about the only place that I can get that feel-
ing of involvement with the natural world now, Thats

why I get a bit 'peeved when I see foolish people destroying

it, Look after the briny, ILeave it in the same condi
that you found it, You will only be on this planet
for the blink of a cosmological eye but there may be
people a million years from now trying to get a bit
of pleasure and a feed from the sea, That's what
those greedy, shortsighted politicians in Tasmania
‘are unable to appreciate, For the sake of alleviating
a trivial economic problem which will scarcely be —
remembered in half a centnry, they are taking some-
thing priceless away from every human being who will
ever inhabit this world,

Anyway, have a good year-and- "veni et vedi",
-2 -

Those of us that are planning our trip to the
Abrolhos Islands this or any other year might be
interested in the follow1ng annotated bibliography.

Edwarés, H, 1966 Islands of Angry Ghosts,
Aust, Angus and Robertson,

A two part adventure story of the doomed voyage of
the Dutch East India Company vessel 'Batavia!

wrecked off the coast of Western Australia in 1629,
Vivid descriptionsof mutiny, terror and personal
recollections reflect this historical event, part
two is concerned with the Australian underwater
expidition which surveyed the 'Batavia' and recovered
relics, ——

Hugh Edwards is a journalist/diver from Perth whose
work includes the Dutch wrecks 'Zeewyk' (1727),
'Batavia' (1629) and 'Gilt Dragon' (1656). In 1964 he
won the Lovekin Prize, awarded by the University

of W,A, for outstanding newspaper reporting, for

his articles on the !'Zeewyk' wreck,

'Islands of Angry Ghosts' won the 1966 Sir Thomas
White Memorial prize ‘for the best book by an
Australian author

TR RE kR hk R
Three hundred metres southwest of South Mole
lie the remains of the "LYGNERN", A Swedish apple
boat, she was wrecked on Beagle rocks when an
industrial wrangle forced her out of the harbour,
This was in 1928, It is a good dive, though a bit
hazardous at weekends due to boat traffic,
Look for her boiler near the striped channel marker,
The rest of the wreck is well scattered as she has
been used for demolition practice by the SAS.

- 15 -

UEC NEWS JANUARY 1982



COBLENTERATA OR PLATHELMINTHES by JOAN SEWELL

If you want to know what my title is I suggest you do
" the Marine Biology I course at Fremantle Tech, A few
of us from the U.E.C. have recently completed this

course, with Colin Wilson at the wheel guiding us through
_a maze of scientific names and opening our eyes to aspects

of the ocean we never ieally through about,  in fact we

enjoyed outselves so much most of us are contlnulng with
Marine Biology II,
was the introduction to identification and naming of

marine life, at least to phyllum and order - heaps of new

words which eventually roll off the tongue as you swim
around the bottom, Those funny things - purple with
holes are recognisable'end you begin to know where it
fits—into—-the scheme of things and how it wrks, In —
" other words a dive is not a dive, its a whole new adven-
ture of discovery and armed with my trusty camera even
the most borlng country has new meanlng. Enrolments at
Fremantle Tech on 15th’ February, watch newspapers for
details,

ITTT T TN

While it is unlikely that yow will find a stone fish
in Perth waters, it has a few relatives that can lay
you in bed for a day or two,  The Gurnard Perch is (
common, as is the Red Scorpion cod, OK, I'll give you
the Latin; Neosebastes pandus and Scorpaenaa  sumptuosa,
Then there is the Fortescue (Centropogon australls)
“and ‘the Red Firefish (Pter105 Volitans), .

Now I dont propose to describe all this little horrors
to you, but it's worth finding out what they 106k like,
I've seen a Red Scorpion Cod on the Sepia and another
out of Mandurah, '

~.r

g 7 .
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The part of the course I most enj??ed

”Thls is it folks -~ after 20 odd years we have a home
.come and join us in a rip roaring celebration to make

 *®%xr¥x* The U ,E.C, has great pleasure inviting ##*%w%xs

you, your famlly and friends. to their

CLUBL_I}O'USE__ oém;_i;vq )
CELEBRATION PARTY

ON
SATURDAY 22ND JANUARY
7.30 PM

AT
_UNIT 1, 14-22 SHIELDS _CRESENT
. BOORAGOON
$5 per person : includes all drlnks*
supperfand music,
Dress - casual _
**%kkt% * PBeer, wine and non alchollc selection ****ux

o e e

this a night to remember, This celebration postpones
the night dive at Lake Leshenaultia which will take plac

at a date to be advertised,

NOTES FOR YOUR SOCIAL DIARY - 26th February Film nght

'at_Club House ~ details next magazlpe

26th March Fundraising Games Night at Club House - most
important to keep this night available,

Thfhk
NOMINATIONS
HARWOOD Steven 72 Gerald Road SPEARWOOD
- 3 -
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BEWARE OF THE 'ALXIMOS' by JOHN LUTEY

The Alkimos which lies just off shore & few miles south
of two rocks has developed for itself quite a reputation,
However it has not become well known for its record

b reaking sea passages, its beauty, or even its years of
faithfull service, It's noteriety stems from its ability
to catch fire, run aground, break tow lines, supposedly
cause financial ruin and death and last but not least for
its resident ghost,

The reputation of the 'Alkimos'! was nearly front page news -

again a few years back when I though I was going to becr 2
its latest victim, '

It was Easter 1979 and two dozen or more of the UEC were
having their annual long weekend at Yanchep, On-the
Saturday a group of divers set out on the 'Nancy-D' to
dive on the 'Alkimos', The weather was not the best, it
was overcast and a fair breeze was blowing from the North,
We anchored a hundred odd metres down wind of the wreck and
as 0/C for the day I buddied up the divers aboard,

Anne Smith and I went in a foursome with a newly trained
'couple We surveyed the wreck from the outside bow to
‘stern ‘on the sheltered side,

For those of you who haven't seen the ‘'Alkimos' let me
digress a little to describe it, The vessel is Virtually
‘fully intact, its back is broken and in about the midships
some large sectlons of the sides of the hull have been
removed, More plates have been removed from the port or
'north side of the hull than from the starboard side.

Back to the story - As we swar - past the largest hole in
the starboard side of the hull I poked my head inside, just
itching to det in andhave a look about, Anne didnt appear
too enthusiastic and I didnt think it would be wise to take

- 4 -
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for a replacement, The model I was s.

will be replaced by another mogel afte

Christmas - don't-get caught for spares
OFF THE SHELF CORRECTIVE GOGGLES i
These are more like waterproof glasses., The goggles
consist of a light-weight waterproof assembly with
two lenses; eye to lens distance is the same as that
of ordlnary lenses, Aga in the lenses come already
ground, in a range of standard values. The individu:
lenses can easily be removed and installed, Price
$71,50, o
ADVANTAGES:

Price-cheaper than the mask and even
prescription lenses when you take into
account the cost of the mask you supplv
Wide field of vision and no ring effeci
because the lenses are close to your
eyes, -
Easy to get used to - just the same as
~ wearing glasses on land,
_ Replacement lenses can be supplled in
one day (ex Perth) to one week(ex
Melbourne)
Light with a small displacement volume,
DISADVANTAGES: Sealing~ only one size mask is availakl.
and this won't fit everyone,
I found I need to wear my godgles under
my hood ‘to achieve a good seal around
_my eyes, This is a bit of a hassle.
You will look like a koala bear,

This report'isbased on a very limited sample, I'm
sure you will find other alternatives if you look around
perth, So, if youre thlnklng about ‘correcting your

underwater vigiion, give it a go,

I've never heard'

of anyone drownlng from short91ghtedness, but i'm
sure you'll increase your diving pleasure if you go
for another pair of eyes,

.= 13 -
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install the faceplate for the model
you have selected, Some models are
secured with screws, These seem to

be the best bet, Check that you can
obtain spares readily, or even better,.
buy a spare faceplate now., Masks with

two separate faceplates are a good idea _
also and will save on lenses if anything

is broken, Try your new mask out oh
several dives before submitting it fbr
modification, A mask which fits per-
fectly in the shop will behave differ- (
ently when you are wearing a hood, and
a demand valve stuck in your mouth,
OFF THE SHELF MASK WITH CORRECTION
These are similar to an ordinary mask but lenses are.
ground into the faceplate, The faceplates come,
already ground, in a range-of standard values, You
select a mask which is the best approx1matlon to your
Spectacle prescription, The brand I was shown was
made in Italy and appeared to be hlgh quallty all
over. It had ha;dened glass ) Prlce $97.50.
ADVANTAGES- If you are lucky you can be d1v1ng with
your new mask in as little as two days
- if there is a suitable mask in Perth,
The ring ‘effect around the lenses is not
as severe because the lenses are ground
1nto the faceplate rathxr than stuck on, (
‘The field of vision is also larger,
DI SADVANTACES- You can wait as much as six weeks for
a suitable mask to be freighted. The
‘main cost of the mask is the faceplate
' ~ if you break it you will be paying
* ' almost the full new cost.

- 12 -
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the two novices into the confined spaces so we
continued to swim along the outside,

After we had toured the hull-my three companions
wished to return to the 'Nancy-D', Having seen them
safely on their way I lept at the chance to go inside
the 'Alkimos' alone.

Now digressing again 'slightly let me explain that I
am a strong believer in the buddy system and if divers
are buddied up, it is their duty to look after each
other, ""'But if someoneyichesto dive on their own, they
must be prepared to take tHe consequences if the need

; \rlses

Back to the story agaln - the inside of the" 'Alklmos'
was a jumbled mess of pieces of machinery and sheets of
steel and the whole ship creaked and groaned ag water
passing through the hull moved things about. A& pile of
-ballast—-Bricks were lying on—the bottom and naturally
I'availed myself of one for a momento, After having
inspected the hold I was in, I moved through a large
opening in the bulkkead which lead towards the bow
section, I had just passed through the opening and
was dec1d1ng in which direction to swim when without
warnlng T was spunl around vlplently several times,

I was completely powerless agairist fhe force of the water
and would liken the sensation as to ‘being caught in

a dumper while' body surflng at the beach, My biggest
fear was of beihg thrust > n one of the many jagged piec
‘of metal about the place, or of being extruded through

(‘ne of ‘the small holes in the side of the hull,

When spinning stopped ~ immediately swam onto the
bottom hoping to find calmer conditions or some securc
hand holds if the procedure was to be repeated. With
a pounding heart I hurried out through the bulkhead
and across the first hold I had inspected, stopping
only momentarily to pick up a ballast brick to replace
the one I had dropped during the malstrom., Then it was
out through the side of the hull and back to the sec uri’

-5 -
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f the l"‘ancy---D'
My hectic few moments within the 'Alkimes' were not
aused by some supernatural or even extra-terrestrial
ower rather by theswells coming from the north and entering
he hull through the large openings on that sgide of the
reck, Because the openings on the south side are smaller
he water increases its velocity to complete its journey
hrough the hull (For the technically minded a venturi action
g8).. _The
te ohe a

i are not
)\PPD ent CAS well % ];ﬂ e}? t%e%g?ngg%g ?:Ceh%ﬁfgq%gu?gq%lke a scu

iver in a -large washlng machine,

I hope I havent .put anyone .off diving or snorkelllng on
he 'Alkimos' because it is interesting, plus it is a

ovelty to dive on a wreck that can be recognised as a ship
nd not just a scattering of remains around a reef.. However
ake care and only dive in the calmest of anditions.

s kededok ke

HE COBBLER OR ESTUARINE CATFISH "Cnidoglanis macrocephalus®,
ommon in the Swan River, has three venomous spines: a dorsal
pine and two in the pectoral fins,
n the spines, On being stung, the yictim feels sudden
ntense pain and possibly breathlesness, Treat the wound by
shing it in salt water and then by immersing it is water as
ot as the patient can stand, This will bring immediate
elief but the pain will return if the heat is removed,

o it may be neccessary to keep it immersed for some time
ntil the venom is dispersed naturally,

nd remember, even dead or frozen cobblers can sting,

his treatment is also valid for stingray wounds,

‘EC NEWS JANUARY 1982

The venom is omtained in sacs

.\.

FOR THE SHORTSIGHTED DIVER by TONY EPTON

Four months ago I decided-I was missing out on seeing
a lot of things underwater - crayfish, groper, buddies
running out of air, the dive boat,.....

Here is some information and experience I gained while
visiting two opticians in West Perth: OPSM and Oscar
Humphries,
Although prices may have changed in the meantime,

I hope this article will be useful to those divers who

ar spectacles on land,

as I have been amazed at the

extra detail that I can now see below when wearing
corrective goggles,

Basically you have three main ch01ces when buying
corrective goggles/masks-.

1.

PRESCRIPTION LENSES FITTED TO YOUR MASK

The optician will measure and test your eyes, have -

lenses ground specifically for your eyes,
them to the faceplate of your mask,

and cement
The lenses are

hardened, will take about one week to grind and fit

and will cost

about $60, You should of course add

to this the original cost of your mask,

ADVANTAGES-

DI SADVANTAGES

SUGGESTIONS.

Your visiion is corrected exactly.

As there are many masks on the market
suitable for this modification, you car
choose one which will fit your rugged,
highly individual face without leakinc.

- The lenses do not fill the whole visua

field - you will experience a distract:
ring around the edge of the lense,
Keep your current mask as a backup and
buy a new mask for the lenses,

Check that it is easy to remove and

-~11 -
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the -Abrolhos Easter trip, In September 1842 the
barqgue 'Ocean (Queen' was wrecked near Pelsart Island.
The crew landed on the island and buried a box of
specie (money) there, After ten days they set out

for Fremantle in the ship's boats. The skipper,
Captain Scott, bought the wreck at auction and
hurried back to the Abrolhos to dig up the loot. He
did'nt find it, Fair dinkum!.The stuff could still
be there! Those wishing to put their names down
please form an orderly cueue,

Now here's a case of upward mobility. The humble -
wrasse, (plentlful at Rottnest) is born female and

later a propontlon of ther turn into males, If the .

male numbers—are~depleted, pore TGCKYy women get
promoted,

In the Red -Sea there is a small nocturnal fish
that has special ducts under its eyes that provide
a home for light emitting bacteria, Consider that,
The fish gets headlights and the greeblies get to
ride around with the big kids, Talk about mixed
doubles, -

Editor's note» Thanks are extended to the female
wrasse for conscientious devotion to the beautifica-
tion of Rottnest Island,

NOTICE OF MOTION
mhat the club purchase from Malibu DlVlng Centre ,

a portable filling compressor. for the price . of. $2590.‘

MARTIN SMITH
, N - 10 -
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DIVING by MARTIN SMITH

Well we are now into the new year and ‘it looks as if th
hot weather has come in with a vengeance

The small boats trip on the 9th January was to the
Orizaba and luck was with us at long last - we found it.

It's good to see an upsurge in the number of members
owning small boats, perhaps we'll see a return to those
heady days of fiveé years’ ago when we had thirteen boats
on one ‘dive at Mandurah, The dive at the Beauvard Reef.
near Mandurah on the 16th Of Januaty fllled rapldly and
again promises to be an excellent day out,

The long weekend at the end of January is at the Caves
Caravan—Park—at—Yallingup. —1 have rewerved 6 camp sites
For moreinformation, give me a call. Those who went las
year to Canal Rocks will know what a great time we all
had,

Looking ahead, the boat trip to Rotto on the 6th Feb,
will be the flrst for thé year, 8o lets make it a good
one.’

SR AR
In order to support our prlnters in thelr time consuming
task each month, we'd like to make the following request
of wrlters submitting typed articles,
a) 55 letters per line including spaces,
b) 35 lines per page including blank line
c) deadline committee meetlng, preferably

general meeting
ktkdk
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RESFARCH by TIBI

"n December 18 we headed out to the western side of
Garden Tsland to look for the Twinkling Star.
Going on the survivors accounts of the wrecking of
the ship, she should be on a reef beside an upright
rock surrounded by three fathoms of water, three
quarters of a mile due west from a hill called Mt,
Haycock.
The only such feature shown on the chart is only
half a mile from shore and not exactly due west,
That was the site we searched without finding anything,
We made the five fathom bank our second dive where
visibility was brilliant but the bottom boring.
on the way back we lined up Mt Haycock and headed
eastwards for it, The echo sounder picked up two .
spots where the bottom came up to three fathoms, Next
time we willhave a look at those,
Talking about wrecks, they are not always where they
sink, just take the Orizaba, On my first dive it went
missing and hasn't been located since,

our club which has been finding and visiting wrecks for

some 30 years, still has no accurate record on how to
relocate them. Many dives have been organised to
known wrecks without finding them, because those who
«new were not there,

Steve 0ddy is willing to collect all. information
available from our members and with charts, compile
the information into reference folders which can be
picked up from the library and taken on boat trips.
Steve would like to hear from anyone who Xnows how
to find wrecks around WA,

-8 -
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POTPOURRI by MALCOLM FERRIER

And now, a mishmash of maritime miscellany to
elevate your eclectric esotericisity (and to reinforce
your distaste for alliteration).

Sailing ship terms-

'Clipper' is a title of honour given to a ship of
unusual speed and keauty.

‘Crojick' a square sail set upon the lower yard of
the mizzen mast, The mizzen is the aft mast, so that
if you stood at the rear of the ship, the crojick
would be the closest sail to you.

The 'scuttle butt' is the fresh water cask usually
located on the main deck amidships, Like the present
day water cooler it became a gathering place for
sailors shirking their duties. Thus shipboard gossip
became known as scuttle butt,

tFuttock shrouds' are iron bars to which the topmast
rigging is secured. A pity really. A term like that
couldbe put to better use,

And 'shroud screws' were iron contrivances by which
shrouds (steel ropes) were hauled taut. You know,
I'm beginning to see how they tricked all those eager’
young fellows into going to sea. '
tGantlines' are lines used for hauling sails up to
the yards and 'trucks®' were the summits of the masts.

Just a couple more I promise,

The original dungarees were overalls made of coconut
£ibre. Good grief! A keel hauling wouldbe a positive
joy after messing about in the futtock shrouds

all day in strides made of old doormats!

And finally one for Dave Kenny.

The ship's carpenter; painters; hoatswain etc. were kno
as the'idlers’,

Here's a little enticement to-get your name down for
-9 o
1RO NFWS ~ANHARY “1982 :
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THE CLUBHOUSE R SR

A brand new sign announces the fact that the U,E.C,: :

now owns itsown club premises,  The members of the
Building €ommittee and other helpers have been busy,:

The libraiy has been moved from Floreat, Chairs
materialised out of an old church, were cleaned and made
ready for the first ever Gerral Meeting in the- place

Some walls ‘were kmocked down others pdinted, Ar

fridge was purchased, Next job is to c&ean out a room for
the inflatable boat and’traller # (T

DIVE FLAGS DRSS AR ¥

The legal mirkaum size of a personal flag is 300 x.200mm
(12in x 8in) and 720 x 600mm (28 in x 241n0‘fbr
a Scuba divers-boat,

T-SHIRTS

{,

T-Shirts are still avallable for only $5‘ Get yours at the
next meeting, - :

CAR STICKERS

UEC car stickers are avallable for 50c from Peter H,

Dont forget to ask for a dive f£lag sticker next time

you ‘get your tank filled, They are available from (‘
dive shops free of charge, These 'dive flag stickers
advertise the significance of these flags with the
message “Diver below keep clear",
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE OFFICIAL KIND by Toni Eptom

The bow of the mighty "Vigilant" crashed through the
heavy seas as it bore down, wrathful and godlike, upon
our tiny inflatable craft. Seafiulls wheeled and
screamed above the foam flecked waves in its wake,
Grim faced marines, their light machine guns slung
menancingly, safety catches off, eyed us speculatively
from the towering deck, .Exocet missiles emerged and
slid smoothly into launching position, theirheat
seeking sensors locked wunerringly into our thermos
flask A loud hailer cracked lnto life,.veee.s

Got your attentloh’ Well none Oflts true,

Read on to hear the real story, Find out why my hands
now~-shake every time ; open theletterbox,.Find out
why images of intimidating legal documentsg;and prison
bars perlodlcally-surface and bleb around in my head,

The time aadydace s 3 30pm Satumday 29th January.

Eagle Bay - the club weekend at- Canal: Rockas, —

Ro, Johnson, - Sean Fullerton, Diedre pavis & I carried

our gear -across the hot isinds to the waters edge,

A sixty five foot white vessel drifted silently in the

bay, Mistaking it for a luxury cruiser we joked about

its suitability as a dive charter boat, As we watched,

it departed heading south along the coast, :

Steve 0ddy and Tibi Csomay arrived with :the. Mlke

Pollard and soon it was manhandled into the water by

many helping hands, "Steve -headed out to sea 1n search

of a prev1ously located reef i :

"Who is ddiving". and

"ITwill" I wventured,, An: adolesent thrlll raced through'

me, This would be my-first chahce to take the infla-
D S
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at the water I was overcome by a sense of futility,
By the time we reached the other boat, Tibi was
realing in the hookah hose., Steve surfaced,

"Its forty metres here",

nThats too deep for us. Lets head back a bit"

So the previously located reef was not located at all.
More delay. I felt a vague sense of alarm, What about
fhe divers on shore waiting to use the boat? They
would be feeling the first stirrings of impatience
by now, The journey towards shore was choppy and -
uncomfortable, Then a ten minute wait while Steve
checked out the bottom,

"Ten metres but only weed"

In my mind the divers on shore became an angry “ °
muttering crowd, Ro suggested that some of us return
‘to shore to’ give the other divers a go., I only wish
we had followed her suggestion, As we headed towarés
our final dive site, the misterious white vessel re-
appeared-around  the-point travelling north,

Steve anchored and quickly entered the water, After

a ten minute struggle with lines and half hitches, I
realised that anchoring and tying off another boat

is not as easy as it looks. <he four of us helped
each other kit up, Meanwhile the large vessel turned -
around and headed towards us, This promoted some dis-
cussion ending with:

»That boat is getting awful close"

wJust ignore it - let's get on with the dive”

nT “~@ept thing you can ignor it™

T turned around. The "Vigilant" lormed above us &
mere twenty feet away,On its deck, tWOneatly uni-
-“formed officers, of the Department of Marine and
Harbours, leaned agaimst the railing, One held a

=2 &
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YOU SHOULD KNOW, .,

Any person otler than a professional fisherman, who
catches or attempts to catch any fish shall hold an
amateur fishermans licence, It must be produced on
@&mand by an inspector appoiinted under the Flsherles
Act or a policeman,

Spearguns, Hawaian slings and all other p01nted
instruments shall not be used for the taklng of

any rock lobster,

No more than eight rock lobster shall be taken in -

any one day (Licence is a must)

Rock Lobster may be caught with pots or by hand,

The daily bag limit for fish is:

Blue Groper 1 e

Aust, Salmon 5.

A daily total of ten of the following species,
Jewfish

Snapper

Kingfish (Samson fish)

Spanish Mackerel

Blue Morwong (Queen snanper)

The limit is either ten of one species or ten of

a combination of species,

No fish or rock lobster shall be sold or offered for
sale,

THE NEXT GENERAL MEETTNG WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY FEBRUAT

~ 21 AT THE CLUBHOUSE 1,22 SHIEIDS CRES., BOORAGOON,

FOR SALE

Full size ladies wetsuit size 3 Abalone,
Only used twice $60 Pam, 419 1400

~9-
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Well we are all on board and ready for the long
Journey home, A bit of engine trouble deleys our
arrival time by about two hours,.

A playfull group of dolphins escourt up part of the

way and by 6,30 we dock, It was a long, long day

but well worth it,

MOTION John Pasculich

The U.E.C. to purchase a portable f1111ng compressors
The Committee to be empowered to decrae on cost, spe-
cifications, suppller and time of pqrchase depending

on availability of funds, '

MOMINATIONS

Reg.Bateman 45 Arlington Ave, South Perth

Drew Brown 40 Nicholls Cres, Bullcreek (Junior)
Jane Croft 16 Arkwell Way Marmion

Christopher Croft 16 Arkwell way Marmion

Dave Fields 332 Belgravia St Cloverdale

Steven Harwood 72 Gearald Rd Spearwood (Junior)
Robert Irwin 209 Action Ave, Rivervale

cheilah Jones 89 Parramatta Road Doubleview
Ken Jones 89 Parramatta Road Doubleview
Deborah Morris 99 Holden RA Roleystone

; "_Allan Reeves 38 whiteside St Cloverdale

T

' Tony Spencer 58 Collick St, Hilton (Junior)

Don Skillbeck 4 Keaney Place, Bentley,
Jeff Swan 11 Middleton way Bullcreek (Junior)

VACANCY

The U.E.C, is looking for a soc1a1 organiser, If
You would like to help out come to the next General

Meeting,

(

notebook, the other a loud hailer., He raised it to sp. -
"What are you dolng"°

"we are diving® in

“"Where is your dive flag?®

We pointed, Our dive flag, the 31ze.of a handkerchlef
'sagged folornly from its float,

"What safety equlpment do you have9"

"We have some flares,"

"How many life jackets are you carrylng"

"None -~ but we have B,C,'s"

A slow despairing shake of thehead was the only reply.
"HowmaRy in theotherboat?"

" 'rwo "

"How many life jackets are they carrying?®

1) two " B ¥

"How many of you altogether?

ng ixn—

"Hmm -~ six people and only two life jackets,*

The other officer was nowbusy with hi @ notebook

"wh> is responsible for this boat?"

vI am," I offered, The officer with the notebook

took my name and adress,

"who owns this boat?"

"The Underwater Explorers Club",_

"Right, We'll let the-lifejackets gg; but-your diveflac
is inadequate, We passed you twice and used binoculars
but we couldnt read it, . =

"Can we contunue with our dlve9" I enqulred

*"No, Go back as soon as you can,"

Shaken and disappointed we returned to shore, I was
qulte thoughtful” for a while as I considered the
prospect of a fine or summons. But our spirits soon
revived as we met the excited spectators on shore,

_After all we certainly had something to talk about for

the rest of the weekend, and even thenext week at work.
-3.—
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' But in all seriousness.people, the men from Marine
and Harbours are doing an important job, Just like

a novice driver before his first minor accident, we

.. had become lax and overconfident, This timely warning
- may well prevent 'a serious incident or even a loss

of life, The warnings have been deeded and the Mike
Pollard will not be taken to sea until it complies
fully with all safety regulations,

ABROLHOS TRIP.

All divers going on the Abrolhos boat trip will have

to pay sixty dollars by the next General Meeting and

the balance by the 26th of March, Anyone who has not
yet paid must do so by the General Meeting or else their
place will be taken by some one else.

SLIDES NIGHT

. Slides will be shown after the hext General Meeting,
Come and see the best of Ken Jones, Dave Kenny and
Roger Smith,

LABOUR DAY LONG WEEKEND
MARCH 5,6,7 1983

‘The next club long weekend will be a trip to cervars
tes, Seven unpowered sites have been booked at the
Pinnacles Caravan Park, with more available if
required, Ring Steve_oddy_on 401 4028 if you are
"interested,
Cervantes is 258km from Perth via the Brand Highway,
The bay is sheltered by reefs with good diving sites,
safe swimming, boating and waterskiiing areas.
Everybody is most welcome to come along,

-4 -
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only taking another half an hour- and werdo a record
breaking entry into the water, so fast that even martii
Smith forgets to take his speagun., Our first dive

" is around the 40ft mark the visibility is the

same, Water temperature 75F, There are plenty of cray-
nestled deep inside the small’ 'caves., So deep that none
of these delectable creatures can be caught, However
due to the expertness of photographer Ken Jones a few
are immortalized, Enough of this prejudice and on with
ke dive, We can see coral fish, pearly snap jacks
bulls eyes and shoals of herring, We dive for 55 minute
and then come up for lunch, Chef Paul and his lovely

wife feast on smoked salmon sandwishes, Cheryl and

Mal have everthing but a red checkered tablecloth,
candles and violins! We stay half an hour on top which
iveg us 139 minutes R ,N,T, for the second dive at the
maximum depth of 40 ft.

All geared up we are ready for dive No2. We can see
more crays but cannot catch them, Ken spots s fidler
ray and a more interesting spotted wobbegong. It
is 3-4ft long hidden in the rocks, Wobbegongs are
cryptic carnivores that adopt a wait and watch type
of huntlng their pray. Immobile and camouflaged
they lie in ambush near cleaning stationsor in the
v1c1n1ty ‘of ‘schooling reef €ish, and whenever anything
approaches within range they strike, The neddle sharp

~ suger 11ke teeth are designed for holding pray not
' for cuttlng. Small animals are swallowed in a single

gulp, while larger species maybe held untll subdued
then swallowed, Woobegongs are known to be cannibals
but they are unlikely to be aggressive towards divers
unless aggravated, Due to the fact that an adult
can grow to at least three metres, they should be
treated with caution, Up again after 55 minutes,
It never ceased to amaze me how time flies when
you are down, 55 minutes seems like five]

- 17 -
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THE - SAGA "OF BEAUVARD REEF BY SHEILAH JONES

Sunday January 16 1983, WA sleeps as dawn breaks,

The alarm sounds. Divers are stumbllng in’ the haze'’
over beer cans left from Saturday Night “festivitias,
The mad rush is on for the three S's Sudéfed becdn-
gestant ‘sea slckness tablets and survival klt “The
‘latter consisting of four sandwiches, five tiscuits
and a jug of water, "Renee K" the boat waitlng for

us at’ Mandurah, here we came, _
what a beautiful day for div1ng.f All nineteen df‘us (
mxiously awaiting the plunge into the’ deep blhe sea
...But there is a slight delay in ‘our’ departure -
._Captaln 0! Brian is so exc1ted on his flrst dlv1ng X~

“*'pedltlon ‘that he has a bit of trouble' backlngﬁut of

his slip...bit tight but he manges and we are on’ our
way. The sea is calm the water 1nv1t1ng. ‘After an’
hours cruising the thumplng of the englne stops,
We had arrived., I am always the last one ready so this
time I make it a personal vendetta to beat Peter Mor-
timer in, Alas! I do. But only with the ‘aid’ of my'~
tank assistant @oger smith could this monumental mo-
ment trlumph occur, I am all geared up»walting for
Peter—to do his official bottom check - No good— Pete
says - its all weed, lets find somethlng better-
Travelling 20 mlnutes longer with six geared up divers in
39c is no picnic, Not to mention another hoﬁr of’
searching after the second and third site is rejected(-
Are we looking for the ultimate dive gite 'in all
Austral ia? Dehydration is setting in but Barry comes
to our aid with the sea hose wetting us down, It is
comical to see Peter with the hose in his wesuit
jacket'blow1ng him up like the Incredible Hulk and
Roger sWélIlng up like a blowfish, The rest’ ‘of" us —
‘Took 1ike pink salmon, with the exceptibr of Ken' who ze-
sembles a giant red snapper.—At last Mal picks a site-

- 16 =
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'FROM THE CHAIR' "~ Malcolim Ferrier'

The past elghteen months have - ssen more advances in’
the USE.C. than in the preceding decade. ¥ do not say’
this because I have been President, In past my own
participation in the changes has not been great, The
very long and arduous negotlatlons that resulted in '
our not only having our squatters status at base
turned into somethlng more legal; but in hav1ng the
government spend some $10,000 on & Hew jetty for us,
weré very professionally handled by the building-
sub committee, The government had no obligation to’
do anything for us and had we not had skilled and =
forcefﬁll people presslng our case we “would have ended
up with noth ing, Those same people steered the '
purchase of our present buildlng through the system
Elaine Airey, Lyn Jones, “Ken Kennedy, Dave *Kenny -

the U.E.C. members are indebted to you “Another highly
effective member has turned his" attentlons elsewhere,
Bob Wallis spent many years battllng apathy, offxcxal
intransigence and sometimes a hostlle commlttee, to
et a home for the club, Boh wasnt involvrd when we
finally swung it, but his efforts in' the rast
contributed greatly to both the finances and the'
strong "buy a clubhouse" tradition that has fired
the building sub committee, Bob was also Heavily
involved in building our present building at base.
The Fremantle Sailing Club has proflted by this clubs
Joss,

On the training side, we have this year for thé first
tine since I joined in 1974 achieved a standard that
students are entitled to expect, It is well run,’
has ‘good course content and a solid and though small
corp of instructors, For thzs I salute John Paskulich,
And while I am recognising effort, I must make mention
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of the Lutey's., Without John and Sue my job would have
been a great deal harder, They have given their &ime
and effort unstintingly. They have involved them-
gselves in most of the clubs arduous activities and

I am most greatfull for their support, -

we have bought a boat - a committee initiative - and
it isbeing well used, But now we must take a look at
how we will use our assets, Particularly our funds,
For the past few-years the club has been running at a
loss., The income from club subscription and fund-
raising events has not covered costs. We have been
making up the deficit. by using the interest on our
savings. That interest will nowbe too small to keep
the club going unless we watch our spending and step
up the fund raising,. 3. =

Dave Kenny has suggested setting up-a finance sub—

committee. This gmup would manage our money and ap-
prove major expenditures before passing them to a
general meeting for final approval. while recognising
the fact that the.club can get top heavy with commi-
tteeg, I think this:idea-is a good one. I think the
dities of the finance.sub-committee could be included
in the building sub committees responsibilities, This
body has some excellent managerial talents and their
workload has been lessened now, We will be discussing

these proposals in committee, =l

The office of social organiser in the club is a diffil
cult one to fill.,., It involwes a lot of work and very
l1ittle reward, Over the years a number of good workers
have found it too much, Joar Sewell is the latest,
Joan has tendered her resignation as OC Social,
che cites personal reasons and lack of supp rt from
gome committee members amerg her reasons, I am sorry.

e - 6 -
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was rhe looking for that. final resting place?No, not
yet, She refloated and limped into Fremantle under -
her own steam, But the owners decided to carry out re-
pairs in Hong Kong, A tug was hired to tow her but
the rope snapped.in heavy weathr 50km from Fremantle
and she went aground, They tried to refloat her _
without success, She was left there six months, Early
in 1964 renewed salvage operations were started with
success this time, A tug from Manilla the Pacific
Star began towing her, The sea was calm the weather
fine, She was on her way again, But just., She only
travelled four kilometres when thé tug was arrested.
The Alkimos was anchored, the tug was escorted to
Fremantle, Time passed, the law was in no hurry,

But the Alkimos had enough, she broke her anchor chain
and drifted to its present site, All she wants now

is to be left in peace,

THE DIVING SCENE by Martin

The trip to Mandurah on the 9th January was a great
success., With perfect weather we head¢d South

to the Beauward Reef, After several attempts to find
exceptional diving country, we had settled for pretty
ordinary diving but with great visibility,.

The following Sunday I endeavored to organise a

small boats dive on the Carlise Castle, Unfortunately -
only one boat turned up, Barry Kennedy, Toni Eptom,
Ro Johnson and myself found the wreck, ;
It was great, This is one wreck we must dive on some
more, Next:

Get your gear ofganised for a night dive coming up

shortly at the North Mole., Night diving has an added

bonus of anticipation of the unknown in the dark,...
- 15 -
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GEORGE M, SHRIVER,...
VIGGO HANSTEEN. ..vcc«
ALMMOS‘.'...O'...'..

This is a short history of a ship which had all three
of the above names, led a charmed life through-out the
second world war, cost a lot in rcpzirs and now rests
in shallow water, aground near Yanchep,

Visit the ship on a moonless night and Henry will
scare the living daylights out of you, You see the
ship is haunted by an unfriendly ghost in oilskins.

His name is Henry, (

Alkimos likes to be where she is, I think she

decided to pick here final resting place and now jealously

guards her right to be left alone, It means big
trouble for anyone who dares to interfere with her,

They tried to salvage her, she resisted, Caretakers
were scared off her, People who tried to demolish her
went bankrupt, fell ill or suffered injuries,

Occasional visitors like John are warned off, If you
read John's story last month you found out that it is
dangerous todive inside the ship, Be warned,

She was built in 1942 one of about 3000 ships, to carry

war material to Europe., Most of them finished up below.
the waves, sent there by the U bosts or the Luftwaffe,
She came through undamaged,.yet there were occasions
when other ships around her were sunk one after another.
Once she was a sitting duck when she got stranded on a(;
reef all day but nobody saw her and she got off,

When I say she got through undamaged I didn't mean
that she didnt need repairs, She wast't well built
originally and had to be repaired many times to keep
her going, After the war she was sold to a Norwegian
trader and later to a Greek merchant, 1In 1963 on the
way to Bunbury from Indonesia she struck a reef near
Beagle Island, - —

- 14 -
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to see Joan go, She has organised some exellent socia
and done it without costing the club money. So this
leaves the position free, If you would like to be
involved, let us know.

Dont miss the General Meeting. We are having a show
of underwater slides by Ken Jones, Dave Kenny and Roge:
Smith, Photographers of note and all,

Speakingof General Meetings; our experiment with
an honour system is in trouble already, At the first
meeting we were $1,60 down, If we lose on a couple
of more meetings we will be dropping the drinks in the
fridge, so please if you want to be able to have a
drink after a meeting, put your money in the tin,

This is the last call for the Abrolhos, Book now
for Easter as we will close the books next week., If
you are going bring $100 each, pronto,

WRECKS ARE HAZARDS

If you have dived on the Orizaba or the Denton Holme yor
know what I mean, The large fingers of rusty steel
reaching towards the surface could rip the bottom out
of any ship trying to pass over them,

We know where the above wrecks-are but thepositions
and clearances of only about one-third of the 20,000
sunken wrecks, littering the sea approacha:s to north
west Europe are known, In the Dover Strait, where oil
tankers drawing 60ft barely clear the sea-bed Dutch
survey ships in 1981 found several unchartered wrecks,
Even known wrecks may guddenly: roll upright reducing t
¢ learance, Others after sinking remain just below
the surface, drifting miles before settling on the
bottom. 1In the North Sea in 1973 a British ship struck
a wreck which sunk 40 miles away less that 2 months bef

-7 -
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Anyboay care to second Martins proposal?

Toni that flag is just gresat,..
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sunday after dark we went for a night dive,; We- waded
in from the boat launching ramp at Canal. Roc ks and
swam around the bay, A very anxious hour was spent by
the shore party and a pleasant dive- by those: taklng
part, TR S
After that it rained all nlght f

Monday morning we packed up and drove to Busselton ‘
hoping to dive at the end of the jetty. We. found. thee
sea too rough and the wind too: cold so after:a -few ..
drinks in the pub and &: feed of. flsh and chips: -

we dec1ded to abondon all ideas of diving,: . s

WJQJ T'WKiM.,&

TRAINING by John Pasculich

The initial certificate theory exam part one, will
be conducted at the Woodman Point base Sam Sunday ..
fhe 13th, Exam part two will be omducted on the - ...
following Sunday, also at base, a
it has been decided to close the books on initial ...
certificate training this season, that is when;the - -
current course is finished, The restuof-the season .
will be devoted toadvanced diver training,

IS IT ‘'WRONG TO CATCH YOUR SUPPER?

en the opposite page is a list of-fish and the - . ...
cquantity that was caught in 1979 - 80 by professional C
fisherren in Western Australian waters. In the.whole
world it is many hundreds of times more, :

Durlng the same time while diving with groups of e -

divers I might have seen about 2 dozen fish.speared. : N
Ask yourself, who is damaging’the balance of nature?

~-12 -
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WAVES

If you have been dumpéd by a wave coming out of the
sea after an offshore dive you know that waves are
very powerfu]« and the sea far from gentle.

The large waves at Canal Rocks which were 1l0ft from
trough to crest last tlme we were down there were not
really very big, The average large wave is:25ft,

In 1956 mear Cape Hattéras a wave 100ft:high was
reported, Waves are very destructive ‘when they meet
an obstacle like & diver trying to getout of a rocky
cliff, It has been caldulated that the' force of .
breaking waves on the cost of Scotland can be as
mich as six thousand tons a square foot,

TOP THISIN'WA.'\

130 scuba divers lined up five metres behind their
tanks, fins and weightbelts, The gun went off and
there was a mad scramble to put on the gear and get
into the water, They were competing in a treasure
hunt at Townsville Queensland where sponsors dumped
1300 bottle tops into the water, 40 of .which had
winning numbers, ‘The bottle topS'were’dlstfibuted
over an area of 100 metres by 100 metres. ' The divers
soon stirred up the mud and visibility was reduced
to zero, About two thirds of the caps were recovered
including the one with the first prize number, The
first prize was a five day diving trip to the Great
Barrler Reef, Yther prizes included diving watches,
tanks, underwater cameras and wetsults '
if your dive ‘is a bad one, try to recall the details
of a previous. dlve which was worse, If will make you
féel botter. — Tk HENG ¢ 3F oo
. - 9 . . M # g 17w ,,\
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SOCTAL NATTER by JOAN SEWELL

wWasn't it lovely seeing nuite a few of our life members
at the Celebration 2pening Party. I hope you had a
chance to talk to them as they have some beaut tales
of the '0ld times' of-diving, To become life members
-there is only a few - they had to put in a number of
years of hard work into the club and been recognised
by being given a life membership, ¢ know they were
happy to be present at the opening of our club house
- a project they have been closely involved in over
the years and early days of the club, It was a pity
so many of the current members didn't turn up. I
know it is the same 0ld story T keep going on about,
¢ have tried by insuring minimum cost and in return
variety, slap up suppers and a variety of drinks, I

wont go on because I have better things te talk about., .

My warmest thanks go to my catering-team - Steve 0ddy
for the heavy work, the Smith Clan - Anne, Mum and
Christine for their super goodies and kéeping the bar
going; Neda, Janine, Pam and Sue for their tasty
contributions.to the supper and Mal for the music and
Dick for stringing the streamers and last but not
least my friend Steve who apart from making his
famous chocolate:logs, did most of the shopping and
gave me much needed support, . >

Unfortunately for a variety of reasons I am resigning

from the position of OC Social - so my dears - if there;

is anyone who loves making sandwiches by the million,
tearing up raffle tickets and spending hours getting
it all together! then you're the person we need for
the next few months, I will be available to help as‘
I have planned the coming events, but will not be able
to fulffllall the duties and organising of OC Social,
so if there'is anyone out there who would volunteer,
you will have firm support from me,

~10- z
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LABOUR DAY TONG WEEKEND'
Yelllngup 1983

It was that time again, Getting away from it all and
roughing it in the bush, No phones to answer, no idiot
box for miles around, Just peaceful country tranquality
mixed with plenty of good dives, lots of fish to cook ]

and aftwewards' just sitting around the campfire
varning and discussing the days events, Camplng is
really great, It is-also very good for maklng you
miserable, Like mosqultoes in your tent, dives which
don't turn out too good, ‘ho fish to catch, you get
seasick or smoke fromthe campfire gets in your eyes,
The list of possibilities is endless,ﬂﬁdst—ask Roger.
The best part is that you can tell everybody how
migerable you are and even after you return homeé the
stories are good for weeks,
Anyway this long weekend did!nt let us down, all sorts
of things happened,
The best dive I am told was on Friday on the Busselton
Jetty enjoyed by those lucky féw who got away early,
The rest of us turned up late Friday at the Yallingup
Caves Caravan Park and pitched our tents in the dark.
It's a new caravan park under the tall pines with
separate toilet block for each caravan, The only
thing they forgot is to provide parking space for cars,
Sunday morning the early divers got away by seven,

to the northern Indicator by Canal Rocks, Weather was
building up and the sea was getting restless, For the
afternoon dive we all went around to Eagle Bay, where’
there is supposed to be a reef'which we didn't find,
instead the coastguard found us and all of us missed
eut on dives, ' Sunday mornings - dive - Canal Rocks again
~ was unpleasant for some, In the afternoon most of us
went on a wine cellar expedition, returning with some
over priced wines, — -

- 11 -
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FROM THE CHAIR MAICOLM FERREP

One of the chores that one must address oneself to
as President of this club is the fielding of questions
from the press, Wwell, anyway, they did ring me tonigh:
It seems that Peter Sartori; the affable crayfisher
person, who reported the whereabouts of the "LIVELY"
to the museum has been offered an interim reward of
$2000. The reporter was more interested in the fact

(' ( that the reward was two years late, but on reflection
I think that the whole question of paying out rewards
for reporting wrecks is worth looking at,
It is difficult to see any reason for paying rewards
other than the obvious one; an inducement to do the
right thing, The stick to this monetary carrot is, of
course the threat of prosecution under the museums
act, But this alone is not enough Finding a wreck
and then failing to report it could ‘hardly be
regarded as a crime, so the fear of prosecutlon
will not induce a diver who finds something
unusual in the sea to report it if he fears that ;
he will look foolish by doing so., But the prospect of
making a quid may make it worth the chance, It must
be remembered that many wrecks are not recognlsable
as anything more than a strange shaped reef until
some excavation has been done; The James Mattliewe

(5 { one of the most important wrecks found in this state
was visible only as a few slates on top of the sand,
the rest of it was buried, Luckily it was found by
experienced wreck divers, The average sport diver
would have picked up the slates and then forgotten
about it - unless the notion of a reward is strong
in his mind, This is why I believe that rewards must
be given fairly and ungrudgingly by the Government,

-1 -
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what is a fair reward is not always easy to decide
should it be based on the historical value of the
wreck; in itself a difficult thing to define? Should

there be a separate payment ‘representing a set proportion

of the momnetary value of the salvage? And what about

the effort required by the finder to locate the wreck? :

Mr Sartori after all merely spotted the "LIVEBY" while
going about his business and reported it some years
later when a radio talk’ jogged his memory. Had he
spent years researching it in llbrarys before mountxng
an expen91ve expedltion, would the reward have been
greater?  1'believe ’a set of criteria should be made
public so that divers and beachcombers may be
encouraged to report their finds promptly, "It may

not prevent the kind of tragedy that” happened recantly
in Victoria when looters destroyed a wreck of
incalculable historical value for the sake of a few
souvenirs; ‘but increased public awareness eventually
grows and develops of its own accord, as seen in the
conservation “moveément,

There are still many wrecks to beé found in this
state, The s6uth coast was visited frequently by
sealers and whalers last century and little effort
has gone ‘into finding relics of those lmportant
times, Slmilarly, the far north and Kimberely coast,
though innaccéssable, could hold the clue to pre
colonial visits by Asian sailors, Decent rewards
arould entourage local divers to spend their holldays7
searching" in these places .

-2 - i ]
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THE HISTORY OF A DIVESITE™ '~ =~ Tibi *

Dick Beilby's Perth Diveguide is one book every ‘diver
should read, Not only do you get details of 30 dive'
sites but also a book of other useful information as
well,

One of the dive sites is at North Beach in front of
the concrete jetty by Malcolm Street, When conditions:
are right the site is safe and interesting, Enttry into
the water is from the beach, - You have to swim -out in
front of the jetty until the depth is about 5 metres.
If you dive down and swim west from here you find that?
the rocky bottom gradually slopes to about 10 metres
where a final drop off gives away to a flat bottom,
If you follow this northward you can explore overhangs -
and small caves, Exit should be made on the beach so
leave enough air for your return under water or you
can swim back on the surface,

The concrete jetty is new, but the idea to have a
jetty there is old, The first jetty was built sometime
between 1805-1908, Nobody knows exactly when, It was about
28 feet long with a seven feet wide pierhead, It was
supported by three concrete pipes filled with concrete,
It had latticed sides connecting it to the rocks on
shore, In 1923 the jetty was extended by 60 feet
making it a well known landmark for years, Savage
winter storms in later years damaged it and it was
demolished in 1965, The new jetty, much shorter, was C
built by the City of Stirling, '

COMING SHORTLY another night dive from the North Mole
to the Garrenup, She sank in 1923 about 150metres from
the Mole, Ring Martin for more infamation, 458 2224
MARCH UEC NEWS 1983

Crie DIVING SCENE< '~  Martim-Smith

The boat trip on the 27th Pebruary was a great ;.
success, The "Lysander", skippered by Bob Martin, prov(
to be a very serviceable boat, We departed the East St
Jetty at 0800 and headed for parker Point, We reached.
the dive site at 0945, The visibility was excellent

and crays plentiful and we also found some beautlful
country. The second dive wag on Transit Reef and the
wrecks of the Macedon and Denton Holme,

( The trip to Cervantes on the long weekend was also a

great success though numbers were down, the eight of us
had a good time, Unfortunately it blew a gale all week
end which restricted diving, e

The ~brolhos trip was a disaster, Both the compressor
one of the "Horizon'!s" engines packed up and they made.
a slow, rough trip back to Geraldton in the dark. We he
however, received assurances that the Easter Trip will
be flawless,

with the boat trips now being run on a regular ba31s,
will have to get your name down as early as possible
if the last trip was any indication of thlngs to come,

dhkkhk®

Diving over Easter will be arranged a few days Pefarte,
Ring Peter Mortimer on 458 8067
khhhdh

L JUIZ NIGHT * QUIZ NIGHT * QUIZ NIGHT * QUIZ NIGHT *

- THE INIMITABLE UEC QUIZ NIGHT IS =~ 'I' Jryy
TO BE HELD AT THE BOORAGOON HOTEL

ON TUESDAY 24TH;MAY., THERE WILL

"BE A TABLE OF TICKETS IN YOUR NEXT

MAGAZINE, PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR CLUB

AND DO YOUR FRIENDS A FAVOUR BY

BRINGING THEM ALONG,

SHE'S A BURSTER OF A NIGHT MATE,

-3 -



" TRAINING. - John Pasgkulich & It has-been:estimated: that by the:year 2000,
— twenty percent of the United States' energy needs

1, Base will be closed: - 3rd April ~ .(Eastexr). .. - o could be supplied by the convers1on of kelp into
; 17th April - (FAUI Tests) : usable fuels like, meehaae_—~—u-
24th April (ANZAC Wéekend) i  ee——————
2. FAUI (NQS) conversion tests; Sunday" 17th April, ROTTNEST ISLAND FISHES
These will be conducted by Australasian Diving. . " s
16 positions available, - The Eagle Ray (Myliobatis Australis)
The tests generally include.- Family Myllobatldae
(a) Theory exam approx, one hour ] Approximate maximum width . is 1,5 metres.
(b) Equlpment familiarity, - : ( ) pften seen in shallow water and at nlght near the
(c) Buddy breathing while swimming L water's edge searching the sandy bottom for shellfish,
(d) Swimming without a mask ' A Unlike most species of ray it is rarely £riamd’ rest;ng
(ey Ditch and recovery : =L & on the hottom, It is characterised by its protrﬁdlng
(f) ‘Scuba rescue iy 7 e ' head, p01nted pectoral fins and blue bands on_ its. |
(g) 300 metre swim on snorkel with full P back, It is wary of humans and can be dangerous 1f
scuba e@uipment. ‘ prsEip . - encountered in areas of poor viazibility,
To ensure a hlgh pass rate, candidates must first Pufferfishes
satisfy the Tralnlng Committee, U,E.C. testing will Family: Tetraodonticae .
be conducted every base day until the 1l0th April, Also known as blowfishes and. toadflshes, pufferflshes
Theory nights will be conducted in the week prior to get their common name because of their ability to
the tests, - inflate their abdomens by swallowing air or water,
You will require a current medical certificate and Their skins and entrails contain a poison which is
4 passport photos before the qualification can be known as tetrodotoxin, .and is thought to be at its
isgsued, Recommended reading is the "Australian strongest -concentration during the mating season .
Scuba Diver" by Sinclair and Morrison, _ (November- to April for the. Common. Blowfish) Ca;eful ot e P
The advantage of the FAUI (NQS) qualification is L ._removal of these parts of the. fish may leave .the..
that it is recognised Australia wide, and it can flesh unaffected, however this is not recommeqded
also be converted to the CMAS International Qualification, Several pecp le and many pets have died in Australia
The cost of the conver31on trainlng is modest and ' from easting pufferfish flesh but for some reason
represents a big gaving on the regular prlce 55 marine animalssuch as.seagulls and other flshes
Please contact us as soon as posslble to put your ? seem to-be immune :£6-this poison, -

name on the list, - e e : . - -
-4« HeT B9 TR - 17 -
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sort of a living from it at all, We pay the_boét,operator
enough to cover his costs.. We are fortunate in having a
life member who has a boat and is willing to take us
out for a dive without wanting to make a lot of money
from it, 86 why are we being harrased by the Vigilant?
Money of course, They are being used to protect the
financial interests of the Johny come lately tour
operators, On the pretext of worrying about public
safety they want to put dive trips in the hands of a
few people who are often not ‘divers themselves and
who need have no training in diving accident first aid (
or in the specialised requirements of diving expeditions.
This club has always attracted the sort of people who
dont go for package tours. We train in the sea rather
than in pools because it suits the calibre of person that
we like to dive with, We dont want to be forced to
travel with the tourists because some beaurocrat reckons
we aught to, Safety is not the issue, They are not
bothered by unsafe diving practices if you are not
paying for it. Go ahead and drown, but dont let anybody
make a quid out of it!!

Back when the Vigilant was first put in service, it was
called, thanks to some official 4meptitude, the VIGILANTE,
After some weeks éomeone‘appasently told them what the
worldl meant, so they changed it to VIGILANT,

In the light of recent events I wonder why they bothered,

And finally; if the beaurocrats want to protect sdmetni?g,

they could start with those poor sealions out at Carnac

who are being driven crazy by stupid tourists, Pputting

half of the beach off limits would be a good start,
L6 Wi
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NOTICES OF MOTION ~ = == =

1, That the provision for "Dolphin" committee and
all subsequent refererce to *Dolphins” be deletec
from the constitution,

MOVED: John Paskulich

2, Junior members be recognised as ordinary member
and be entitled to exercise every privilege
open to ordinary members,

MOVED: John Paskulich

3. That éhe position of'membership secretary be
entered into the Club's constitution,
MOVED: Ro Johnson

4, That a finance sub committee be set up to
approve every <¥nenditure greater than $100
prior to that expenditure ratification by
a Gere ral Meeting and to initiate and co-
ordinate fundraising ventures.

MOVED: Mal Ferrier

e 2 2

The above motions will be discussed at the April Genera.
Meeting,

At this month's meeting, Ken Jones will be showing an
underwater movie that he shot in the Farribean,

We will also be having a chat about the latest dive:
gear by Glenn Parker of Australasian Diving Academy,

- 5 -
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BY MAL FERRIER:
WHERE THE MONEY GOES: AND WHERE IT COMES FROM

At the last meeting we were requested to glve a break-
down of the club's income and expenses last year.

we £ook in --$8!346 in subs- nomlnation fees; socials,
and lesser items such as sales of T shirts etc.

We paid out --~$11,886

Now, to-be fair, I will deduct the cost of our major
purchase - the’ 1nf1atab1e, from this,

This will give 'us a normal operatlng cost flgure of
-~-$8,386.

The largest expense was soaial. This was $4,590
(Remeber, we had a river trip that year, and a couple
of other ‘large shows), But social earnlngs of $3 797
are included in the top figure, so eocial costs amount
to $793. This is not typical, Generally we break even
on social,

But without the social component the club ends up
earning a mere $750 per year,:

There. is, however, one important figure that I have
not included in our earnlngs---

INTEREST on savings....$2,838"

This is what has enabled the clubs funds to grow, and
this is the item that has now been slashed,

In other worZs, without the interest, the club pretty
well breaks even.

P Nl

We cant keep spending our capital, If we want any exp-
ensive items, we must raise the funds.

-3-
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like a football sized climp ofbrown seaweed, ' There we
some nice cowrles which we stashed back in their crann:

fahd blow me “down, I found a superdb pencil urchin skeie

somethxng ‘that I‘ve been watching out for for years.
Back on the beach at Carnac we ate, swam, cavorted wi-
the seallons and shot the breeze., Chris turned up a
blue rlnged octopus hiding in a shell and Tony stole th
heart of a dainty female sealion, We also watched stup.
1nsen91t1ve people trying to frlqhten sleeplng sealions
into going into the water., I thought it was a, terrife
day ‘and I am delighted that it was shared by ‘the latest

'_club members,

Not so terrific was the appearance of. the Marlne and.

* Harbours flagship, Vigilant, They bore. dovm. on-us like-

a Philipino plrate boat, sent aboard a couple of unlforr

~officials and proceeded to write down ~everybody's names.
"And what did they ask us? .Did they enquire if the dlve

was being safely c nducted? Did they want. to knew if the
dive leader was a fit and proper person. to. be taklng Cha
such a potent‘ally hazardous ope.‘r:at.:a.on'> Were they conce:
about the quallflcations of the dlvers, or the safety c:
their egquipment? Ah, ho, Democracy lovers. what was upgpe
most. in those off1c1a1 minds was - "How much are.you pav

A_fOr this trip?".

Well now, I see'myseﬁﬁwas belng a reasonable fellow,
know that the hapless. crew.of the Vigilant are only ... ...
following orders, I also know that the, bu51ness of, '

_‘dive chartering has attracted a lot of big, operators

With very large debts, but this club has been running,

boat trips safely and with considerable benefit to-the

community for nearly thlrty years now, .We were d01ng i1

when diving was still a remarkable pastime and if the

officials will leave us alone we will be doing it thirty

years hence, And in all those boat trips I dont know cf

a single boat operator who retired to the Gold Coast

on the proceeds, In fact I dont know of one who made &
~15 -
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A DISCOURSE ON DIVING by MALCOLM FERRIR

on sunday 27th February, the current crop of =
trainees-was taken out to Carnce' for one of the ocean
dives required in the course, There was a gentle

breeze from the east, giving one of those slightly™¥ ™"
ruffled, clear blue seas that make diving finto it seem!
lifes most pressing need, For many of the completement it
would be their first time in the open sea, We opted for

a spot west of Carnay where the reef rose up to within (
4 metres of the surface, An ideal situation for the new
diver, and one holding plenty of interest for the old

- lads as well, No hunting around this time, we pulled up
right over some spendid cavey country, We buddied up in
threes and fours. I went with Reg Bateman, a first timer,
and Cheryl, Peter Horton took down Chris and Jane Croft,
an arrangement which I thought would test Pete's stamina;
Jane swims like a tuna and Chris isn't too bad either.

Pam Goodridge won a couple of spirited young blokes.,

Tony Spencer and David Miller, and Barry Kennedy, fairly mew
to SCUBA himself, swam with Soren Copely and Drew Brown,
Jeff Swan had a speargun, and murder in his eye so I

sent him off with skipper Graeme Niccol,

As I sit here now and think of sinking down through that
clear water I begin to wish I'd gone to Cerv:f.es after all,
It is an experience that one really cant have too much off
At least good diving is, I have had some stinkers that ma
me think wistfully of the Goldfields, That is why the first
few ocean dives are so cr1t1ca1 to new divers, X bad experi-
ence at the start can put®you off the briny forever,

But back to Carnac, The bottom is sandy with extensive
eroded reef full of canyons and caves providing some
enthralling hedgehopping tupe diving, There was some -
interesting sealife too, I saw a strange cuttlefish camou-
flaged to look

- 14 -
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We received a couple of interesting items in the: mail
this week., One was an invitation for experienced: dive:
to join an expedition studying Ciguatera,., This is a
toxic condition which can'exist in tropical fish,

and which is responsible for a number of deaths each:
year,.

The expedition is partly funded by the scientists and
divers taking part, The organisers stress that it is
not a tour and that the divers will be expected to work
with the researchers, The expedition is for in exceéss .
a year but persons wishing t»> take part may join it
for one or more sections if they wish, Each section
ig two months duration,

The expediction will leave from Brisbane on June 1lst
1983, It will be aboard the 18 metre sailing vessel,
"ENDURANCE" and will do research in the Coral Sea,
Solomon Islands, and New Caledonia areas.'

wWe have more information in the club files or you
may write directly to the organiser, Peter Denton,

P, 0,Box 1644 Brisbane 4001

etk

We also received a letter fro Mr Ray Saunt of

Essex UK., He encloséd an old magazine clipping of

a story on the early U,E, C mud dives 1n Lake

Monger, i
This practice became a test in the now discon-

tinued Proficieéncy Award, The last Club member '

to 8o a mud dive was June Errington. I watched

her wriggle down into 10 feet of goo ' in Bullcreek,

at the foot of Benningfield Road in about 1975,

Tpon
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Mud diving was a daunting pastime, The diver wore
neither mask nor fins, A hood was pulled-over the
head and the demand valve is encased in a plastic

bag of water, Air is supplied from the surface,

The idea was.to wriggle down and:! attach a shackle . .+~
to the foot of a pipe. The practice was discontinued -
along with the Proficiency Award after June!s.effort,
The tradition of the mud dive started in the early
gixties when club divers were called upon to

salvage a truck which became submerged in Lake

Monger: in these days; a:rubbish tip, .-

ke fedkhk ki

NOMINATIONS
LIsA JONES-172 Risgely St, Booragoon:
SOREN COPELY 132 Collier Rd Embleton
DAVID MILLER 37 Clarke St-0O!'Connor

IAN COWAN 3 Harrison St Willagee - T

dhhkhhd

SHIP WRECKS

'August Tellefsen!
at Rockingham, She was built over and became part of
the Rockingham Jetty. -~

'Highland Forest' 1901 British barque out of New York
wrecked on Murray reefs near safety bay, - -

'XX1' Dutch submarine built in 1924 blown up near the
'Alacrity' wreckage in 1958, Part of the.submarine was.
beached by the Transfield dredge-in the mid-70's,

— — o g 5 R B
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‘~athe-Califo;nian coast,

lfp; artificial fishing reefs,’

1898 754 ton wooden barque wrecked . -t

ARTIFICIAL REEFS

Artificial reefs provide a habitat for research  —
and experimentation and serve as a haven for numer-
ous fishes and invertebrates,
wava placed on barren ocean beds and have since

:become the home for generations of sea creatures,

,The U,E,C, has contributed to reef formati on
with the trail of tyres that can be found to the
north of Dyer's Island, BAnother participator .in
this activity is the Malibu Diving Club which has
created an artificial reef off Rockingham Jetty,
Existing reefs can be made mare productive if
made - larger, but to do this suitable materials

. must be available and this can be a costly venture,

Concrete pipes, piles and slabs have been used off
in fact in about 1976 over
8,000 tons were bulldozed off barges onto two reef
sites,

The Callfornlans have also. used Liberty ships
They are generally
placed close toshore so that fisherpeople can
travel in relative .safety,. These reefs are often

.buoyed., Them fishes dont stand a chance, -

.An artificial reef needs to be pollution free
and in some manner enhance the environment, One
could imagine a reef designed to grow kelp andif
successful, the kelp could be transported to denuded
areas that would benefit from its protection. The use
of-artificial reefs to the seuba diver, well that
requires no ellaboration,

- 13 -
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To new members I would say, listen to the experiences ‘of”
others and léarn from their mistakes. Your ‘ordéal in thé water'
may then be less frequent but 1nev1table 1f your 1nterest 1n
the water environment persists,

With regard to the so called 'King Wave'!, The most feasible
definition of this phenomena I have seen is, 'Like harmonic
vibration which brought down the proverbial Walls of ‘Jericho;

a multiple of wave actions which, at a certain p01nt combine,

The regularity of these can be worked out mathematically, plus
heights, etc, However, the 1nstruments required are beyond ‘the
scope of this article and the necessity for use by ships un
onomical, However, at &ny point of the coast at any time, a
can sit and wateh the ocean for the set, It will come at varied '’
intervals of 3 - 25 minutes and in sets of three and seven waves,
Try itsome time, At sea they are not so noticeable except fbr
that extra big one,

The sea is impersonal, We as divers should observe its" rﬁles-
know your capabilitiee " wWith this in mind, diving and boating,
which go together, will be a source of enjoyment for many years
to come, Good DlVlng,

RAERARARLANS AR ERR
*Raven 1891 wooden barque of 362 tons foundered on'a -~ -
reef just south of Dyers Island,
'Redemptora' 1888 known as the wreck of stones located
50 metres from shore just south of the A.S.I, shipyards
in Jerv01se Bay.

WATCH OUT POR MIKE MCCARTHY'S GUIDED TOUR OF 'I'HE bl vtk
JERVOISE BAY SHIPWRECKS COMING UP IN APRIL, - & = 0 ano

f— —
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Thig drticle is reprinted from the September 1977 mag:
“Sonie ‘of the events are a bit dated but the theme it
timeless and we thought ‘it worth another look, W
Dennis Parker is a life member of the:U_E.C. with hig .
wife Barbara, he edited and printed this magzine: for
many years and was a prolific contributor for mzny -

moreé,
Dennis is a Seirgeant of police,

"ORDEAL BY WATER"‘ by DENNIS PARKER

+0 many this title w111 remind one of the wartxme story
Commander Keeble who, being:one 6f the early exponents: -
underwater -delousing of mines and bombs, was a hero in
own right,

We ‘have ‘had the benefit of experience of his and othe
like 'our own first Patron,: Lt Cmdr “Ledn ‘Goldsworthy, V.-
whose book wag never published. (See UEC News”ﬁctober
1972, Diving -to Danger). :

The Younger generations again should learn from the e:
iences of older meminrs they know, and@ persons they res
Barry Martin {UEC News August 1077 and another who come
mind, Dr Barry Wilson, an’ early UEC member now director

~ of Natural Sciences at the WA Museum, who when he start:

biology career used a service gas mask attached to an o°

type atirrup pump, to explore the piles of the Busselto» '
T Jetty.,

( Closer to home we have Keft Kennedy who among other thi
fred ‘diveéd to free a large stingray from his néts and pw

his hand in its mouth, was held when it took half his fo-_.

Lyn Jones and other earlier members who with the early
equipment - porpose demand valves -~ which by the way is
used by myself, Bob Wallis and I believe John walden,—:
into difficulty when the hose was fractured, -No built-
in non return .....
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Dennis and Barbara are now 11v1ng in Mullewa W
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hen used in hookah, Bob Wallis, Hugh Peters, John :Walden

r Naaom Haimson, Elaine Airey and Barrie Geddies; as well as

thers, have all had an "ordeal by water®, Those quoted have

ostly been concerned with below the water, although Johnhad
fair share above, while whaling.

I believe any person who has out of choice or necessity,
ecided tohave the water environment for a sport, business
r profession, will, during the course of that choosing have
is or her ordeal,

on the Ocean we have the examples of the passenger lirer, from
emory Southern Cross which, about two years ago off Cape
aturaliste, encountered a big wave which swung the vessel '
roadside on, causing considerable damage and injury to a
umber of passengers. The wave occured in a relatively calm
ea,

My own experience in this sphere was during middle watch
bout lam on an aircraft earrier in 1947, We were heading
nto a storm in the Gulf of Lyons, Western Meditérranean,'
he ship was pitching, rolling and corkscrewing, I was .
hecking lashings of aircraft on the flight deck abreast -
he Island superstructure, the foremost portion being approx-
mately 200ft from.the bow of the ship, Looking up, I saw .

line of phosphorescence, then I was hit by a wall of water
nd knocked to the deck,

I was found about half an hour later trapped by the aircraft
ashings, My tour was completed for the night, The carrier -
eceived extensive damage to the bow section and some compart—
ents were flooded, Many waves were recorded in excess of
eet, The size of the one which I referred to, would have |
een anyone's guess,

— ——
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My purpose for this article is mainly to get members
respect the sea, never cverestimate ability and never
underestimate the sea, Like many emotions, love and
respect go hand in hand., With the sea it is essential,

While on this subject, I might menti on three instance
which have occurred in Geraldton in the last month, On
Friday 5th August about lpm, a 26ft sailing boat, the
skipper and sole occupant having been trolling just out
side the main reef at the entrance to the dredged channs:
into the harbour, decided to head for home,

_He realised that he was becalmed as the wind had dropz

»av1ng the rigging he went to start the single cylinde
diesel donkey engine, in the cabin. It would not start -
iately. Unbeknewrss to him he had drifted into the break
and then BANG - a huge wave fell on top of the boat, op
it up like a melon, The skipper managed to grab a life

jacket and swim for shore, about four miles, He made iv

That very evening about 5pm, as he was reporting his

incident, a call was received. that two men were clingin-

to a swamped drayboat, The crew, with the exception of
one member, was rescued, and the boat towed in, The 45f:
crayboat Condor had been coming through the main channe:
when picked up by a-huge wave, One report being that th:
loat fell end over end from the crest, The missing membc
was found last Thursday.

The following day a 12ft dinghy with outboard was out
the breakwater, His engine fouled a crayline and he
“Snished on the rocks of the breakwater, '

‘All incidents cannot be prepared for, or foreseen,
but knowledge of the possibility together with resrect,
can prevent many problems either on or below the water,
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The coral sea off the Great Barrier Reef was the
setting for the remarkable senuence of sharks in
feeding frenzy."” :
The underwateX ‘set to film the close -up action was

a giant pool excavated 30 feet deep by 120 feet in
diameter lined with concrete, It was filled with one
million gallons of sea water and stocked with "1, 000

fish, To keep the water fresh 200,000 gallons of sea
water was pumped into the pool daily.

The animal star of the film was a six feet long green (
Moray eel, '

The film story is about a young couple vacationing --

in Bermuda, where they find an o0ld shipwreck, a for-

tune in sunken treasure and a cargo of drugs, They find
their-lives-in-danger-above-and below—the—sea—from
~enemies both human ahnd inhuman,

It is a film well worth seeing, “especially for divers,

LYGNERN

West of the South Mole near a marker buoy is the

wreck of the ‘Lygnern, She was a Swedish steamer on

its first voyage to Fremantle, Because of a dispute she
was removed from the harbour on the 18th September 1928
but unfortunately hit Beagle Rocks and became stranded.
All the cargo and fittings were salvaged, What remained
of the 4896 ton-ship became a navigational hazard and wag
blown up. '

VENUS

Was a steam ship, She sunk in Fremantle harbour on
27 October 1920 when somebody left the donkey pump
inlet and the bilge open, °

- 12 -
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PRESERVATION

RO AND TIBI

At the March Committee meeting it was proposed that

we attempt to protect two wreck sites in the Fremantle

Harbour area for recreational diving, ° "The wrecks ™"
concerned are not hlstorlcal thereforé not protected,
They are more or less intact, safe and ea31ly access—

ible, definately worthwhile areas to retaln as poten— :

tial recreational dive sites,

the wrecks are the D9 alias Parmelia in Cockburn
Sound, which sunk in 1962 (her story was told by
Denis Robinson in one of our previous magazines) and’
the wreck on the north side of the North-Mole the
Garreenup(?) which sank in Fremantle—harbour—and-was"
dumped there in 1923, Many divers use this last site
as it is accessible without a boat. The only hard
part is lugging your gear down and up those giant
rocks, It is a great night dive site as well, but -
watch those rocks, '

F D

The idea to preserve these sites came from Mike
McCarthy Assistant Curator of the W A,Maritime
Museum, His article "The Shipwreck from a Different
View" appeared in "Skindiving in Australia and
the South Pacific" He wrote. There is a strong

( ase for the protection of wrecks that can easily
‘be viewed by the diving public, school groups and

even for that matter elderly and disabled people.

...easily accessible wrecks have the potential to -

become recreational fac111t1es., and yet cost virtu-

ally nothing to maintain. The _appreciation of wrecks

as assets is now being recognised elsewhere in the

world, '

A letter was sent to the Fremantle Port Authority.
-1 -
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A LETTER FROM SPUMS

Spums stands for "South Pacific Underwater Medicine
Society", .And the letter is about junior divers,

"There is no official policy'on the minimum age

for scuba dlvers. However the general principles

for junior dlvers are as follows-

1. Medlcally fit,

2. Physically fit and developed enough to carry and

put on own gear - wetsuit, tank etc,

3. Mentally cavable of understanding causes of ear
and lung barotrauma and decompression 31ckness and
how to avoid them,

. PFPmotional stable,

Strong swimmer and snorkeller L

Dive buddy to be a competent adult dlver ‘

Maximum depth, It is not known what effect depth

~ Oy U1
s .

may have on growing bone, Dr Edmonds recommends a

maximum depth of 9 metres prior to fusion of thew
epiphyses (bone growth centres), This fusion
varies between males and females and individuals,
ie age 12 to 20 years.

After bone growth matursty maximum depth 27 metres.r

A-to avoid narcoisis,’ B-To &void silent bubbles.,v'

8. Dive tables. Use-modified d1ve ‘table with a 3-5
minute stop at 3-5 metres addlng this stop tlme
onto total bottom time for calculatlng repetatlve
dives,

WETSUITS

s SFE o

Never store wetsults tlghtly folded or with heavy
objects on top. The weight w111 squeeze the bubbles‘
out of the foam chusing it to flatter or show sharp
folds whlch_wlll cause permanent creases,

-2 -
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CONTENTS GAUGE

At one tlme a contents gauge attached to ‘a dlvers
tank was. a .fancy option., Now it is a standard plece _
of a divers .equipment, It.is the only way to assess
accurately how .long you. can continue to. dive, Dszng
without a contents gauge could be dangerous. It is
now becomlng compulsory on overseas dive boats.‘ All
divers should have one, - Do not let a dive shop hire

~2ou a regulator w1thout one. Develop the habit of
‘_egularly checking your gauge, air consumptlon and

your remaining air supply.

THE DEEP b e B g TIBI i
The movie "Jaws" did more damage)to divipg than any
other movie ever made., Then came'"The Deep! and the
opinion of diving was reversed., The making of “The
Deep" was most incredible in movie making history, It
was filmed 40 per cent under water often at depths - -
of 80 feet or more, in four oceans, It requlred a —
tot al of 8895 dives and 10730 hours beneath the sur-
face, More than 100 dlves were made by the movie's
four. leading stars-yet non had any previous diving
experlence The dives.demanded by the filming consumecd
1,054,000 cubic feet of. compressed. air, (you could have
dlve every day for 32 years with that much).

Major filting site for "The Deep" was Bermuda where nov
of the land action and most of the underwater drama

was filmed, Other underwater filming was made in the -~

British.Virgin Islands in the Caribbean where most
of the action.was on a: shlpwreck The R M.q. Rhone
a 2434 ton mail Shlp went down in 1867 w1th 125 L
her crew, Filming here was in 80 feet of water

- 11 -
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INITIAL CFRTIFICATES P el e toarxt.. - . TIBI
Many new divers w111 receive thelr Inltlal Certlf;cates
this year, The trouble is that once they receive. their
certification they think they are professional divers,
This misconception could be hazardous, - The;initial.
certificate merely means that a person thas completed

a prescribed set of requirements and that this pegson
now has enough basic knowledge of d1v1ng to goto the
next step. : 5

The next step in diving is to take an advanced course, (
Here the student learns everything from rescue -tech-
nigues to underwater navigation, These classes are taught
under the direction of qualified instructors with ‘
emphasis on open water diving. Usually these classes
require deeper diving than the basic class and subject
the diver to more diversified dive sites under various
conditions, ‘

" All this will help to condition the enthusiastic

diver to diving under conditions not necessarily .

ideal, but will help him enjoy his diving and dlve
safely,

Anythlng that is new.and unfamiliar to a person needs
“practice. Practise makes perfect and diving is no
exception, Once can never know too much about something
that is potentially dangerous. So bear this in mind,

the Initial Certificate .is not a licence to.dive, it

ig an invitation to learn, (

FITZGERALD S R

She~ﬁas a 23 ton two masted schogner, She}was Qrgﬁked on
Fish Rock in 1862 but despite extensive searches  she
has not yet been located, 4 — S o 5 =

& A= o =
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ROONKA PEOPLE

"In many cases there is also athickening of the bones
of the earholes, which is a common consequence of diving
in water. This suggests the Roonka people often swam in
the river and dived beneath its surface, probably to
collect shells", So said a scientist who was examining
old aboriginal sculls,.How is your earhole?

FOR THE SHORTSIGHTED DIVER

Further to Tony Epton's article on the same subiject,
Westway Sports in Fremantle stock a mask called Kinugawa
Optical Mask, It is a well fitting mask with the

normal glass plate, People whv are short sighted can
purchase optical lenses which can be easily fitted to
the inside of the mask. There is a wide range of the
corrective lenses available off the shelf, Cost ? $31.00

THE KISS OF LIFE A HEALTH HAZARD? reed .

Professor Bekker of a Unlver51ty in South Afrlca sald
herpes type-l was regularly being transmitted by facial
contact during sporting events, A number of cases are
recorded where people have caught the disease.after
rubbing faces with other competitors, The disease

causes painful blisters.and sickness, .The virus is trans
mitted most regularly when there is an abrasxon present,

SIGN-AT COTTESLOE BEACH

"Regulation costume for men and womén, dress of dark
material, serge, flannel or flannelette, extending
from the shoulder to the knee, Those in swimsuits
should not loiter on the beach or the jetty."

(Year 1900) - -
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FROM THE CHAIR MAL FERRIER

Not much of a report this month I'm afraid., I have
been having a splendid®time aboard the 'Horizon'

at the Abrolhos and the dear UEX News was far from my
mind, Next month, though I'l1l tell you about the trip,

We- sent a letter to a certain local newspaper p01nt1ng
out a few misconcéptions that they-have, but they

wouldnt oublish it, and that, 7 hove is the end of that.

Dont forget to get a oarty together for the quiz night |
on Nay ?4th

Tme UGLY, TTe CRUEL AND T7TS BLOODY

The slaughter of baby harp seals on the Canadlan

ice flows,

The anadian government which permlts and encourages
the annual massacre of those defenceless and harmless
c reatures should be made to suffer in every way. -~
You can show that you care by protesting, by condem-
ning and by refu31ng to buy anything that comes from
Canada

DID YOU KNOW THAT._,

ves.To build a warship in the l7th century 4, 000 oak
- trees had to be felled,

.eeo.TOobuild a ship considerable amount:of curved wood
was required, Thls was bent ané shaped 1n b0111ng
water, -

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

The Great Barrier Reef ig the largest coral reef in
the world., About 10 percent of the world fish species
live there. The reefiis the work of coral polyp which

" ©rms an underlying skeleton of lime, The greater part

of the réef is submerged at all time, Living coral:.
grows along the outer edges., More than 300 different
types of coral can be found, with the staghorn c0ra1

" being most abundant,

The Barrier Reef' is not a continuous- reef but a collec-
tion of several coral reefs and islands, Some of them
are a mile wide and about 15 miles long, They are
séparated by deep channels, The outér edges are marker
by foaming breakers, The water between the reefs and
the mainland is about 200ft, deep w1th many smaller
reefs rising from it,

DIVING DISPLAY

The U.E.C will organise a diving d&isplay at the La Pl:
shopping centre, Bentley on the 12-17 September,

QUIZ NIGHT .
**kxX¥FLOREAT HOTEL*%****24TH MAY*?****?.30PM*****$3.0C"

Come one, come all, it is nearly tlme for another
famous U,E, C, aulz night,

A mere $3 a ticket gets you a full nlght of

merriment and mirth and you may even walk away with ar
arm load of prizes,

Enclosed in your magazine you may find some tickets

to this gala event, our success depends on you sellin7
“these tickets, Do get on the phone and round up your
table of six master minds.

More tickets are available on redquest,

if you are unable to sell your tickets (a highly unli
prospect) please return them as soon as possible

All prizes will be gratefully accepted, Enquiries t

John Lutey 457 8537 Mal Ferrier 457 5577



~—PHE--DIVING -SCENE—

A NOVEL WAY TO SALVAGE - Ba ot g R
According to a Japanese legend divers more than a
century ago attempting to recoverfa shipload of o B
valuable vases belonging to the Emperox, found that o
the ship sunk in water too deep for them to dive, . °
So they captured a number of small octopi, tied thin
lines to them and dropped them over the side of the
workboat which was anchored directly above the wreck.
The octopi seeking a place to hide soon found the
vases and crawled inside them. The lines were then
pulled up bringing the octopi and the vases as well.
The vases were returned to the Emperor and the octopi

S5et

were eaten by the divers, (The usual human reaction, one

good turn deserves another

—MARTIN

The dive on the 2 April was to Rottnest. As a matter
of fact we circum nagivated the island, Past Parker
Point to Radar Reef,
dive there. Next we tried the Cathedral Rocks but
unfortunately we did'nt find the big cave which is
featured in the pert® Dive Guide. The second dive on
Roe Reef was excellent. Easter Monday with the sky
overcast and the clouds dripping we took off again for
Rottnest. There weren't many boats out on that day,.

Yet the diving was fine, We found the drop off at
Parker Point, Like the Great Wall of China this wall (‘
of lime stone, teaming with life extended as far as the
eye could see, And the visibility was good, about 50ft,

The top of the drop off was about 40ft the bottom about

75ft. We took a bearing on this site so it will be
easy to find next timﬁgﬂ““ il s
The second dive was in shallover water closer to the ig-

land. We found a lot of-caves to swim through,

.

The swell was too big so we didnt %

cte s ¢
h

653

~ o
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I
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THE HISTORY OF A DIVE SITE

Around the year 1885 afghans and their camels camped

on the sands where now Cottesloe beach is., But soen
they were replaced by the people of Perth who dis—
covered this beautiful spot. The Fremantle to Guildfor
Railway helped to make Cottesloe the most popular
seaside resort between the years 1900 and 1945.

On fine days more than 1600 people travelled to

the beach by trains, Cottesloe became the miniature
Brighton of Western Australia, There were bands
playing, there were the tea rooms and the ice crean
parlours, beach concerts and community singing,
There were the doggem cars, ferris wheel and the
hot dog stalls, There was a jetty built in 1904

150 feet long but it got washed away four months

TIater in winter stomms. In 1906 they built a much

larger jetty. It has wide promenade with a band
stand in the middle where bands played on weekends.
The steamer Zephir used to callthere on the way
to Rottnest, Thousands of people used to stroll:
along the jetty enjoying the fresh sea air, They
used to drink ginger beer out of earthenware bottles
and soda out of bottles with the marble stopper.
I bet you they have thrown a lot of them into the
water, :
The jettywas pulled down in 1949,
In 1925 a shark killed Simeon Ettérson attacking him
twice, There were about 5,000 pecple on the beach
and in the water, A shark proof fence was.erected
in 1936 on concrete pylons, one of which can still
be seen standing, The other has been undermined by the
sea and has fallen over,
The jetty used to be just south of the concrete
pylon and if you are lucky you might come across some
of those old bottles on the--bottom,

-5 -
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NIGHT DIVE

A very successful night dive was held at the Garrenup

on Saturday the 26th of March. After negotiating the
side 6f the North Mole, divers joined Denis Robinson's
boat which was anchored above the wreck, There were soon
Aights flickering in and out of .the hull as the divers
explofed every part of the wreck, With the boat above
this was one of the safest night dives ever held.

NEXT LONG WEEKEND

on the Anzac Day long weekend we are going to Rottnest,
There is room for 16 divers on the boat, so book early.
we leave Fremantle on Saturday morning and return
Monday afternoon, Ring Martin on 458 2224, Cost will be
about $3h if we get a full boat, plus of course tank
fills, There will be sleeping room for ten on the boat,
The rest will have to sleep in tents on shore, If the
boat gets booked out but you still want to come, there
is the ferry or your own boat if you have one, . .We can
just about guarantee two good dives each day.

IS THERE STILL TREASURE THERE? TIBI

In 1839 the Elizabeth was.recked near Wharton Street
Cottesloe. She was a 192 ton three masted wooden barque.
It is a shipwreck without any sign of a wreck being
anywhere, I am told that only after winter storms could
you be lucky enocugh to see anything of her when the

sand gets washed away. ; N :

Anyway in 1928 a canmon was found at the foot of pierce

‘'street by a local resident, Coins and cannon balls have

been found by Wharton and Beach Streets since 1885,

An iron bound treasure chest was seen in shallow water
-6 -
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by several early residents of the area,

Barry Martin found cannons in 1956 which were raised

by the U _E.C, . o v !

Articles salvaged from the wreck have been displayed

at the Fremantle Maritime Museum, This site is protects:
under the Maritime Archaeclogy Act of 1973,

(I1f you find a watch near the reef its Dave's).

AIR CONSUMPTION TIBI

At rest lungs hold about six pints of air and about
one pint is inhaled with each breath, During times
of exertion the lungs can take in more than ten times

. the amount of oxygen that is used when breathing

normally, e

Lungs are complex structures and look like the cross
section of a sponge. From the wind pipe bronchial

tubes enter near the top of each lung and deliver in-
haled air, The lungs are composed of about 760 million
microscopic air sacks, the alveoli, The alveoli are
covered with tiny capillaries and through them the blood
delivers waste carbon dioxide and picks up fresh supply
of oxygen. Normal breating rate is 18 to 24 times a
minute, about 1400 times an hour and 34000 times a day.

NOMINATION

Bob Martin 35 Livingstone St Beaconsfield.

HEARD ON THE GRAPEVINE.

Pam missed her cupspf. tea, evidently there was a
shortage of this vital fluid on the Abrolhos trip.,...
Peter couldnt come home fast enough,,..Tony is leaving

_us,. he is off to Europe,..Rodger is giving up diving,.

-7 -
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.« U,F,C., ANNUAL WINDUP PARTY

AND

PRESENTATION NIGHT

FRIDAY 24TH JUNE

AT THE CLUBROOMS

.+ MODEST CHARGE

*h

PHOTOGRAPHERS

' Your entries for the <Xerry Stokes
1983 Trophy must be submitted at
the next General Meeting,

You must submit a minimum of three{3)
"slides or prints, Please put your name
on the back, ‘ e

T

QUIZ NIGHT

7.30 p.m.

TUESDAY 24 MAY

FLOREAT HOTEL

LOTS OF PRIZES, LOTS OF FUN
TOP. M.C.

Rhkkd



‘his UEC year is sputtering out.

FROM THE CHAIR - Malcolm Ferrier -« -« -

The training is over,
winter is closing in on the diving trips, and the people
who give their time to committee are looking forward to the
end of their term. Some of theém will be back next year,
some gave up months ago, I'm stepping aside, Nine years of
committee involvement have made me hanker for a few Monday
nights at home, Lobking back over-all those years and all
those people who have pushed and shoved to get the point
of view that they knew was right one accepted by their rs,
makes me feel like a museum piece. There have been some
momentous nights, This: &lub: has. had some very capable
and strong willed people directing its affairs over the
years, My terms as President. have been mercifully placid
compared to the eplc struggles that took place five or six
years ago, I was: fascinated. and.-silent witness to the
often inspired, sometimes dreary, occasionally banal debates
that took place back in the .0ld Naturalist Hall,
Bob Wallis; Dave Kenny; John Walden; Keith Errington; Les
Coleman: Mike Pollard; Ken Harrison, Mal Thomson; Ben Bruens
and many more, These were all splendid club people, and the
differences that occupied us late into many evenings were .
rarely fired by selfish motives. It is a great shame that
involvement in any public activity eventually wears down the
keenest workers, The wisdom and energy of these people is
very hard to replace, It is sad that too often they come to
be regarded as hoary anachronisms by the newer members, ‘
sincerely hope that the people who will inherit this club;
its assets and its traditions, will not let the debt that
is owed to the selfless workers of the past be forgotten,
2 - - .
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For the next four days we d%ved around Sunoml and Leus
took a trip down to Pelsart where we dived in the
eastern part of the group; and walked around Gun

Island which is in the West, We saw turtles gliding be:
us and shearwaters soaring.above. Dolphins. did barrel r
on our bow wave and stared back at us with their black
and friendly eyes, We spotted a solitary humpback,

and brought the boat right into the upwell of water fro
his great tail, The.whale hreached a few metres from t

(nd headed off at a rate we could not match while we 1i
“che rail in rapt awe .at the.majesty of that oily grey

back pouring itself upy over; and back down into the wa
A silent and mysterious. creature whom we longed to reac
but who had no interest in us at all, Near Sunomi a te
foot wobbegong sullenly patrolled. the reef below the bo
the size of it a majesty not usually apparent in the
species,
The diving was mostly on dropoffs Typically, a domed t.
of say twenty feet dropping down to eighty odd feet all
around, The top was generally rocky.and covered in pla’
coral while the steep slopes would be thick with stag-
horn., On the top.of the mound the. fish were .often proli
particularly buffalo.bream which were. far less cautious
than they are here, 1In .the: staghorn. hordes. of. tiny
coral fish bustle about :and pause to stare at the lum
divers. There are serried.ranks. of plate coral all up u:
own the cliff faces..and under the. plates; which can be
twelve feet across; is a host of creatures. living off *
each other, There are crayfish under the plates too, a
they are also less cautious than the Rottnest crays.
Diving at the Abrolhos can be an enchanting experience.
the conditions are good: and this Easter they were perf
it is probably as good as any coral diving in the world
- 15 -
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EASTER AT THE ABROLHOS by MAICOLM FERRIER

The Abrolhos Islands are in three groups. The southernmost;

the Pelsart Group; is.38 miles due west of Geraldton.

This group is the largest in'area, though there are probably

fewer islands in it, Pelsart Island itself and the

Half Moon Reef form a crescent about ten miles long and
the other islands in the group nestle in the shelter of
this bulwark. Most of the islands in this group are small;

some barely big enough for the fishermens huts that perc¢h: -

on The most famous island in this group is Gun Islaf
where the Zeewyk survivors lived for some months and built
the small sloop that was the first boat made by Europeans

in this country., Post office island is also in this group,

The diving is excellent in the Pelsarts, though it is
more difficult to find good spots because of the distances
involved,

Twelve miles to the north is the Easter Group, This is a
more compact bunch of islands, Italso has the largest

number of fishermen#s huts on Big Rat and Little Rat Islands,

Because of its smaller overall area this group is
favoured by charter boat operators., Good and Yaried dives
can be had within a mile of the anchorage,
the Wallabis, is about twenty miles north again andis in
fact closer to the Murchison than it is to Ceraldton.
The Wallabis are more substantial islands, being higher
and visible from much further out to sea, These are the \l
islands of the Batavia saga.
And so this Easter, aboard the Horizon there came to these
low and arid clumps of linestone ten UEC divers, We pulled
up at their permanent mooring near Sunomi Island in the
Easter Group and sorted ourselves out, It has not been a
bad trip across and anyway, the Horizon is a vessel with
impeccable sea manners, but we had a fewchurning stomachs
aboard. - -

- 14 -
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The third group:

I have no idea who will be rumming the-tTub’next seaso:
So far nobody has shown. interest. But-if you take sone t
out of the club, and if you would like to see it prospe:i
have a think about pitching in ahd making things happen.
Banjo Patterson wrote a ballad called *Riders in the Sta
about the people who are full of insight about how thing.
should be done, but who never do anything themselves, '
It may be.cosier in the stand, and you will never lose a
but the jockeys are having more fun, Taking a position o
committee can be a real growth of experience and a lot of
" Jr it can be a-bludge, And one almost invariably finds t!
bludgers are the ones who do all the complaining., They
express their dismay in themselves by criticisim the sys?
in-all this pontificating is to encourage people who want
contribute to the club to get in and do a bit, but to tr,
head off that pe rson who alwaysseems to sneak into any ht
e nterprise, the critic who wont have a go himself, The r.
cghould stay-in the stand.

Well now, I suppose there are some who would say that I
have stayed in the stand, and there have been times when

ot

would have agreed with them, but I'm glad I pulled on the

Presidents job, It did me a power of good and the club p
up a few crumbs tog, I believe that the worst thing a «
official can do is take all the squabbles to heart., I ha
s=en too many good people pack it in because someone upse
- +hem in the committee room, It is all froth and bubble wi

(_11"is said and done and no amount of club politics shou

sway -one from the real business of life; the pursuit of
happiness,
"The ‘rule holds good ineverything in lifes uncertain fig
You'll find the winn er cant go wrong, the loser can't g
You ride a slashing race and lose-by one and all youre L
Ride like ‘a bag of flour and win- they'll cheer you 1n t:
(Riders ‘in the Stand") A, B, Patterson



A DIVE ON SUNDAY- by BARRY KENNEDY -

Sunday;ébout 10am -the four of us preparing for:a.

dive John;. Rodger, Bob and myself, Half a mile west of :-

Carnac 1l0-15 knot North Wester, a little choppy and

a fairly strong current, "Swim upstream of the boat"
advises John as we set off, Twelve metres under, the
country here is guite goqd,fHeavy reef some small caves
usual types and a number of fish., John and I Yook -into

a small cave and-we are suddenly attached by a large ol

Cuttlefish, I have to ward it off using my crayfish
hook, 1It attacks us time and time ayain., Rodger tries

to photograph it but it attacks his camera so ferociously
and fiercely that we have to leave and let it settle down,

John and I pair off and look around an area of reef,

I look forcrayfish and find only one which disappears
quickly back into its hole. Suddenly we are visited by
a playful sealion who entertains us for ten minutes with
barrel rolls, somersaults and beautiful acrobatac :
swimming., Mimicking every move we make, e, BT
'Fantastic Creature' finally its time to make our way
back., Checking my ' compass we move.back towards the boat,
After swimming some distance John decides to surface

and locate - the boat; I wait on the seabed, John signals
the direction of the boat from the.surface and I take a
compass reading-as John. decends to join me .and together

we swim on, After some time John signals that he is low |

on air so we decide to surface. What a shock awaits us.,-
We look around for the boat and there it is some 300
meters away! We must have.been, swept along in a strong
current, We could. feel it pulling at us,:moving us:
further from the boat., We began to .swim..I. start  to-
think that we might:not make it, it is se., far: away..w .
I put my head down determined to keep  swimming, John ris-
some 5 yards behind me,
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tralnlng in this state.

SDFA

The W A btanch of thé 'Scuba Divers Federation is unigu
fthat it akso issues diving qualifications for its affil
Training groups. As a member club the UEC is entltled £

.‘\

isshe- thelr certificate,
There are a number of other groups and 1nd1v1duals 601n
I am not familiar with their met.
74 :am nmot prepared to pass comment; but they should at
match the standards. laid down in our own training polic:
even be considered, CORET

Membe rs comments are invited,

Yok de ok

IN BRIEF

Tony Epton is taking off very soon for an éxtended stay
Europe and U,K. “Keep in touch with us thréugh the mag T

ok ek %

While the rest ofus were electing a new government ‘on ¥
the 5th.’ John Bele was forming a coalition ofhis owrn, J

kried Diane and took her two chilidtredn: Kinggley and ?
under his wing. John is a 200 foot dive specialist, so°
think he'll find -himself out of his dépth. Dave Kenny
there, so maybe thats why John and Diane chése a harp «
to serenade theéem, Best'w1shes from the U E.C.

‘u_-{ I B

et Moae

*****

We: arehavingrardemohsﬁratlon of the lates lelng géar at
the meeting so come and have a dekko,

_]_3_
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MAS (Confeéderation Mondiale des Activities Subaquatiques)
Translates as the World Underwater Federation, it is repre-
sented in many countries including Australia, Their

" gqualification is probably the most readily accepted around
the World. Unfortunately, I believe, they will only deal with..
one diving organisation in each copntry and this has caused

- friction between rival groups in Australia,

AUF AND SDFA

- L &

Federation of Australla are rival organisations, both
elaiming to repregsent divers interest, Each has branches

in all states. In general, neither group is directly 1nvolved
in training though the AUF is affiliated with FAUI, a

commercial training organisation, . T
vi D& _
.one in the same area, It is:'a very bad place

FAUL AND NOS | . g S o

The Féderatxon of-Aﬁétrallan Underwater Instructors and

" "the AUF jointly administer the "National oualification

System®_, Although their right to use the title "National"

is arguable, they do have a standardised gualification seheme
operating across Australia, The NQS qualification is rec-
ognised by the world federation (CMAS) and as such is a

desirable ticket to hold, . “ k-”xf
: (; _~reached the shore at all, Yes he dld get the

PADI_AND NKUT L R

L
LAy

These are American based commercial training organisations
campeting with the FAUI and having standards comparable
with FAUI. I dont believe NAUI operates in W, A

- 12 -
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Ever so slowly I come pearer and nearer to the small
JL7G which: trails one hundred feet behind ' the bat,
Finally I reach it exhausted, I begin to pull myself
along the rope painfully slowly. I'look behind.: The

.~-rope has become -e¢ntanglel around my knife handle ‘and

I am pulling the flczt;along with me,” T &m alsgd
keeping it just out of Johns reach as-+he puffs along
behind me. I stop and release it, It cquickly floats
back to John, I see a look of relief in-his eyes ag
he takes heold ofit, By now I am so exhausted it

( ikes me i five minutes to get into the boat,

Looking ‘back I can see the othersavimming towards
he bat, - I help everyone on board and we begin to"

_plan our next dive, D1v1ng s*llke that ' i

****
He s

Thats Earry's experience, I have had a similar

for rips, A year or twor-back Wally Woodward
was washed away from his boat near Carnac,
and had a three hour swim to “arden Igland,
Wallys way of coping with the situation is
worth remembering, He removed his tank @and BCV,
Inflated the vest; attached the tank to it and
set them apdrift while he kept afloakt with® his
tsuit, Had he not done this, he may hot have

g ear back, ED,
T T Y
QUIZ NIGH'I' 24'I‘H MAY FLOREAT HOTEL
ROUND UP A TABLE OF SIX
DONATE- A PRIZE--REMEMBER,, VIRTUE IS ITS OWH
REWRRB......&4.... ;

g



* A good yarn never grows old. With no apologies, then, this
article is taken from the CUA Bulletin of June 1960.

"ABROLHOS ILADY, BOATS AND WHALES". By JOHN ALICHIN =~

I'11 begin by telling ydu a little of the inhabitants of our
particular island, There are four of us all told, Morris
Glazier, known to a few of the older members as an active
spearfisherman from ten years back, Ron Caine, also a
spearfisherman and belongs to the Geraldton branch of the
USFA and lastly, besides myself, there is Miss Muriel Thomas:
to my knowlegte the only crayfisher-woman on the coast, It g
about Miss Thomas that I would like to tell you, :

Muriel, whose nickname is Moo, is hot what one might expect
of a women who would take on such:a hard life. She ‘is not
a rough, tough, whisk¥ drinking, mavvy type of woman, 'but a
very guiet well educated English woman who has been in
Australia only four years, s

I first me her about six months ago when she was building
her boat and getting.it ready for the islknds. She' a¢tually
ouilt the boat single handed except for.occasional help from
:riends, and made a very good job of it too, I won't go
into details over the :-boat, but for those interested it'is
20ft, 7ft beam, double diagonal planked bottom and Bondwood
topsides, R TTE s Lo : ‘ g 2

A

Moo works her boat and hérfgear by herself and is suprisingly

:xrong for a woman, No doubt this is accounted for-by the ' -
‘fact that she pulled her pots.by hand until this year, when
she had a winch installed on.her boat. She makes a good - )
living and supports her mother who lives in Geraldton.?B%fbre
. leave Moo, I would like to mention that this quiet young
roman, who I would say is around 34=35 has rowed a dinghy
«cross the English Channel by herself, acting as escort for a
‘oss channel swimmer,

'here are about twenty boats working in the Southern Group of
‘he Abrolhos, and most of them are small and are called ¢
icooter boats. These boats are worked b:" one man and most

'f them make a good living, usually working for seven or eight
onths of theyear, The biggest danger of the thingtmoét' ,

eared by the men on the scooter boats is falling overboard,
- 6 -

the subject,.

¢) DIVER LIFESAVER '

* RLSSA Sub Aqua bronze qualification
¥ RLSSA Senior Resusitation certificate

d) BEEF DIVER . ”
¥ Two dives within 6 hours to 30m or greater: and
_Operate Wi@hin decompression requirements,
* Perform basic skills such as mask.clearing and .
removing and replacing demand valve at 30m,
* Complete a minimum of 20 dives with at least thre
between 20m and 30m

e) EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST _
* Perform basic repair and maintenance on common.
diving equipment -
* Operate filling equipment
* Other tasks as directed,

A number of the above tests can be done as part of your
normal diving, so ensure you log everything and have it
validated by your buddy. Also, from time to-time specia’
dives are arranged to complete these skills, See Martin
Smith to arrange these,, Hopefully we'll have Advanced
Diver ‘theory training pext'season. :

* PV emwe o

and more from John Paskulich

" FAUI. CMAS: NQS: ‘SDF??222222272722?

------------

pome recent comment by members indicate a considerable
amount of confusion about the many &cronymas associated
with diving organisations, I'11l try to shed some Tiymt .

: KD, BhvE e,
UEC NEWS MAY 1983



TRAINING REPORT by JOHN PASKULICH To understand this, you must realise that the motor is

going and should a man fall overboard he has little or

1. All current trainees have completed the course except of getting back in his boat. Unless someone is near an’
for the small boat handllng segment, This will be done as has happened, he has little chance of being picked up.
soon as the Mike Pollard is operatiomsl.

This has happened to two that I have met here, ‘One los?

2.Remember; toaga;n.quallflcation you must do .two boat dives and was picked up several hours later. The other was mc
with the club, Please contact Martin Smith for this (and ate, He grabbed a trailing rope, and although he could:
dont forget your BCV's this time!) himself up to the boat, someone had seen him. When they
i stopped the boat and pulled him on board only fifteen m:
3,Presentation night will be on the 24th June at the he collapeed unconscious on his deck., He was very lucky_
Booragoon clubrooms, The recipients will receive a wall : (
certificate and an ID card, You must supply us with two Here are two anecdoetes concerning whales and vouched fc
passport type photos for the ID card. Please do this as reliable witnesses. '

soon as possible,
Last season a fisherman was working in about flfteen fa’

4, Advanced tralnlng, a school of vhales, between twenty and thirty in number
I fully endorse lel s comments on this subject, To near his boat, The unusual thlng about them was that the
exploit the full potentlal of diving you must develop standing @ertically, with about 10 feet of their head ar
your skills far beyond those réquired of a basic course, above the water, They were small whales about 25 or 30fFL
Below is a precis of the FAUI advanced Diver practical they stayed in this position for abouta minute, turning '
tests, You. must quallfy in all subjects (including a from one side to the other, apparently watching him.
theory test) : : & Foop sy _ He admits to a llttle apprehen31on, for it passed thro L’
i _ ) that they may be klller whales which .are known to be ver
(a) RECOVERY DIVER ) ent and quite capable of turnlng small bcats over to eat
* 200 metre sompass swim with =+5m error, occupants, This took place in whale Bay in the southern
* Searﬁh an area of 500 .sq m and .recover 3 small items, a similar incident was witnessed by another fisherman,
* Raise a 40kg weight from 20m _ On another occasion, Muriel Thomas and her hother-in-law
* Three zero v131b111ty dives, ( ( Jisherman, were fishing for snapper at Shark Bay, when. a
N L surfaced near them, Either in its mouth or -wrapped axour"
(b) BOAT HANDLER ' el head was a giant squid or octopus. It surfaced twice and
* Prepare, launch and operate a small craft T up #bout fifteen seconds each time, It was .less _than’ a, T
* Drop and pick up divers, , yards off so they both had a good view of 1t They estlr _
* perform water entry and exit T the octopuses are supposed to live in deep water, but ng?-
* Land craft _vere fishing was.less than ten fathoms. The whale may. ha"{,
_ —_ - in from deep water, as it goes down to thlrty fathoms a'
- 10 - : further out, We find quite a few octopuses in our pots 't
UEC NEWS MAY 1983 anything bigger than flve feet tentacles,
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'TN~PRAISE.OF'T§E,BbUESI

Most reef Elshes have an _adult colour pattern that is
typical for the species, although there might be slight
differences hetwgen. the number of llnes or spots on the
body. ‘The colour cénsistency ensures qulck recognition
of members of one's species, and the configuration of
the colour, 1nclud1ng shape, . outlining, brllllance and
contrast, can present a signal for interpretation by
other fish, sharp demarcation between colours can hold
one's attention and bright colours, although increasing.
conspicuousness to predators can advertise one's presence
to rivals,

Sone of the most beautiful colours seen underwater
are shades of blue, The horseshoe leatherjacket (Meuschenia
hippocrepis) is a good example ofa bright blde species
with a yellow and brown blotch on the mid 31de of the body,
whilst the blue-throated wrasse (Suez1chthys spec1es) is .
usually a paler shade of blue, Bothspec1es can. be found '
off Rottnest Island and northwards to Houtmans Abrolhos
Even the old sand crab alias blue manna, blue sw1mmer ””
sandy makes one see blue Attalnlng a shell w1dth "of 7 '3/4"
but not, .as heavy as 1ts colleague the mud crab, "old sandy“
is cooked before belng sent to market and is generally
regarded as more delicately flavoured than the mud crab
and what about the Harlequln Smller° Found off the entirey
length of ‘the Queensland ‘coast thls member of the Jaw—fls es
has brilliant blue bands along 1ts 31 es The remalnlng
body belng yellow,~ 1lilac and gurple o

But to concl ude thls somewhat brulsed atrlcle, what about
the blue spec1es that ‘has a. red gr yellowband about half .
way . down its length protrudlng eyes and a dorsal hump? '
You can see plenty of them—around espec1ally Sunday mornlngs

-.8.-
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at WOOdman's Point,
N By the- way why iis blue such a predominent colour uhdc

‘We Know ‘that it is the last colour to lose vis1b11ity B

what accounts for the deep blue tonihgs of the fast Swir
pelagic fish such as marlln, sail fish and blue flnned g

'and how about all ‘of ‘that’ ‘blue staghorn coral’

@EMBERshIP

by Membe rship Secretary -

Herewith is the first warning that your Annual.
Subscriptions are coming due’ the deadllne belng the
AGM on 18th July, 1983,

(o W

T3

Because our Treasurer has a, klnd heart you w111 be'
able to pay your fees up to thé start of thé ‘July '
Meeting but it would be preferable if this mattdr was’
attended to earlier,

~If you aré Stlll unflnanc1al 1n July you w1ll not be

able to vote at electlon tlme as stated in’ the
pnstitution - refer sec 13 and 17a. .

Your subs are - senior $2%5,00, Junior $20.00

This reminder will be reéeated‘in the June and July
magazines after which, if your have not paid your
subs, you will cease to ‘receive the magaz1ne

-9 -
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THE JOY OF BEING SEASICK 2 - PRY e

on the last Boat trip to Rottnest three of us lucky”™
divers’ got pleasantly seaSLCk whlle the rest looked
on env1ous1y.” '

we three had the time ‘of our life enjoying being sea-
sick, all the others could do was dive,

1f you have never been seasick yow dont know what you
are missing, "so we would like you to join us and enjoy,
it on the next boat trip, If you are not naturally (
gifted we can give you a few ‘Hints on how to make it
easier for you too, to be luckly enough to take part,
First you must make sure that the trip w1II be on a
day when the sea is rough and the wind is blow1ng at
least a strong gale. To help things anng you ‘should
have had'a heavy night at a party the nlght before,
followed by a good helping of greasy pork chops and

a couple of raw eggs for breakfast

once on 'bosrd ple one oOf the prime pos1t10ns, eithex
down below near the loo or near the stern of the boat
and the diesel fumes. Relax and inhale deeply. Look at
sbmething on the boat that moves v1olent1y."f" s

By ‘the time the boat is about half a mile past’ the
North Mole you should feel a little spueamish, = This

is a good sign, it wont be long, (

wWhen the time comes you will know it, You will turn
pale’ ‘with pleasure, your head wiil float in the clouds
_and the plt of your stomach w111 héave up de11c1oﬁsly.

It will be the point of mo return, dont figﬁt'it;
enjoy it,

16 - UEC NEWS JUNFE 1983
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KNOW THE HISTORY OF A DIVE SITE . FIBI

ALBANY 3 g : TRl Sy A

In November 1826 a detachment of 44 soldlers and con-
victs were despatchéd~from New South Wales under
command '6f Major E8mond Lockyer, The expedition arriv
in the brig "Amity" on December 26, 1826 and Lockyer
named the 'settleément Frederickstown in honour of Fre-
derick, Duke of York and Albany. The name was never
popular 'and was replaced on January 1, 1832 b the
nanie of one of the’Dudhles, ALBANY,

It is natural ifo presume that this part of our coast
was visited by many early american whaling ships long
before 1622 when the crew of the ship "leeuwin" first
sighted King George Sound, Captain George Vancouver

in 1791 chartered the many bays and Goastal lfeatures,
In 1801 captain Mathew Flinders anchored in“the tsound
for a month., As the French have been active along the
southern coast for many years, fear of a french occu-
pation of King George Sound prompted ‘New ‘South wWales
to despatch the "Amlty" A full size replica of the
wooden ship stands on the foreshore at Albany

at the exact spot where the original party landed 1n
1826

‘At Frefichman Bay the Albany Whallng station was opera-
ting until 1981, One df the whale chasers was the Chey
III which lay“idle -at the Albany town jetty sincé’

-51978 Nobody wanted to buy ® her so it was déc1ded to

“dnk’ her  -in King Géorge Sound, Peter Horton- leed on
her and hé promised this magazine a full’ ‘report.
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THE LOWEST

The lowest point on the earth surface is 400 metres
below the level of the Mediterranean Sea, It is the
.Dead Sea, i - - g S
Israel wants to use- thlsdufference in helght to
generate eleetrie power by pumping water undexr the
desert from the:Mediterranean to holding dams akove
the Dead Sea, - From the dams the water will drop :
400 metres down in a pressure shaft to the:turbines,
If you think that the-Mediterranean Sea will dry up. [
and that the Dead Sea will rum over, you are wrong, -
Tt has been calculated that in twenty years the level
ofrtheugeaé Sea will only- rise- .11 metres; - )

TEEL - - ) ’

THF OLEFQrP

_The worlds oldest surv1v1ng Shlp has been moved to

a specially built museum beside the Kings Pyramid -
~in Egypt.- g

The ship is:the: Royal Shlp of Klngs Cheops, second
king of the fourth dynasty. {2613 - 2494 BC) ,

The 48 metre long.ship;lay in a dry rock chamber

for 4600 years, It was protected by the even temper-
ature .and thldlty_prov1ded_by_the limestone blocks
above, Not so in the museum, As the temperature ..
rises during the day the timbers dry out and expand,
but during the nights-moisture it. is..not .reahsorbed,
The .Egyptians will correct this by placing; five
tong of silica gel into .the roam. (You have seen
silica .gel.in little gloth bags in your pill.bottle).
The silica-gel which is.silica dioxide, will give off
moisture .on hot days .and. reabsorb it during:the.

cool nights.

2 - 'UEC NEWS SUNE 1983

COOKING WITH PAUL

Oon the .club's Anzag weekend trip to. Rotinest aboard |
the:. Lysander I had a; chance to show off my culinary.,
skills with the fish caught by Martin and Steve, .

Since a couple of people have asked me for the receipe
for Garlic .sauid (or cuttle fish) here it is.-

At sty DEs

You will need-
i,SOOmg cleaned squld cut 1nto thln strlps
10. cloves of garlic ,
i/2 a cup. of nx& olive oil

' 50gm of butter,
1/2,a cup of nles;lng

T e gra

~i

Crush garllc, blend w;th the 011 and, add the _squid,
Leave it in the, frldge overnight to marlnate Next
day melt the butter in a thick bpttomed pan_add the.
squid and cook over a high heat for two_to three
minutes. Add the wine, cover the pan and reduce the
heat, : s1mmer1ng until the squid is tender. gerve as
a first course. sprlnked with freshly(chopped parsley.
I am plannlng to do a rec1pe each’ month -Te} if anyone
would like to know. how.to cook a partlcular type of .
fish or other seafood please let me know..

3

FERRIES

The Ferry Cpuntess w111 undergo a. reﬁlt whlch w1ll
inelude the. 1nstallatlon of a new. engine, The Ferry
Perth will have 45 centimetres removed from her funnel
to allow her<to.pass’easily under the Fremantle. Bridge,
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WAGONWHEERLS T STEAM

The first steczmer launched on the swan river on Octcber

13 1857 was entirely built in the Colony by T.W,Mews

in a shed below Mount ‘Eliza.,. The engines were made by

Solomon Cook an american who had a workshop where
Boans now.are in Murray Street, ‘

The steam boat was called the *Speculator”, She had
paddles on each side of the hull and the boilers were
made of steel bullock waggon tyres riveted together,
The pistons were sguare, Steam leaked every here but
the vessel turned out to be very serviceable,

ViISIT THE MUSEUM

Now that the diving weather has left us lLicre is your

chance to spend a delightful hour or se in the Maritime

Museum, Cliff Street, Fremantle, Open l-5pm Friday -

Saturday and Sunday, You-can--have a look at those’:~

cement kegs, bottliess and other material salvaged from
the Sepia without having to dive 50-60 feet,

Among other interesting items to see are Dutch wreck

material and the limestone gateway salvaged from the

Batavia,

. TONI EP@OM

Has arrived in Athens and the Greek islands, He-isy

enjoying windsurfing and visiting’ the runins of an¢ient
cities, : - s
14 - UERC NEWQ 1983 : o e

PAY UP OR ELSE

-

The subscription countdown continues,'this could bem;u

second last magazine unless you.pay your subs by
commencement of the meeting on July 18, 1983,
The fees set by the Committee of. Management for 83-84

cares:

Ordinary memkers. $25

Junior members $20
Social members $10
Country members $10

Post your -subs to P o. Box 28, Nedlands or hand it to
a Committee Member, - p Vtran

Membershlp Secretary.

- 4'\- . . - . \ s . JI

ARE YOU ONE OF THESE? Tage imand

It has been found that-the bulk of: the diving gear

is sold to infatuates, The purchaser .often takes
lessonsiin:a heated pool but his diving-career rarely
survives many ocean -dives, He hands his dgear up

in the,family room where he can show it to v1siﬁors
boastlng about his many dlves

WINTER DIVES

'After a winter dive a wet vetsuit.can get very cold,

Take it off, -dry yourself and get ‘dressed to avoid
Chlll Drlnk.SOmethlng hot

HARD TO BELIEVE e

TR g
The surface. areanof one gram of silica dloxlde is
800: :sgquare metres, ~ ¢ - Wt % 5
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THE PEETTY MAIDEN TIBI

The ship "Kwinana" was originally nanied "Darius" when
built in 1892 by W. Doxford and Soms at Sunderland
England for three Melbourne ship owners, One of them
was James Service, The ship was 3,295 tons and she was
used to transport horses to the Imperial Forces in
India., Purchased by the Western Australian

Government in 1912 she was renamed "Kwinana" aboriginal
for Pretty Maiden., She was used to transport cattl?
from the Kimberly to Robbs Jetty (which didnt have

a jetty and the cattle were just pushed overboard

and allowed to swim to shore). : The ship could carry
up to780 cattle on each trip,

She also carrled tlmber to New zealand, South Africa
and sandalwood to China.

She suffered a series of mishams, like scraping her
bottom along- Success Bank in 1913, fire in the coal
hold in 1914 and the same year she hit a rock in the
Cambridge Gulf, 1In 1920 she spr8¥ng a leak and later in
the same year another fire, <Coal was ignited by the
donkey boiler just after she left Geraldton, The

crew managed to dampen the fire and she limped into
Carnarvon two days later, The coal was unloaded but
the hot steel plates set alight her cargo of timber, |
The "Xwinana" was ablaze. Thé crew could not put out
the fire and a message was sent to Fremantle for help.
The tug "Wyola" made full speed with fire fighting
ecuipment, The fire was put out but the "Kwinana"

was gutted from the funnel to the forepeak,

Shewasmade seaworthy for the trip to Fremantle

arriving there in . March 1921, Unfortunately in 20

Gauge Roads she collided with the §.S,"Port Stephens®
suffering more damage,
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"THE MIKE POLLARD"

The clubs inflatable boat is back in action. .The
outboatd motor has been overhauled and is ticking
over like a two bob watch, If you want to use it
check it out by ringing Peter Horton 444 9126, -

LAST BOAT TRIP

There is only one more boat trip left this year
weather permitting it will be to Rottnest on the

PRESENTATION NIGHT Jesve g

TEnVIT a0

Will be held on Friday 24th June in our own club
rooms—22 Shields Cresent,

Time -~ 8pm

Cost $5.00 includes light supper and drlnks.
Dont miss it,

HAMELIN BAY

That beautiful spot where we sometimes go for long
weekends was named after Captain hamelin of the
French ship "lLe Geographe",
a clash with the big white boat, was named after

t he ship "Eagle" which plied the south west coast,
Yallingup is aboriginal for "a place of Love".-.
Gracetown was named after Grace Bussel who res-~
cued survivors from the wreck "Georhette" on _
Calgardup Reef and Augusta after Princess Augusta
second daughter of George the III,

13 - UEC NEWS JUNE 1983
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 26th June (4582224) : L“-"A

Eagle Bay where we had -



DIVING.. .23t Al ey il Martln Smlth"‘ -
el

our monthly boat trip to xottnest got off to a

:good start on-the:22nd; With a full boat ofrdivers

_we headed for the open:sea, The sky was overcast

the wind was blowing and the sea was choppy. It

didnt look promising:at all, We picked a divesite

just off Dyers Island, - The boat was tocking like a

_horse which made gearing up difficult® and which made

some of us sea sick (ﬁ

pre . by s -

Those who went for a dlve reported strong currents,
almost nil v151b111ty. : : .

For our second dive we tried Roe Reef but conditions

~ there, were just as bad, Two divers-had difficulty
with reverse. sinus: blocks -and onei with an ear that

wouldnt clear. The three-who were sea sick, continued.

(See back page -for 1nstruct10ns) s L0

‘Hating to see all that good air left in the. tanks
going stale ian Cowan and I went for a third dive -
close to the islané near:GeordiecBay. It was a mis-
take, While looking-under-a-ledge I was viedously
attached by a cuttle: fish, It was quite-a shéck.,

(Its usually the other way around), Anyway Ianthaving
a good killer instinct retaliated thus not only
saving my life but also providing us with a delicious
meal two days later (See cooking with Paul)

The trip back was quite pleasant, we were all look—
ing forward to firm land under our feet again,

12 - UEC NEWS JUNE 1982

After inspéction_gshe was decTared unfit for restora-
tion, She was stripped of all flttlngs and the hull
was offered for sale, ! But:thefe was no buyer, She was
towed to Careening Bay to await her fate,

on.May 29, 1922 she broke her mooring in a storm and
was blown across Cockburn Sound to whére she now rest
She lay in shallow water rusting away”hntil in 1941 w
she was partly destroyed by the army using ex§1051ves
she remained like  that until in 1959 the Frematle |
Harbour Trust cat her down to low water line, Shé
was” filled with limestone”a@nd coricrete and now -

the Pretty Maiden 1s hardly‘recognlsed as a once
proud Shlp. ' %

s A.{.f

R AT

_LOOKING EAST FROM BASE -

Themnunent *which' ¢an 'bé s&eh’ on top of the Iimestone
ridge not fa¥’ ‘from the ‘Woodman Point llghthouse is

30 feet high, ‘was built i 1839“when Cockburn Sound
was mapped by Commander Whldham of the HMAS Beagle

BE PREPARED 23 “* 3 ST

R \'

.-Llfesav1ng 1nst%uctlons on é—BIack Seé Shlp, includin

how to- put on a life jacket-- ¥
"HELP SAVERING APPARATA, RN L
IN EMERGINGS BEHOLD MANY WHIS""LES
ASSOCIATE THE STRINGING APARATA ABGUT THE BOS
AND MEET BFHIND., FLEE THEN TO THE INDIFERENT
LIFESAVERING SHIPPEN OBEDIENCING THE INSTRUCTE

w2y

<‘OF THE:VESSELCHEF, P

N
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MASWFRMIND - UFC SmYLF - 'JOHN LUTEY

. The annual U_E.C. Quiz nght has been an& gone for
1983 and once ‘again a bonza night was had'by
all and we even made a few bob to boot.

In all,more than two hundred members and their
friends fronted up at the Floreat Hotel and
waited in hushed anticipation for master MC
Dave Xenny to deliver the brain teasers,

After an intense battle over nearly three
hours involving 80 cuestions, a table of ‘six
including our own PR man Kevin Cargeeg and his
wife Lisa emerged triumphant, ‘They scored a
very creditable 67 correct compared with 34
correct for the trio who finished last, For their
effort on the nlght they went home with a tin
of brains.

The rounds of questions were interspersed with
a number of raffles, "who am I's" and a round of
extra difficult guestions with the top: scorer
also belonging to the Cargeeg table, %Tops and
tails again, proved to be a good money spinner,
with almost everyone prepared to risk 20¢ for
the chance of being the last one left standing,

A few thank you ¢ are forthcoming from the night,

Firstly, to Dave Kenny-for again doing a splendid
job of delivering the guestions and keeping the
whole show on the move. To Elaine Airey,

Joan Sewell and Lyn Cleaver for hawking raffle
tickets to the multitude and for collecting
money throughout the night, To Rory Miller

for acting as the heavy on the door and helping
sue and Cheryl with the marking, Thanks also

to those people who donated prizes, or who

-6~ UEC NEWS JUNE 1983 . ¢ Lo phIey -

- Muddle along as we are until club training dies a
natural death,

- Discard all training commitments completely and
become just another "common garden" diving club.

- Spend a lot of money setting up a proper dive

school, including the training of professional ins-

tructors and then join the dive school rat race,

~ Redifine "Training" within the club, Thi s would
include revising our initial training course to re-
duce our dependence -on "Base" with the eventual
view of disposing of that liability and taking ad-
vantage of other, less expensive, advanced training
options. This would include the use of guest lecture
from the museum to develop our maritime archeology -
interests and the encouragement of members to partl—
cipate in such courses offered by the tech, schools
as Marine Biology and Coastal Navigation. Club
divers could be restructured to reinforce these.

These are my personal opinions only but I feel the
club should look at the problem objectlvely and
come to a satisfactory conclusion in the very near

future, otherwise we will end up losing out yet again,

"~ CALENDER OF EVENTS

June 20 General Meeting'
June 24 Presentation Night —

.June 28 Boat trip to Rottnest - ring Martin 458 2224

July 18 Annual General Meeting.
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TRAINING A PERSONAL_VIEW.,.:J, John. Pasculich

Due to personal commltments I w1ll not be nomlnatlng
for oOC Tralnlng next season, This and other factors
have prompted. me to raise that perennlal guestion,
W"What are our future plans regarding. tra1n1ng°"[

Con81der the following- -

We oﬁly'ﬁaVe two rualified instructors available at

the moment and no- asplrlng hopefuls training towards (ﬁ

thls quallflcatlon

If we persist with the scheme in its present form
a substantlal sum of money will need to be spent
repairing.the Woodman Point Base,

our traihing aids ahd"equipment are almost non
existent compared to what is offered.by the dozen
or so other dive schools we compete with, It would
be very easy to spend thousands of dollars in

this area alone to catch up,

Income from training amounted to less than $700
this financial year, This is based on subscriptions
received from new trainee members, less caosts
incurred. If instructors expenses were added to
this sum woyld be reduced substantlally.; Any .
unforeseen expenses eg repairing base would put us
in the red, 4 :

T
B

I feel several options are open to the Clubg, . .

U.E.C, NEWS JUNE 1983 - 10 -

went out canvasing for donations,

Finally a big thank you to all the ‘members who
attended on. the night and brought along their
frlends. Special- thanks must go to. Elaine Alrey ]
. for she not only spent most of the night selling
raffle tickets, but sold an’ amazing 36 tickets
for the night as well,

=y
sy

TRAINING REPDRT T . John- pasciil
mhe 1982 83qseason closed on the 24th of May with a
small boat handling session at Point Walter.--

In_all a total of 20 divers: - in two groups - completed
our basic course_ this season and will receiwe the

SDFWA accreditation, We also conducted refresher:'
_traiping and 24 members gained the FAUL. "Scuba.Diver
qualification as.well., These excellent results were
due wholly to the selfless .efforts of the training team
My thanks go to our .instructors Mal Ferrier, John

Lutey and to the others who assisted from time to time,

Dont forget the Presentatlon Night at Shlelds Cresent
on the 24th June, .

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IS ON THE 18TH OF JULY

. ALL COMMITTEE POSITIONS WILL BECOME- VACANT AND ANY
FINANCIAL MEMBER MAY BE NOMINATED FOR-ELECTION TO ANY
- POSITION,

X VAETEEEE A e . T s s

o s coxs

h?HERE WILL BE A GENERAL MEETING ON. THE ZOTH ‘OF - JUNE

DESPITE THE QMBB“§ON FROM THE .CAEENDAR, . .

a1 4 N -
e =) S
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ANZAC DAY LONG WEEKEND

The "Lysander" departed East Street ‘Jetty on tlme :

and headed for "Rotto" with a full complement of din
vers plus gear, . tucker, a fllllng compressor 'beddlng
and two bicycles,

The crew consisted of the elusive Steve Oddy, ‘our OWn
Tibi, ace photographers Xen and sheila Jones, chef of
chefs Paul with Helen, Dave Bennett with Sal, the clubs
resident "Pom" Peter Mortimer, the man at the helm
skipper Bob Martin and myself, of course, .

A slight S¥ wind was blowing, the sky was overcast
but we were all very opt imistic about the weather for
the weekend., We stopped for a dive at Parker Point,
where the visibility was great but the fish life was
absent, Next we headed for Thompson Bay to secure

the pen which Bob reserved for the boat and which was
to be out home for the next few days. e

After lunch of cold ¢hicken and salads we filled the
tanks and headed out to Roe Reef, It was a pleasant
dive, conditions on this side of the island were near
perfect so we decided to have a night dive off the
edge of the Transit Reef as well, after we filled

the tanks and did a bit of line fishing,

As soon as it got dark in we jumped, We were rewarded
for our effort because the fish were plentiful and
the water clear. 1In the dark we headed back to find
our pen invaded by a Xnight Errand, a yacht which
broke here mooring. By this time the easterly w1nds
stirred up the waves and the whole bay of boats
were dancing madly, After dragging the invader back

to her own pen we settled down to a wery restless night,

during which the Night Errand escaped agaln and
started to attack us, 5

8 -~ UEC NFWS JUNE 1982

"'on Sunday we headed for the "Mira Flores" down by

"Narrow Neck", We haé a bit of trouble finding the
weck but when we did the anchor fell beéside.€he
concrete marker, Not a let 'left of this wreck and’
whats thBre is scattered over a large’area”aléng’ =
the floor of a canyon, ‘It was a pleasant divé, Ken'
and I shot off some movie film, After lunch we head ed
out to North Point Reef hoping to find fiSh 6r crays
for supper. We got nothing to eat but we found

a beautiful garden of coral. ;
We finished the day off with having a barbéque and

a few drinks. Sleeping in the boat was again uncomfor
table with the boat rock ing madly,

Monday we headed for the "City of York" which was

a dream to find., We saw the concrete marker from

the boat before we saw the wreck. This ws ah excellent
dive, She is a beautiful wreck, draped over a large
reef, The crystal clear water was 1deal for

more movie making.

The' last dive for the weekend was on the outside of
roe teef where Steve and I collected some lunch”

which was superbly cooked by Paul., We all had a feast,
Thanks to the near perfect weather, the good company,
and the good skipper we all had a magnificent weekend,

ANYONE FOR TENNIS-

1f theréiis anYone interested in playing tennis on
Thursday evenings from 7pm to 1l0pm at Scarborough -
please ring Peter Horton 4449126 to arrange a game,
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IT 15 WITH DEEP REGRET THAT WE - -
ANNOUNCE THAT A LONG STANDING. . -

CLUB MEMBER, HUCH PETERS PASSED |
AWAY ON'5.7 63 AFTER A LONC ILLNESS.

HE WILL:ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED,



The countdown concludes -

July 18th is the Annual General Meeting and if you are
not financial not only can you NOT vote, but also you
can NOT stand for any of the positions falling vacant
that night,

To ensure that you are not inflicted with this dread 1
condition pleasepay your subs - preferably before
July, 18th but if unable to do so the Treasurer (bless
him) will readily relieve you;ofyour subs prior to
the meeting, being ~ ordinary ... $25.00
A5 Tl ©ojundor ¢ il . $20.00
Country . eas $10.00
Social '+ ... 310,00

Postal address is, the Secretary, Post Office Box 28
Nedlands 6009
Enjoy this magazine, it could be your last,

MEMBERSHI P
SECRETARY

11 either. complete a project, during the season or
seasons in which the tests are being taken, that
would be of use to the club or to diving generally,
Oor, write an essay ofnot less than 2,000 words
on a subject allied to diving.

12 Navigation - a, swim 400 yards on a compass and by
judging the distance covered, surface within
150ft of a finishing point marked by a buoy.
b, Swim without any navigational aid for 100yds
underwater and surface within 50ft of a finishing
buoy.

Hugh's story ends here but the Proficiency goes on and
since this time not only have Harold and Wally their
Certificates so have Dave Kenny, June and Keith Erringt
Tony Manikedes, Harry Threlfall, Dot Davies, John Bele,
Mike Pollard, Phil McWhirter with my name being added
on 24th June, 1983,

As you are aware time has changed underwater thinking
and some of the listed tests are no longer amsidered
wise or safe but the Proficiency Certificate is still
there in its altered shape for anyone interested in
under-taking it, Thankfully there is no time limit as
the seasons Ifve taken are many,

For health reasons dives are no longer conducted in
Ialle Monger but there is a nice muddy spot in the
CanNing..ceeecececceooes

Flaine Airey.

19



1f the Mud dive is test mo, .13, what do the ofher 12
entail? Plenty! Only one UEC Diver -, Chris Sugden v
who now!'lives in NSW - has passed all 13 teébs.

Harold Roberts has one to go and wWally Woodwayd two.
These are the other 12 tests in order -

i A %k milggswim,withaut any équipment, in any style
and any time but no stops for rests, %

24 A 2 mlle swim w1th mask flippers and s:.'stlltzelJr (
3. A % mile swim on the sur face wearlng aqualung,
lead belt and basic equipment. No-air may be used

from the bottle as this-test assumes that the
diver. is without air, s vy ;

4,  Four free dives:tb 30ft within six minutes.

S. A dive to 200ft. .-
- 2 | 5 - ‘.r. F o B o 1

6. A search.in at least 10ft of water on a muddy
-bottom-blindfolded (the diver is allaved one rest

but most complete the search within one hour).

7... Write an article on gearch technigues used for:
various typoes of water, , ; : s b _-(

8, A free ascent from 1l00ft .

]

9. A free ascent from-soft.after exhaling alf.béeath.

[ e

10, ¢we1ve .dives to 100ft or: more, sPendlng at 1east
five minutes below at 100ft on each dive, .

A
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what ‘a whlvrbang ‘show we ‘had. this year' Cosy and not.
terribly grand:’ but a capital do: none-the. less, I suppos:
there were about sixty people there, Some hoary old
faces, and a hean of shiny new ones, Tt was a self help
show, Ouite a number of members pitched in so rather
than miss anyone, ('ll thank them en masse, The club:!
rooms were nicely decked out and lit in sort of an
early decadent .manner. . We ate well %oo, . A number of
members have asked me for the recipe of Steven Oddy s
meatballs. Apparently they are splended for clearing
blocked pool filters,

Initial certificates were awarded to---

CRAIG CLARXK e - - STEPHEN HARWOOD -

BAPRY XENNEDY NEIL HAINES
SFAN FULLARTON £ chota -+ DAVID- FIELDS
CHERYL PRINT ©+:  DPAN SKILLBECK
DOMINIC PRONZITTI ALAN REEVES
‘VITTORIO RONZITTEL - JEFFREY SWAN. : . .
'KURT BLANKSBY © "~ o CHRIS CROFT
PERRY MORRIGS =i - - : JANE CROFT . -
BOB COTTON L e TONY SPENCER- -
'RFG BATEMAN DAVID MILLED
" 'DREW- BROWN L YN SOREN ‘€OPELY

The UFC PROFICTENCY AWARD was presented to
FLATINFE AIRFY -

A total of twenty six NOS scuba diver certificates were
attained by UFC members this season,

Fight Sub A~ua Bronze medalions were earned by the
club during the year



This has been a notable year for the UEC. Training
in particular has reached a standard hitherto unknown
in® this club i-“+thank -the many people who contributed
thls season and w1sh the'lncomlng commlttee well.,
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Contact the @ecretary or John Paskulltch TR
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Dont forget the 'AGM. Come and have a say.in the running
of your club, ’‘Pemember, only financial-membexrs can have
a vote, f you ‘have not renewed your subscription «for
the coming yedr;’ you ‘are not financial, T SN
AT T T
™here will be: refreshments afterwards. Bring a plate if
you wish, g
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Divers taking the test had to feel their way down the
pipe into the black void, remove a piece of cord
‘thdoRda t8 'wire wound round the vipe and surface with
the ebrd, "mhe -néxt ‘diver h&d to replace:it, - Thé test
proved that’ ‘thé divers could work successfully under
-at Teadt 5ft™ omeua lpre-metrlc days)

~
. Tk 1

"If you held your hand within a foot of your face
yotcodlnttsde itw g&4fd 'diver” XEV1n Curnow as he-
w1ned steaks "of mud: from ‘his ‘facé and chest. 'The
mud test is not a happy experlence for anyone likely
.tovgufferfrom cluustrophobla fwo 'of 'the ‘boys were
hlt by 1t last year sald WOodward
However, ®BIl" ‘tén UEC mémbers taklng the test this
year camé throdgh with flying colours “Hey had to
pull themselves down the pipe. '$wimming -down was out
of the question., Flippers, too, were out - the mud
vAS 'tOO"tHJ'.C]'{T." 3 W ] J FP n .

(a1 ; o $1 LA HE

To surface, they had to rely on a tender who was -
standing in a dinghy moored to the top of the pipe,
Fout' tugs on the’ llfellne meant m1531on completed
‘"anid the tender would ‘start haullng thb dlver up by a
rope “tied around his waist, e

Theré were ‘Spécial modifications to thé divers' breath-
ing apparatus to prevent it “being clogged‘by mud.

The dive was an unpleasdht task, But'all' the UFC
members took it in thelr strlde-lncludlng one glrl
> (gue's's’ who?) Flaihe Airey., ‘Stherd who passed it =
Woodward Curnow, Alkert Nttey, Lindsay Jones, Nurray
»Hehd,” colin! Firmin, Kelth Waghan, Bob Manwarlng~dnd
Dr. George Weaver, j 2
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'MUD DIVES

‘At Presentation Night, after receiving my Proficiency
‘Certificate from President Malcolm who spolke briefly
~'on the Certificate's requirements, I was bessiged with

queries regarding test No- 13, the mud dive,

“As there has not been a mud dive conducted by the c¢lub
for many years the following story, written by Hugh

_ 'Peters and published in the now defunct magazine “Ou?'
"door Life" will be both timely and interesting,

Published under the heading 'Dirty Work for a Good
Cause"it continues..;..

'The narrow pipe shook and wobbledJln the water,
dléhrblng the overall stillness of Lake Monger, All

“around the vipe the water turned jet black as mud
swirled up to the surface,

" suddenly a dirt-streaked diver surfaced.and grouped
his way to shore, "Phew! It was caked so hard I have
to scoop it out with my hands" said UEC diver and

Committeeman, Wally Woodward.

It had taken him half an hour of exhausting work to
get the mud moving, Now all was ready. thewater was (
“‘filthy and visibility was nil, It was time for UEC
" proficiency test No 13 - the mud dive, Club secretary
Harold Roberts and Woodward had arrived at the lake
early and sunk the pipe through the mud
A - :
B : - 16 ~
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TROPHY AWARDS

The HAROID ROBERTS TROPHY: . For achievement, was pres
to the club, A letter from. Harold cited the acquis-
ition of the Clubrooms as the flnal achievement, It
is to this end that most of the. clubs non diving
activities have been directed in the past, This troph
is now mounted on the Clubroom wall,

THE DENNIS AND BARBARA PARKER TROPHY. For conservatio:
related endeavour, was awarded to ROGEP SMITH,

THE BOB WALLIS TROPHY. For best clubman of the year w
awarded: to LYN JONES,

THE LYN.JONES TROPHY. for the best woman dver was
awarded. to LISA JONES. (No, not a relative)

: THE KFN KENNEDY L?OPHY for most 1mproved woman diver

_UEC. NEWS. JULY 1983

was awarded to CHERYL PRINT,

THE DAVE KENNY WRITER OF THEYEARHTBOPHY- was awarded
to TIBI CSOMAY,

THE DOLPHIN TROPHY for. personal d1v1ng prowess was
awarded to MARTIN SMITH, . . .



t

'the weather was not the best Steve Oddy was good

DIVING by MART™N SMITH £

Well "the d1v1ng scene this month has been somewhat

of a non event *he boat trip on the 24th was
cancelled as was the small boats dlve Not to be
dlscouraged *.organlzed a dive on’ Long Jetty for
sunday the 3rxd July. Peter Mortlmer suggested also
that if the weather was fine, a t¥ip out to the
aircraft carrier might be fun On the Sunday morning
enough to’ br1ng his boat and Peter Horton, Steve, Paul
and Ken went for a dive, Also on Sunday Tibi Cosmay
Roe Johnson and John Paskallch dived on the "Elizabeth"
Hopefully the next boat trip will get Off the ground
so _get your name on the list early.

weil As you all probably know the next 'meeting is the

A.G.M, T would like to thank my sub-commlttee Steve

“nddy, Ppeter Mortlmer and Tibi' Cosmay for making my

job easier. Also thanks to Steve 5ddy, peter Horton
and Barry Kennedy for the use of thelr boats through-
out the year,

Next season T will be standing down from Diving and
looking’ ahead to blgger challenges,_the'"chalr"
Remember only paid up members can vote, I would llke
your suvport,

By the way, Peter FMortimer has. 1nd1cated that he
will stand for 0.C. Diving nekt season and T know
peter wants to make many improvements and get in
more diving,
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comfortebiy solid,

salvage some of the bullion which the vessel was
carrying.

The pertina01ty and the perseverance o0f the searchers
wis’ Rottewhradd in any qreat extent as’ tﬁ% ‘sunken

‘vessel sllpped Into deeper waterfbéfore they could

benefit By their diving explorationé. On'several
occasions since, the Venus has steamed south to

‘give hér’owner another opportunlty of trylng to

locate the Pericles,
The' Gfoundlng of the Orizaba made tﬁe fiaie Venus

"promlnent in the subseauent salvage operatlons,

but perhaps the greatest honour fell to the steamer
The Tamerlané was rundown By thé‘interstater
Dimboola and she sank in the’ falrway in the inner
harbour Fremantle, Some attempts were made to raise
the hulk before as a last resort the raising was
placed in the hands of Captain J, Ball and the Venus.
It is a testimony to the ability of’ ncaptain Jimmy"

and his curious craft that the Tamerlane is now afloat.

The Venus was not an 1mp051ng looklng craft and she
belled her name A vessel of some 60 tons she gave
of the many "6dds and ends that have gone down around
Fremantle., Her top hamper was a‘str¥ange mixture of
dignity and 1ncongru1ty*but her hull appeared

Jf“. Ty

rrer

Tt now remalns to be seen if the '0old Venus which has
salved: so’ many blg o€ean llners can herself be re-

'fclalmed

o I G T v Aerryen

This tribute to a great little ship appeared in The
Western Australisn on the 22 August 1923.

-5 -
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rocks and threw her down in the strip of water-in-
side the reef., As the vessel jumped the reef a man
‘was washed overboard, Three huge waves following in
osuick succession threatened to engulf the small vessel
but she shook herself free. It was the last of these
waves that carried another man overboard, As he was
swept over the, side he called out "I'm all right boys"
Neither men have been seén since, Captaln Frank Bill
and the other three men decided to remain with the
_vessel and when she struck the beach in the early (
hours of the morning they were able to wade ashore.
Safe on the beach it was decided that the two younger men
should go in search of heln while the other two
remalned near the vessel

The telegraphed message'which reached Fremantle read-
"8S Venus blown ashore 40 miles north of Fremantle

Harry and Charlie washed overboard., ."

?HISTODEC VESSFL"

More Qf the marltlme hlstory of Western Australia
can be, assoc1ated with the steamer Venus then any
other slngle vessel on the coast. : Dating back.many
years the wharf sagas relate it in their remlnlscen—
ces,

-The’ Venus ‘traded along the coast carrylng prov1s1ons (
" and assorted merchandlse between llttle known lan-
ding places. Later she was engaged in rivér work
.and was well known as a deep sea excursion steamer,
Her outstandlng wrk and that of her Master/owner
Captain.J, Ball was in connection with salvage,_
when 'the 111 fated Pericles dived to the oceans
depths in Flinders Bay, it was Captaln Ball in the
Venus who sought the wreck and diving where other
deep sea searchers refused to go endeavoured to

14
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CHEYNES .3 : by P, HORTON

" Farly last year I was fortunate enodgh to dive on the

0ld cheynes 3 whaler which was sunk by Michealmas
Island Albany, a couple of vears ago 1 WaS‘Wlth a

party from M.A,A_W,A, who went there td look at the

wreck and alsé at’ the triple expansions englne at
the old whallng station,

After the drive from Perth on Friday nlght we -
stayed at the Museum Field Station which was quite a
comfortable little cottage by the Amity replica,

Farly on the Saturday morning there were twelve diveér:
heading towards Michealmas Island on a 42ft aluminium
boat belonglng to South Coast Divers (the local dive
chop). The day was overcast which is not unusual for
Albany and there was quite a swell runnlng onwthe bay.

d,:After about half an hour ofbeing thrown around on the

‘boat we came into calm water on the 1ee side of the
Island. We located the wreck whlch has a mooring rope

,fastened to the deck and we split into two groups, I

was 1n the second group.,

Watching the first group disappear 1nto elghty feet
of water the second group got ready., I could not wait
to get into the water when the first group surfaced ac
all they could say was how wonderful it was!

Once in the water my buddy and I descended along the
mooring line, The visability was about fifty feet
and the water was very cold, but when you first saw tt
wreck you soon forgot about the cold -~ it was a great
sight,
-7 -
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The wreck lies in eighty feet. of water -and is -wedged.:
between two large rocks, at an angle of abouf’ twenEy
degrees to the starboard 51de “most of the w1nch gear
is still dh ‘the delk ‘covéred in a light alg(e, ‘even
the' catwalk"to the ‘harpodn gun id"still there, 'We“
wert’ explorlng the fnside’ of‘the ship although next’’
time 7 will take a torch, ''There ‘is a large hole oh
the darboard side of the ship made by expldsives so'
care must be taken as the metal is sharp when enterlng
the engine room from thls oart ouite a few ‘photo-’
graphs were thken as it is a wreck’ photographers'
paradise. There were a few large snapper swimming’
around but it is a marlne reserve, SO no spearguns,
Altogether it wasa very pleasant dive and thoroughly
recommended for future U, F C dive trips,
DLt e d
. ‘Sunday’ was sbent sightseeing afd a trip to thé whaling
Station to look at the engines from the Cheynes 3 which
Atre @ll ‘in vieces waiting for some mohey to put them
toQéther aﬁd Dut on display at the museum )
r(_. & ris §5-s et | S P e &

We alsb hadva“dive at the Whaling Station whicH‘Wés“‘
average, not too deep, the bottdm was just weed:'-

and sand and a few large bones. idid manage to flnd

a whaleftooth as a momento of the dlve =i
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VENUS _ Tibi,

. () g Y
T - S e
Ial :

In'the Aorii UEC News I used tree llnes to flll
4" spacé 16Ft on 'the 1ast page, descrlblng how the

"Venus funk i’ Fremantle Harbour afterﬂsomeqne left

the 'seacodks open, Poe Johnson remarked on’ the story
saying’ that - her father has heard of another Sth

" going' 'down: the" same Way. But was that other shlp

raised like the Venus?

%

You 'see thé Venus was ralsed undamaged and nut back

1nto serv1ee by her owner Captaln J.Ball.

k)

After he retired his son took over the ship. Then

almost three years after the sinking big headlines in

The Western Australian announced -
VENUS BLOWN ASHOZE

.

Tis=Ty

The story unfolds ‘daily as reports reach the paper.
The ship with six men went to the Abrolhos on a
crayfishing expedition. To return the party left -

the Abrolhos on Monday morning, the weather was fair
and ‘remained st all day. About nightfall when the'g
Venus' was ‘abrest’ of the Moore River, it began to
blow heavily and a storm appeared to be approachlng..
about 9pm the full Force of the wind and the waves
struck them broadside on and forced them inshore =
towards a line of breakers that marked a reef lylng
about three miles from the malnland e
whenh''the first huge wave was shlpped ‘the. steam plp
was torn from the boilers by the force of the impact
andit avpeared ‘that the vessel would strlke but ‘
a treméhdéus wave llfted hér clear of the jagged

REEE £

~f- L . v . SRR T _-':,‘1;,: = T

e ks B il
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MUSSELS”FOR NU§QLES

500gm Fresh Mussels
1 onion finely chopped

1 stalk celery, finely chopped

I clove garlic, crushe

d

2 large tomatoes, chopped .. .

1 cup riesling

200m1 thlckened cream ;

50gm buttex.‘

._Plean éhe ﬁﬁssels thoroughly, scraolng off barnacles
: with the back of a knife and .removing the t'beard*,-

R R

5

the small piece of weed with which mussel attaches:

_1tself to. 1t§ rock, 1D1scard any which. are open or

Akrokqn

N By

SeF T

Melt the butter in a large sauceoan wh;ch must
d, Add the omion, garllc
celery and tomatoes and .cook gently without brown-:
Add the mussels- ard wine,
Turn up the heat to full and put on the 1lid,
Shake the pot gently  every couple of minutes, -
Add-
the cream and . parsley and serve with hot crusty

have a good fitting 1i

ing for, two mlnutes

When. the mussels are open they are ready,

bread,
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1 iWith autumns weathe r.giving ways<to the onsat iof
winter and heavy swells, diving is at but an end for
most -0f us till next .summer,n;at-times--like mow we
,look,back or the seasons achmplhshmentSuand reﬁlect
on :the experiences, .- .-v . g et el e d

Iast year, I wrote on the splendid.diving to he had
- in the Richerche,. Archlpeleqe,an& th13nyear too, it
wag no- dlfferentar; Peros DmowenTorom o e

2 54

_ _ _ ar N T
..Our trip agaln WAS te-dlve on. the vessel 'LmomeFlsh'
.+Suparbly get up for .diving and with comfortable
accommodation; - Setting out: from Esperence -on i28th
Pebruary,  with favourable seas, we were to have a

. rewarding experience, .. % i Vi

First stop for our party of:.eight.was Remark Tsland,
about 20 KM south of Esperance. The dive site pro-—
-duced some sharp pinnacles-in about 90feet of water
and some interegting caves - the groper, boar fish

etc, It was a good pipe opener for the days to come

-Mondrain Island,! which had yielded :some classgic’ dives
An -1982, .again produced the- goods, ‘One day 2, Skipper
John Margini found some interesting terrain with the
e cho sounder on the north side of the island. Jagged
lines on; the-paper-indicated the hottom fluctuated

- : anywhere from»10 te:25 fathoms, which was certainly
promising:.. We.anchored in-the 10 fathom section in
.order -thats those who wished the shallow water were

weatered forw and-yet there was the deeper alternatlve
St anbell

=5 My .team opted for the deep, Enterlng the water we
headed  for: a ‘gully 'which had shown up on the:sounder.
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It was a beauty with the top ledge around 50 feet and
then a droo off to 90 feet before rising again in the
csame fashion, We poked around the ledges for a while
getting a few erays before. swimming down the ravine,
Visability in the 100 feet range was, of course,
.excellent, :Down the:ravine the 'water deepened and
before long the gauge was registering 125 feet,

What T' saw next was one of the most impressive sights
I have seen in 20 years of diving, At thig depth and
growing on top of a rock about the size of a large
table, was a massive soft tree coral, It stood about
5-6 feet tall and had a trunk about 1 foot in diameter
at the base. The coral was white in coloui¥ 'with the
softest finge of mauve, It was really like a majestic
Karri Tree swaying in~the breeze, yet here it was in
another world silently .wafting in the ‘gentle current,

A king in itsown domain,

. Mcore surprises were .in store, however, as ‘beneath
this very rock it was ‘fortunate enough to collect
two Marginates,

There were many more dives I could describe during
.-those five days, howewer, there is anothHen I would
like to mention - this: one at Cave e Grand

: ?he waber around the mwck, a sharp nlnnacle breaqug
the :surface was generally argund 100feet, Visibility
was -not so flash, conly about: 50 feet, John and I

b were -going: to forage for shellsiand other goodies,

After -entering -the water, we auickly dropped to the
bottom at around 105 feet and before long John found

- a-shell ~«:a Tosselli, Not dong after, the same area

produced: a: Veroi - {! a’'large member of the Friedii

UEC NFT“’S JULY 1983 = ur { "“,""‘{T'g'g

.
group) for me and then we lost. company. As. you well
know time flies when you are busy, as I kept working
away at the 110 feet level, After 20 minutes 1 was
rewarded for persistance with a Rosselli myself but
kept working after scrutinising the contents gauge,

I was now into compulsory decompression requirements
and eventually left the bottom after a 30 minute dive,
it is something that I don't’ normally do, nor would
really recommend for obvious safety reasons, hoeever,

it is worth the experience. For those who have not
done a compulsory decompression stop, it is an experi-.
ence - especially in the middle of the Southern Ocean

. where you can't see the bottm, havé no shot line to
» handon to, and yet have to spend 7 minutes by your-

self enVOunterlng ‘the 'blue aub'; seeing nothing but
blue water as you slowly gyrate watchlng the minutes
tick .©ff, monitor the contents and depth gauges and

. llsten to the th rob of the boat somewhere overhead,

It i¢ moments Iike these you need Mlntles ‘and not
that other whlte devil turnlng up. He dldn't'

All in all, we dived hard and worked the tabIes a
few times, -It s a really great spot "and ag I said
last year' - if you have' the chance, take a trip.

- 11 -
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THa aNNUAL GENZRAL ASSTING,

A disajointingly small nuwber of member turn: 4 up st
the Anmual General Meeting helc on the 1l3th of July,
.40 of the 23 ieo;le yresent weren' finsncin. soewbars,
and the sthers uidn't exactly bresax tneir NECAS rusning
to f1ll the 24 availubie iositions, & certaln snount

of srm t#istirg was heccessary to convince those noni-
nated to tuke the joos on, Noboay, .uat rOLIlY aas
“«illing to ve treasursr,

The .e0;18 wno are s0%ing to run tne club for the next
teelve agonths ars-

rresiient; Jonn raskulich, “hornlie «S3li54,
Vice rresiient; atse hen Qcuy, dillurys <Oleoc3.
seoretuly, sartin Sithy Zecxenns., w28cacd.
Ireasurer; 7

[raining, nichara Hone, Sth, perth 36760176,
“iving, Pster .ortimer, Thornlis 45,8067,

Cotaittee 1, Fstar Horton, st, Hawthorn “sesuL b,
<o 0 Jonnctlony Clurauont 282 00k,
. tarry seanedy, Forregté,ali $270va7,

« z0b Cotton, Victoria Yarx,
w2ab2riny; Jecrotary: slaine Alrey z=:.ford 7 5627,

.

4~

Sdilwilgy)
~iblfary,  _ub Jotton, Yictoria IATK,
swblic celations; aevan caigeed, ML Fiepnant ‘neus 7.,
riguriy, :ater forion. Kt, Huethors PR DU
-0c1ul; L.n low.n, Nlisagne 22703, o

~vrem Jcpley, .icturis rars,

o Es e = ey ) g F

calely, ecry Ltnnelds correstfiel $90ns T,
Tecrnicul; lipaca S0n, Lth, rertnh i o
Hovalcn, Jibl [ sGwny, SLArOOrouns  eifeo..

&
FRL0, o, waliis. aeLbldg LCane .
AU-LSry; Jonn csule, Saflbuly Y7 L1l .
~¥l vLney, peivilie,
“lensuils, Lonn PRl Llach, Tnornlis Wt i1
STantIng . John “-tey. aillttor s T,



HULGH #2ATHZA, PAUL,

Lo Sunaay July 24, Iibs, Sean anu I wont to Cottesloe
hoping to live on the * Elizabeth 7, Conaitions weren’t
the best, dut as it was such a nice udsy we g9t xatted
uL, Thiz waz my first shors uive for Bany wonths, and’
vigught back wemories of RY training, ’ ;

" Alsofu enter un: leave the wr:ter on SCUBA;f;n CHED
You're rolleu an the surf %, the Fulabook 8aye. This

s 68 Ond uny when 1% was ssfinately neeasd, After sdimmf'W

Lhg Qut to the euge of the reef, the wuv¥ea Toming X
through «ere a bit too big for comfort, a0 we sbundonsn
the dive and hesued back to shora, As we came in, Tiba
tried boay surfing ~ 1 feel he nesds a lzttle';fhcixcg.

Altnough we uidr't get to siva on
agreeu it was good practice for Giffacult shore ‘entries
ana 8xits, By the time we had rackea our gear away ths
sezther was fairliy warm, 30 we 8tosped for & swim, mucn
to the amusement of the anglers along the beach,

the wreck, «a all .

Taby Jives this site most weekends, so if anyone is
lntareated in Joinang ham, phone him on 3413001,

SUCIAL

Comé ani play squash at the Sroadway Squash Courts
on tne U August, Only § 3 to get in,

Aing lan Cowen 3371233 or
soren copley 362%,43
Cr come for a seim svery

Weinesiay even.ng st seatty
rark 2o6l, ring 3411001,
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~Brtaan UL Lackll.e fro. tne NMinistry of
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. +h® light frow the naw +ightnouse 4111 we

P#1il be benme. ag
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X new lxghthousegg$;§lnnca'for ¥rance's rortnarr coast,

it wili be the worlas taslest lignthouse FLlEing 4.0 me-

tres’avove gon level, it «1li cost 3 <o walisen,

: : Line Zens explains,

It "41li give 5n1is, 8s,ecially tancers «hich ;rasant

the hnighest rigs to Da¥.gation, a ;racise r0zition to

hel; thew folios tne N84 navigrtion lenes, <¥ery Lsy

Bhout 150 tanxersg CRITYITG 0Ll truvel through thne anglish
throuen rough seas with “a¥es Up to 1o

Y1sible 75 xm,
Ane racia signals
far as 2 s, from at,

it g;ll.have'raaar—rapgd of 44 xa.,

SUB-AQUA_ AWARDS ~

Sob-Aqna Broaze Medatlion

The Sub-Aqua Bronze Medallion is designed
a2 the standard test of a quahfied diver hLife-
faver wha must show ability both with and
without the -assistance of diving gear 1o carry
out an effective rescue and the trestment of
another diver in sn CMEIgency situation. .

Age Limit: The candidate must be at leaut 16 years of age.
Pn-nqainu:. The tandidate must be.a member of 3 recognised
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CUURING WITH PAUL,

Labol TROULT #1TH SHAIMFS ANL PINS KUTS,

This i1s a stunning cish for a ainner party and ittg
very essy Lo jrepsrs ari coox,

4 rainbow trout (”
10C gms peeled and cooked shrimps

50 gms pine nuts ( can be bought in wooliss )

4 s.rige of fresh tarragon ( frow my herb garden )
butter, salt ana pepper

1 lemon

The trout ghould be cleaunsd when bought, Cut off the
fins with a peir of scissors and rinss trout unaer cola
water,

Tear off four pisces of foil, each large enough to

wrap up a trout, butter each plece, and place a trout

on the butter, Sirinkle with salt and pepper, Divide the
shrimps anc mits into four and stuff the trout with each
portion. Pluce the sprag of tarragon on top and seal

the foil. Base at 175 deg. C for 20 minuteg. Serve with
& mixeol galad,

C

SUBTINUAD srGin PAGE  UNS

ztitors, Tibi Csomay, Scarborocugh 3413ul,
vl Malally, helmscott 39c8267.

Urgentiy requirea,,, Stories for fublication,,, if
bossible typeeritten to fit the ra8gs of the UsC News...

FROR THE CHAIR JOHN PASKULICH

Before embarking on my report 1 wish to welcome the new
Committee and thank those cutgoing for their efforts, I'm happy
to say that we've inherited a financially healthy club with o
hard core of keen diving members. With this in mind I feel our
tack will be essier in many ways than that faced by past committees.

I hope to see two prime objectives realised this year,

The first is an increased mambership, At the last count we
nuxbered about 10C,giving us a guaranteed income of arcund $2000pa.
Considering that our essenmtial committments spuch ag retes, insurance,
sagasinecosts etc.exceed this anount,we cust have more pecple using
our assets to Justify keeping them,

A major attraction to potential mesbers i the training =a
offer. Last meason it gained us seventeen new divers. Our new
0/C Treining has & tusher of ideas om ixproving
further,so I expeoct members to got behind him end sapport any
revisions he introducss.

Hy other main aim is to start to"put the UEC back on the map
In the early days our clod was & @ Jor influence on diving in thie
State. It ran the only dive school of any omsequence,it sas o
prime sover in the field of marine archeclogy emd it fostered a
Public avareness of scubs diving as & legitimate sport, bBince these
times we've dsteriorated to Just "another” diving club.

I would like to see us regaln a positian of influence in the
diving commmity and the first sBop taken this year will be &
publicity exercise at the lLa Plaza shopping centre, We have apace
Yooked to set up e display there in September, Please give this
same thought and bde prepared to help where possible.

There are many things that can be done to improve our club,
If you have any ideas,do not hesitate to get in touch with me or
any other committee member and let wa know about then,

Dot forget, the bext meeting is on Monday 15th August,




Iy .

SA1L3?

with the rising cost of otl
shijowners are sericusly
locging at the ices of
povsring cargo shi.s aith
«ina power, out this revival E e

of the age of 8ail will be without the nostalgic billow-
ing <hite suils of the cli,per area,

wne metncl «1li use merofoil sails, to explain siaply:

Taxe a cargo ship, fit two masts to the uveck, Buy four ( )

aerolanes and cut off the wings, Fit two of the wvings
vertically to the left ana two to the right side of the
zagts, Connect tnem to com,uters amnu servo motors amo
you have your wingsail ship, 1t will gave twice ss much
rower ag the cliij,ers sarls ana instesd of hordes of _
sairlors & computer will aoc the work, ..

The second method «ill use kites, Simply shoot a pilot
site up to catch the wind, .a roje from tha llot wite
#ulls up the large main aites which 18 attachea to the
ship by & strong cable, The wxna Jdoes the rest,

{ I don*'t s«now what you do when you want to atop, I
guess you will have to cut the rops, )

DIVING Rartin,

This months aiéxng hug been a non event, Apart from

a Lrip with reter Horton and reter mortimer for a civa i'

off Qceun Reef, Lhe vad westher messed up things.
Hope 1t will iwprove frow noe on with Peter jportimer
tiking over divirng, S ‘ ‘
All of us on the nes committee are keen and looking
for new fund raising i1deas, we ho;e to get a filling
compressor and naybe a good aive boat, .

A _LSTTER FRUM BALAN PALCE, VICTurla.

lear Lave, (e
Smoeriting Lo you us the UsC News Joes't carry the
office bearers as 1t used to 80 1'yu not sure «ho 15 «no.

Firstly, snclosed is ny § 10 for country mesbership if
you can call laving in Melbournme country, #ith my tra-
valiing about l've found out that my 1369 aavance certi-
ficate i1sn't va.i1d unyvhere and in fact {t've had some
hard taulking t¢ co to get a dive, As a result fve now

poquired 8 FALL cara weh.ch 1s valid oversesms as well,

80 i‘m right,

Had t«0 wseks in Cairns recently on leave and 2id some
giving with Lon Cowis #ho runs the Lown under outl of
Cairns to the ocuter Barrier Heef, He runs day trips and
1 would recommena any Usl wmember going up thers living
to give hix & call, He runs a good dive at value for
money prices. I guess I'm lucky, if you ha¥ve to live

in Melbourne 1 manage to get interstate every wesk and
Ususlly to queensiand., My gear goes in a big dive bag
and my tank 1nto & strong wooden box { when [ tuke 1t }
80 4f 1 firish work on r¥riday in Townsville or scmsvhera
I manage a uive, Have managed Port Lougles, Townavills
ard the Whitsundays this year 8o far ajart from the
Cairns sojourn and Hawaii late last year,

Livang 10 Melbourns is deep, cold and with strong currents,
1'w civing «ith & saall group from TAA and have Live:

Jjne of the scutileld subsarings off Sanlon Houls {7}

TTecently ajpurt from in snd arouna the mouth of pore

Fhillip Buy. jive me Hottnest ard Hoe {eef snytime,

by bLust regards to UZEZ for the 8nsulng seusoh, Ju;efully
1 may get to dive witn tne ol: club Ltout christasas,
' ~heera, Lrian Price,

£S5 4y regards to the olit mers &s wall { sorry slaine }
They'.l ktos «ho they are, 3. p,



as well as training., 1f we are to get recruits we have
to battle for them ourselvses, In the st the vast ma-
Jority have come for the training, This is still BG, we
get prerhaps five trained recruits s year, This, comjareu
with twenty to thirty untrainec veople, 1t ts often said
{ususlly vy i1so0jle who never cowe to base}, that the
distance to buse puts truinees off, well now I reckon
there is nobo.y in the club who has put in more tLime
vown there thu:. 1 have, and 1 know that to be fulsge,
There is the ol grizzle, but the bulk of tromees say
that it is worth it to get the tyye of open wuter traine-
«Ng that is unique in this state an. 1+08sibly in this
country as woll,

zas8 1s not o ilability, it is an asset thet gives usg
8 greal auvactusge.over other troining bosies, in an
age of slick, prejucaage: rfowucts, the LEC. 15 still
making breac with resl flour, Give that up an. you will
be chucking away the only gavantags e huve, Then se
will really hauve to redal hard, qur big nes. is for
instructors, i ion't know how to overcome this problem,
but I'w sure it fsn't inLuraountadble,

FEDUING bLLLS,

bike DBlake ans Anne Smith married on the 3Gth of July,
7 800C turnout of club mewmbers irank their health and (
hae. a s;plencid time theaselves as well,

Longratulalions amu best wishes Mike and Anne from
Bil your friends in the Uel,

sUB=-nyUA AWARLS,

The Sub-s um bronze meacullion iy designe. as the stanaara
test of o quwlifiea liver lifesaver

&)

NOTo8 koilb &4 GoURTLAMAN Ur LnISURE, Rralcoim rerrier,

it is not wy irntertion to set wyself u; as a kire of
elder stateswmsn, but the nuitor aia ask me for a Yew
lines ant 1've never been able to FA88 UL & chance to
rontaficate, It wont be hajrening that often, cont worry
about that, Ah no, I'm E0ing to o more d.ving from now
on, 1*1l show Roger Swith, after five hunured hours
underwater at basge, I'a realy to check out some of those
other places 1've been hearing atout,

Firstly 1 would like to congratulate the new commities,
It looks like a sjlencic temm, ] was rarticularly ;leaseu
Lo see u conternder for training, 1 believe that the yse
must continue training and } reckon our pfesent base is
the beat JTace to B0 it, | reject the notion that we are
“competing® #.th the comwercial schools, This .njlies

& shortage of tra.nees, This has never beer. the case,

4e only need about tasenty new ;e0;le jer season to Kesg
the club at a comfortable size anc we have always hac st
least that many, 1 also re ject the claiuw that vast sums
of money must be s;ent on suliment and train.rg aids,
#€ Lurn out divers a8 goou &s any .n Perth without a lot
of v.deo recorders ans such fashionable paraghinalia,
NOr 1 1t neceéessary Lo aperd nonay jutting jower on,

wé& Operate. succesfully with our portable hookah and
hired t.nks last season and can continue to ¢o 80, Thiw
year our certificates were numbered 600, This is the
nusber of Jivers certified by this club since the rup-
bering schewne was auojted in the wmic 1Y6{s. The true
figure inclucing those «ho failea to couplete their
training <ould be welil over lUOC, The fees fur thess
peojle re;resents & lot of money for the club,

There seems to ve & belief that the cowners:al schools
senc uL their ,racuateés, This is not so. most of the
big schools ure in the business of selling btoat tri,s
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When we reach the opposite side of the canyon, Greg signals to move
up onto the coral rim, where we can stand head and shoulders above
the water. "Did you see those two sharks?" I ask. "Yes," replies
Greg, and then adds,"Did you see the big one that passed just behind
us?"

"Let's go back to the boat," I suggest, After moving a kilometre orx

so along the reef we decide to spear a few cod and then head back to
camp. Easier said than done- we all do our acrobatic entry into the
water, the boat stays afloat, and we begin our search for cod. I man-
age to spear a nice fish, and as I head back towards the boat, I not-
ice Rod line up a cod and fire, The spear tears through the top of the
cod's head and skids away to one side, leaving the fish flapping about
on the seabed.

Suddenly a one and a half metre long shark appears from nowhere and
flashes in towards the fish. Rod thrusts out his empty spear gun. The
shark veers to one side and glides around in a big arc and comes bac
towards the fish, By now Rod is standing astride the cod, his empty zi
gun extended forward, The shark glides in, Rod thrusts, the shark
veers off, This happens several times,

As I reach the dinghy I throw fish and speargun over the side into
the boat and I slide the Hawaiin sling with power head attached out
of its special rack and return to where Rod is still defending his
catch. The shark glides around us, just out of reach of the sling,
then decides to give up.

As he slowly disappears into the gloom, Rod picks up his fish, Greg
joins us and we head for the boat. Getting into the boat reguires
about the same amount of skill as getting out, but we manage OK and
head for camp. On the way in, I think to myself 'This is only the
first day ... and we're here for another three weeks!'

DISPLAYING OURSELVES

The club will have a display running at La Plaza Shopping Centre,
Bentley, starting on September I2th and running through the week.
Anyone with a few hours to spare who would like to help with the
display, manning it and answering guestions, etc, please contact
Bob Cotton. This display is being run with a Maritime Week theme,
and should prove excellent PR, (\

NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL BOAT HANDLING

A boat handling course, run by the National Safety Council, will start

on September 2Ist, The cost is $I0 per person, for I2 hours instruction,

Included in the course is Foul Weather Handling, Magnetic Compass, Sur-
vival at Sea, Navigable Water Regulations, Anchorwork, Techniques in
Seamanship, Chartwork, Motor Care, Rescue Operations, River Pilotage,
Boat Handling, and Ropework. For further information contact the Nat-
ional Safety Council, Safety House, Stancliffe St, Mt Lawley (tel.

272 1666).
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EDITORIAL

Welcome to the September magazine. This is my first month as co-editor
and I want to thank Tibi for his help and guidance in getting this
issue together.

We are always looking for articles for the magazine, so get out your
pens and have a go - you may become the 'Writer of the Year'.

TIT BITS

... A team of French divers is claiming the longest underwater dive in
Cocklebiddy Cave, on the Nullarbor Plain. The team of five divers has
penetrated 5.8km into the cavern. Last year an Australian diving team
managed about 3.5km, as shown on TV in 'The Wonders of Western
Australia.'

...I believe there are still a couple of places available on the
Abroholos trip over the long weekend. Anyone interested please contact
<iohn Paskulich,

. ..Roger Smith is back from his trip to Wales and is suffering from a
lack of diving (get out of my pool ...)

... Ian Cowan, one of our social secretaries, has started up a car
repair workshop with his friend Steve., They can fix anything (even my
old bomb) so they must be good ... phone 336 I3I8.

The bad weather, which has prevented diving, has brought the tailor on
the feed, as usual the northern beaches are best, with a few being
caught from the Moles, Bream have been taken from Two Rocks as well.
...Who's looking forward to diving on Key Biscayne if it's not
salvaged?

... Ken and Sheilah Jones had a safe journey to Cairns, and they are
looking forward to a couple of months diving on the Barrier Reef,

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Last month's magazine had a few problems in its production, with a few
pages being unreadable. The most important page was the one with the

names of the new office bearers of the club, so below is the list again.

President.: John Paskulich - Thornlie 459 7164
ine-Presidernit: Steven 0Oddy - Hillarys 40I 4028
<} retary: Martin Smith - Beckenham 458 2224
easurer: Rob Coles
Training: Richard Bone - South Perth 367 6076
Diving:Peter Mortimer - Thornlie 459 8067
Committee: I. Peter Horton - Mt Hawthorn 444 9126
2, Ro Johnson - Claremont 383 2776
3. Barry Kennedy - Forrestfield 453 6927
4. Bob Cotton - Victoria Park
Membership secretary- Elaine Airey - Bedford 272 6627
Building. Steven 0ddy
Library- Bob Cotton
Public Relations- Kevin Cargeeg - Mt Pleasant 364 9237
Property: Peter Horton
Social- Ian Cowan - Wllagee 337 3238
Soren Copley - Victoria Park
Safety. .Barry Kennedy
Technical- Richard Bone
Research. Tibi Cosmay - Scarborough 34I 300I
Radio- R, Wallis - Wembley Downs

Auditors: John Bele - Bunbury 097 212828 U E. C. NEWS SEPT

1983



Lyn Jones - Melville
Stencils- Paul Mulally
Printing. John Lutey
Editors- Tibi Cosmay
Paul Mulally - Kelmscott 390 8267

SOME MYTHS AND FACTS ABOUT SHARKS by P. Mulally

The initial attraction to feeding is by smell, and at times helped by
sight and sound., The feeding rate seems to increase with the amount of
sharks present. The solitary shark 'on the feed' will often test objects
by bumping them with his snout. When food is found in the presence of
other sharks, the rate of swimming increases, and if the prey is large
and struggles the tempo increases into a feeding frenzy.

The sense of smell of sharks was tested in the I960s, with results
showing that sharks were attracted by fish extracts in one part per v
I1I0,000. It was also found that human sweat was slightly repellent and |
urine had not noticeable effect, so it's still safe to warm the wet suit
in the traditional manner!

Sharks are known to be able to detect low frequencies of sound, much the
same sound as given off by feeding or wounded fish, Fish will not scatter
when a shark approaches, unless the shark is feeding, or a fish is

caught or speared.

The search is till on for a shark repellent that works, with the US Air
Force using various chemicals to assist ditched pilots, but it's not
really known if any were successful. It would seem that if a shark is
encountered when diving, the chances of an attack would be very slim,
but common sense should always prevail, especially when spear-fishing.

OCTOBER 26, I942 ... The American carrier 'President Cooclidge' was
steaming out of the harbour channel of Espiritu Santo in the New Heb-
rides. The Pacific war was raging, but for 200,000-odd servicemen Santo
was a safe refuge, a gigantic staging base for battle-weary soldiers,
complete with 43 picture theatres and four huge hospitals, So for the
troops of the 'President Coolidge' the explosion that shook their ship
would have been unexpected ... She had struck a mine in the harbour
entrance - on of their own. The quick-thinking captain ran his ship up
onto a coral reef., All but one marine was saved. The ship, sinking at;
the stern, listed to port and slid back into 200ft of water.

TO_ALL MEMBERS ...

If you have any of the club's library books around the house would you
please notify the club of the titles you are holding. If you have finish-
ed with them please arrange for their return to the club by the next
general meeting. It doesn't matter if you've had a book out for I2 months
- or more .., we'll be very happy to see its return.

TO ALL SQUASH PLAYERS

If anyone is looking for a partner (s), Please phone Ian on 337 3238 or
Paul on 390 8267, Both are looking for fresh blood after the club's
squash night,
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uS Divers Conshelf XIV 4

INFERIOR- Dacor C3N3 (twin-hose regulator!)
Seapro FSDS IO
Sportsways 1390
¥ Sportsways 950 Arctic
* The Sportsways Arctic fared very badly, earning the label of
'an over-priced snorkel:'.

Considering the above, I conducted an impromptu survey of my own
among diving acquaintances.

MODEL No. IN SURVEY
Tekna T 2I00 I
Tabata Ventura 5

OWNERS COMMENTS
Excellent overall
Very good performance overall
(4) ; good breathing perform-
ance but experienced mainten-
ance problems and difficulty
in getting comfortable fit (I)
All very good performance and
reliability
Very good performance and rel-
iability (3); initial problems
but since then very good per-
formance (I)
Very good performance and rel-
iability

US Divers Aguarius 4

US Divers Calypso I

This note has obvious limitations, I avoided repeating all the tech-
nical details given in the original article, and my own survey leaves
a lot to be desired, but still it is a starting point for those wish-
ing to pursue the subject further, Comments are invited.

THE BLUE HOLE Barry Kennedy

May is the time of year when the North West climate is easy to adjust
to. That's why we picked this month to visit the Ningalod Reef, just
south of Exmouth, This is a beautiful coral reef a few kilometres off-
shore, easily accessible in a small boat.

This is my first visit here, although my two companions have visited
this place many times before, In fact it's because of their under-

‘water tales that I decided to come on this trip. I also want to find

~t how I will react to swimming among sharks, as there are many along
ls reef, It isn't long before I found out! Our first trip out is to
a place the boys call the Blue Hole,

This is a canyon-like hole in the coral I0-I2 metres deep, while the
surrounding coral reaches to within I.5 metres of the surface. We
anchor outr small dinghy on the edge and prepare to enter the water,
This is an act which requires good balance and timing, in order to
keep the boat the right way up in the water., We manage this all right
and I reach the hole first and slide over the side. The view is fan-
tastic - so many fish and so many brilliant colours ... and there,
right below me, two two-metre long sharks.

They slice through the water with a lazy effortless ease, their cold
grey eyes staring., I feel a cold shiver go through me as I look behind
to see where my friends are. The sharks are moving away from us, foll-
owing the rock ledge around and into the distance. We follow the same
trail but I don't see the sharks again,
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DIVING REPORT!.:

The OC Diving, Peter Mortimer, has little to report. Due to the bad
weather there have been no dives this month - it seems the weather
has been against us each weekend. Just watch the barometer, and if
things look good on the Friday, phone Peter,

TRAINING

Richard Bone will start the season's training on October I9th, at the
clubroom, 8pm sharp. Will all trainees please attend, and also any
members interested in helping out with the training programme. The
Training Sub-Committee voted in at the last committee meeting will
consist of Martin Smith, Bob Cotton and Barry Kennedy.

BASE

Saturday October I5th has been set aside for base maintenance day.
Volunteers are required to help patch things up ready for the new (T
season's trainees, Contact John Paskulich, 459 7164,

DIVING REGULAT ORS John Paskulich

In 1980 the US Navy produced a report of tests made on 36 American
scuba regulators to determine those that satisfied their new perform-
ance requirements.

These results were subsequently published in the American magazine
'Undercurrent' (their divers' equivalent of 'Choice') and then repeat-
ed in ‘'Skindiving in Australia-‘.

Of the 36 regulators tested, only seven met the new US Navy standards.
Twenty-two satisfied their old performance requirements, and the rem-
ainder failed completely.

These groups have been graded as SUPERIOR, MODERATE, or INFERIOR per-
formers. I have deleted from the list those apparently not available
in Australia.

SUPERIOR: Poseidon Cyclon 300
Scubapro Air I/MkV (4-port swivel)
Tekna T 2I00 B -
US Divers Calypso VI (‘
US Divers Conshelf XIV
MODERATE:. * Tekna T 2I00
* US Divers Aquarius
* Scubapro Pilot Mk V (4-port swiwvel)
* Sherwood Selpac SRB2000 and SRB3I00
Sherwood Selpac SRB4I100
Agadivator 324/USD Conshelf XIV
Dacor Pacer 150, 300, 600 and 900
Scubapro Mk V (4 and 5-port swivel)
Sportsways WL200, W600 and W900
*These only just missed out on being classed as superior
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CASE HISTORY 39 TIBI

A young man drowned whilst scuba diving on a wreck. The victim was one
of 10 members of a scuba diving club who were to search the wreck of a
sunken barque.

The victim had been underwater for approximately 40 minutes when he ran
out of air., His buddy shared his air with the victim for about five
minutes and attempted to bring him to the surface. Apparently the victim
was carrying a bag of pieces from the wreck and was reluctant to let go
of his trophy. Unfortunately the weight of his bag forced them back to
the bottom. The buddy found himself unable to help and surfaced for
other help. Mouth-to-mouth resuscitation was given to the victim after
they managed to bring him to the surface, but he failed to respond.

We are going to feature reports of diving accidents - one each month -

not in order to scare you but to make you sit up and think and to make

you learn from other people's mistakes. Case histories are true, just

the names and places have been omitted. Just think, had the victims had
chance to read and discuss accident reports, maybe they would have

(% -ed differently.

Now read the story again. Place yourself in the victim's place first.
Wwhat would you have done? Next, you are the buddy faced with such a sit-
‘uation - how will you act?

FROM THE CHAIR JOHN PASKULICH

The recent diving accident involving a member of the Museum diving team
at Rowley Shoals highlights a problem faced by any diver in this State
who ventures out of the metropolitan area. Isolation usually means excel-
lent diving but terrible medical back-up.

Reading the reports of the Museum accident it is obvious that divers
cannot assume that top-class and speedy medical aid will automatically
be available. It took I8 hours to get the patient to Broome Hospital.
This was followed by another 800km trip to the nearest recompression
chamber before ventual transportation to Perth.

I cannot comment on this particular situation but in general the medical

back-up for divers in WA is not very good. Doctors experienced in under-

water medicine are rare and as far as I know no regional hospital owns a

recompression chamber. Even the one-man chamber at the Fremantle Hospital

i< UEC property! We must rely on the good grace of the Navy or private
panies for recompression facilities.

Considering the rapid growth of sports diving and the revenue it gener-
ates in this State alone I feel an urgent up-grading of facilities for
divers is essential and justified,

Now on to a happier subject. Our display at La Plaza in Bentley is fast
approaching and we haven't actually been swamped with voluateers to help
"person' the stand. Bob Cotton has done a lot of work organising it and
it looks a real 'goer' so please give it some thought. It will be held
between September I2th and I7th and we intend to 'person’ it on Thursday
evening and Saturday morning.

BOOK REVIEW by Bob Cotton
'The Encyclopaedia of Sea Mammals' by D.J, Coffey
This book is currently available from most public libraries and is not

exactly a recent release, However, it is a fairly recent publication,
U.-E.C, NEWS SEPT. 1983



first printed in I977, and as it is described as the first detailed
-and comprehensive account of all sea mamma}s I have decided to give

a condensed resume of its contents,

This encyclopaedia details the behaviour, history, distribution and many
other aspects of whales, porpoises, seals, sea lions and the like. Al-
though wiitten with the general reader in mind, it will be of value to
students and amateur marine biologists. There is a comprehensive collect-
ion of photographs, both in colour and black and white, plus line drawings
and diagrams.

Where a species is known by several common names, these are all given,
together with their generic and specific names, For those readers who
have wondered about the ability of all these creatures to dive and ascend
without any baratrauma, there is a whole chapter devoted to this and
unless you have plans to stick around for several million years to take
advantage of Man’s gradual evolutionary process of returning to the sea

I suggest you stick to the old S.C.U.B,A gear,

CALENDAR MISPRINT

%

Please note that the marathon swim at Lake leschenaultia starts at IQam,
not 0I.,00am.

A LIGHTER SUNK

About 4.,30pm yesterday as the steam tug 'Euro' was returning to her
berth at F shed, after having towed out of the harbour the Dutch steamer
'Tjikandi', she collided with the lighter 'Garenup' which was moored
against the motorship 'Yngaren',

The 'Euro' struck the lighter on the starboard bow causing it immediate-
ly to sink. The lighter, which was partly loaded with cargo from the
‘Yngaren', is the property of the Swan River Shipping Co, and the 'Euro'’
is owned by the Adelaide Steamship Co.

According to details given to the river police the master of the tug,
Captain Martin, attributed the accident to faulty engines on his vessel,
He had signalled to his engine room to go astern but the power supplied
was not sufficient to prevent the collision. He claimed to have had trou-
ble with the engines of the 'Euro' on previous occasions. As portions of
the lighter's cargo floated underneath the wharf, water police remained
on duty at the shed during the night,

From THE WEST AUSTRALIAN, August 22, I923.

NOMINATIONS

Judy Gillespie, 37 Douglas Avenue, South Perth

BIG OFFSHORE PIPELINE JOB COMPLETED

The North West Shelf gas pipeline - one of the major pipelaying opera-
tions in the history of the offshore construction industry - has been
completed.

Around the world, pipelines have been laid in deeper water. Some are
longer. But few, if any, involved the combination of challenges posed
by joining the onshore processing plant on the Burrup Peninsula, to the
North Rankin 'A' platform, I35km of the north-west corner of WA,
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The pipe is large - one metre in diameter - and the steel is 2,5cm
thick. At the deepest point, near the platform, it lies I25 metres
deep.

A giant lay barge - the EPTM I60I - began laying pipe in May 1982 and
finished the job within five months. While these were routine jobs

for the diving companies, the technélogy used was very much of the Space
Age. A feature of the pipelaying operation was the need for two hyper-

baric welds to join the pipe, one at the eight kilometre point, and
the other where the pipeline meets the North Rankin platform.

Hyperbaric welding involves the creation, on the seafloor, of a dry
environment in a unit called a habitat. This is because so-called wet
welding will not meet the strict specifications of the job. The task
involved a team of eight divers who were also skilled in pipefitting
and welding. The divers lived for I0 days on board the ETPM I60I in a
complex of chambers which were suitably compressed in order to enable
them to move easily from the barge to the pressurised atmosphere under-
water,

diving bell with an approximately compressed atmosphere carried
them to the sea floor, where they worked in pairs, and back at the
end of an eight-hour shift.

The divers' task was complex. Unjoined lengths of pipeline lay para-
llel to each other, overlapping by about 20 metres. First they cut
away excess pipe from both ends. Next, aided by hydraulic gear sited
on the sea bed, the divers manipulated the pipes so that they faced
each other with a gap of about half a metre bétween them., The gap was
bridged by a small section, or 'pup piece', lowered from the barge,
so two welds were needed.

To create a dry working environment, the habitat was lowered to stra=
dle the pipelines. It was dewatered by the pressure of the breathing
mixture pumped down through an umbilical cord system from the barge.

In the pressurised dry environment, the divers were able to work com-
fortably without masks. Before they could begin to weld, the divers
had to recut the pipe ends, eliminating jagged edges from the previous
'wet' cut and also etching a level necessary for welding, Each weld

required I4 hours' work and involved two two-man shifts.

The pipe was successfully joined at the inshore point in I5 metres
of water early in November, while the second join was made in I25
res of water in January this year,

It is through the application of the skills and technology involved
in such a difficult operating environment that natural gas from the
North West Shelf can be developed, for the benefit of all Australians.

Reprinted from the SHELL REPORT, I983

SQUASH NIGHT AT THE BROADWAY

The Social Committee would like to thank all who attended the Squash
Night at the Broadway Squash Courts, Although numbers were small, com-
petition was fierce and a good night was had by all, rounded off at
the Chelsea Tavern,

The next general meeting is on September I9th, and this will be combin-
ed with a social night after, so come along for a drink and a chat.

U.E.C, NEWS SEPT, I983
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CALLENDAR OF ACTIVITIES,

Saturday October 15. Base maintenance day, Woodman point., Starts o9co hrs.
Come along to help anda heve a swim afterwards.

wednesday October 18, Training starts at the clubhouse at 8 pm, hembers
interested in helping with training please attend,

Sunday October 23, Boat trip to Rottnest 0800 hrs, Check with Peter,

Saturday October 29, Bowling night at Cannington lanes, corner of Chapman
and Burton Roads. Starts at 7 pm. Cost g 4.50

Sunday October 30. Jervois Bay wreck dive, A visit to several wrecks with

mike mcCarthy from the Maritime Museum, Ask for more

detail at the next meeting. (T’\

HAMELIN BAY LONG WEEKEND.,

wWwhile some of the UEC members headed north to the Abrolhos on Queens Birthday
long weekend, several others took the opposite direction to Hamelin Bay...

Saturday dawned on us, the sky was overcast, it started to rain, There goes
another lost weekend we thought, But the rain stopped, the sun came out and

the weekend turned out to be just fine,

We soon formed two teams, with Martin taking out the inflatable boat with Ian

and Sorren first, As soon as they returned, Rob Cole, Marie, Peter and myself
took over and headed out into the bay, We dived around Mushroom Rock where the
visibility was excellent,

In the afternoon we went out again to dive on the wrecks in the bay but because

the waves were breaking over them, we decided not to, We dived on the north

side of the big rock which turned out to be just as bare and foreboding as it

did two years ago. Diving alone there would be really scary.....

what spoiled the day was the arrival of hordes of skindivers in the morning,

who in the name of sport speared all the fish they came accross in the bay and
threw bucketfulls of unwanted fish back into the water where the waves washed

them onto the beach to rot. I have never seen a more disgusting exhibition of
wanton killing of fish, They called it spearfishing championship...

Barry Kennedy came later on Saturday, making himself and his family very
comfortable in palatial tents, In the evening Martin built a wunderbar campfire (;
around which we sat and yarned about everything from the man in the moon to )
cardboard cornflakes,

Sunday mornings dive was to the north side of Hamelin Island in the inflatable
while Barry took the others out in his boat in search of deep water,

Ro arrived later and after setting up her tent went to admire the many wildflowers.
Monday morning Rob decidea to go for another dive with harie and Peter while

the rest of us suprised ourselves by dismantling the camp and loading everything
up by nine o'clock ready to go to iledgate beach in search of the 'Georgette',

It was Ro who was the moving force behind the idea and 1 am glad that we listened
to her, Diving on the 'Georgette’ really mace the weekend something to remember,

Read the story of our 'Georgette' dive in the next magazine.
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CASE_HISTORY _NO, 5I.,

Two men dived to the rescue of a fellow scuba diver being pounded against large
rocks. The diver lost his mask and snorkel and was near drowning in heavy surf.
The man was diving alone when he was struck by a big wave, His girlfriend, who
was watching from shore, raised the alarm, The rescuers ran almost 200 metres
among rocks before they could get to him. They tried to lift him out but the
waves washed them beck three times before they succeeded, The victim swallowed
a lot of water, was cut and bruised and was suffering from shock.

Do you dive alone?

CASE HISTORY NO. 52.

A novice skindiver found on the bottom among rocks was dead when carried from
the water. He was found on the seabed covered with sand among the many rocks
about 30 metres from shore. Friends who had been swimming with him raised the
alarm after they could not find him. They said they were swimming within 20
metres of him when they lost him. The diver who found the body told them that
the victim's contents gauge was caught under a rock.

The buddy system does not work 20 metres apart, but it does if it is practiced
the correct way. The buddy system re~uires a one-to-one relationship, two divers
diving in close proximity, each lo-king out for both himself and his buddy. The
buddy system breaks down when there are three or more divers in a group, or when
the visibility is too good and the buddies tend to drift further apart.

PiNNLPERIA

SEALS, SEA_LLONS_AND_WALRUSES Bob Cotton.
(Pinnipeds - fin-footed)

There are 32 species of Pinnipeds, so named because they are literally fin or
feather footed. These are divided into two super families, the Otarioidea and
Phocoidea., The Otarioidea include the fur seals, walruses and sea lions. The
Australian fur seal is in this family. (That's the beast you quite often have

as a swimming companion around the metropolitan beaches.) The significant feature
of this group of mammals is their ability to turn their hindlimbs forward to
assist in walking on land. The contact areas of both the hindlimbs and the fore-
limbs are covered in dark pigmented skin only.

Phocoidea: This super family includes the true or earless seal. There is only one
family, namely Phocoidea. They have no external ear but instead have ear canals
which, like the nostrils, can be firmly closed when underwater. The forelimbs are
relatively short and are used primarily for manipulation rather than swimming,
which is mainly accomplished by the movement of the hind part of the body. True
seals cannot bring their hind flippers forward to assist in movement on land.
Both fore flippers and hind flippers have hair on all surfaces.

... A grey seal became entangled in the plastic band of a carelessy discarded
bait carton in the Abrolhos. The seal hasn't been seen for a while and it now

may be dead.
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SAFETY REPORT, Barry Xennedy

Consider this situation. The club has chartered a boat with the purpose of div-
ing on a reef somewhere south of Mandurah. Perhaps several kilometres offshore
and maybe a couple of hours travelling time from the boat harbour. The boat
carries 20 divers, 0 of whom are in the water, having left in groups of five.

suddenly a diver surfaces, obviously in trouble. His buddy helps him to the boat.

.t appears he has an air embolism.

We don't have any oxygen with us, eight of our divers are still in the water,
some of them just left, but by now they are scattered over a wide area. It is
impossible to recall them. We know we cannot treat the injured diver, he needs
oxygen and recompression as nuickly as possible. Do we leave the divers in the
water and race the injured person to shore? We know we can radio for assistance
to come to the beach and then come back for the others. Or we can wait for the
divers in the water to finish their dive, which could take up to an hour. It is
very important for the injured person to get to the decompression chamber - it
is certainly a matter of life or death,. .

What would you decide? Would you risk the lives of the divers in the water to
try to save the life of one injured person? Or would you delay treatment of the
injured diver to make sure all the divers are safely back on board before head-
ing for shore?

A make-believe situation, but it could happen. T think we should consider some
safety measures here which would overcome such a situation.

i think all our large boat dives should be accompanied by a second smaller boat,

possibly a club member's private boat. This would provide a valuable back-up, not

just to provide speedy transport for injured divers, but also for all the other
possible situations that can and do sometimes happen, such as mechanical break-
down or even the sinking of the dive boat from a number of causes.

Also ! think we should make a minimum number of two boats for all of our small
boat trips. The benefits of this g» without saying.

imagine surfacing from a dive only to find your boat has pulled its anchor and
drifted away into the distance. Wouldn't it be nice to have another boat nearby?
And secondly it is well and truly time we purchased an oxygen emuipment for
ourselves. even though we may never have to use it, we should have it. Let's
make our sport as safe as we can,

We seem to be always writing on the negative side of diving, but ¢ think it's
important that we consider all problems and think of all the answers and become
familiar with them so that we can make the positive side of diving even more in-
teresting and more rewarding and - most important -~ more fun.

MORE POLEQ?ION

There is a new appraoch being made to the disposal of ligquid PCB's and similar
industrial toxic wastes - incinerate them and spread the ashes over the sea. The
incineration ship, the Vulcanus II, owned by Chemical Waste Management Inc, can
burn liquid PCB's at the rate of eight tonnes an hour. Three incinerators on the
ship reduce the toxics to elemental chlorine molecules which leave the vessel in

the incinerator's flue. The waste is spread over the sea and absorbed and neutra-

lised by the alkalinity, or so they say - T wouldn't like to dive anywhere
nearby.
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LOOK AFTER IT
The diving season is just starting after the worst winter weather we have had
for a long time, we were lucky if we could dive a couple of times between storms.
With no diving around all our gear was stacked away waiting for those fine sum-
mer diving weekends.
Now regulators are subject to harsh environments in which they must work and
stored away, corrosive contaminants possibly have formed hard crusty deposits in
them, doing them more harm than actual use throughout last year.
Before you take to the water, check your regulator. There could be any of the
following problems affecting its performance-
If you have a steel tank, rust can clog the filter on the first stage. It
makes inhalation difficult.

Hard breathing could be caused by salt crystals adhering to internal moving
parts, making them stick or move sluggishly. "nhalation is difficult, and the
danger is at depth when it may be impossible to obtain sufficient air.

Water leakage in demand valve mouthpiece could be caused by the deterioration
of the rubber disc of the exhalation valve. Get it fixed or else it will flood
your demand valve completely when you least expect it.

Clogging can be caused by carbon dust. It comes from the charcoal filter of
badly maintained air compressors.

Free flowing of the demand valve is caused by dirt or dust on the high pres-
sure valve seat of the first stage. This allows high pressure air into the
low pressure hose and demand valve. Another cause of rapid flow could be
cracked O rings or dried-out silicone lubricant.

Don't dive if your regulator isn't performing as it used to - after all it is
you who will need air 60ft below.

cwAs

Divers who pass National Qualification System (NQS) tests will have access to
international ~ualifications with the world body of the sport, which is the
CMAS (Confederation Mondiale des Activities Sub-Aruatir~ues).

The CMAS was founded in I959 in Monaco by representatives of I5 countries with
Jacrues Coussteau as president. Now the headruarters of the organisation are in
Paris. The number of clubs affiliated to it number more than 700. CMAS certi-
ficates and cards are recognised throughout the world,

SCUBA TANX TESTS

UEC members can now have their tanks tested to S.A_A. standards by Australian

Safety Engineers (formerly CO2 Extinguisher Service), Unit I, 36 Kembla Way,

Willetton. The price is very competitive. Contact J. Paskulich or M. Smith.

PLEASE RETURN THE CLUB'S LIBRARY BOOKS AND MAGAZINES IF YOU HAVE FINISHED

READING THEM,
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ABROLHOS_COOKBOOK Paul Mulally
The trip to the Abrolhos Islands over the October long weekend was most enjoyable
with a good range of food being served over the three days -~ everything from
Welsh pancakes (from guess who?) to Vegemite;
Gary proved to be as at home with a knife and saucepan as with a drill and pair
of pliers. Below is a recipe for chicken which was 'invented' by Gary and myself.
CHOOK_A_LA_ABROLHOS
Ingredients

2 chickens cut into pieces I5ml tin tomato puree

2 cloves garlic, crushed I5ml tin sliced green beans

2 onions, chopped I pkt instant vegetable soup

4 tomatoes, chopped Pinch of chilli powder, mixed

4 potatoes, chopped spice, and any herb on the shelf(i”\
2 stock cubes Handful of flour

Method
Coat the chicken pieces in flour and fry in a large saucepan
until brown (not btlack). Add the rest of the ingredients. Cover
with stock (from the tap) and simmer until chicken is cooked.

WARNING - This has not been cooked on dry land - if any person should
try it, I would be very interested to hear how it turns out!

A full report of the trip will be in next month's magazine.

In 1944, the US Navy gave this advice to its personnel should they meet a shark.
‘Remember that the shark strikes with its mouth opened wide, and its vision
blocked. If you can aveid its mouth by moving out of its path it is a miss for
the shark. If you can attach yourself to it by grabbing a fin, when it turns
for another attack you aren't there -~ you are riding with it. Behind its mouth
and out of danger from its teeth. Hold tight and hang on as long as you can
without drowning yourself. In the meantime, after missing its target, the shark
may lose its viciousness and become its usual cowardly self,

LANDING FEES -~ ROTTNEST ISLAND (g/
Persons landing on Rottnest Island are required, by law, to pay a landing fee.

In order to eliminate inconvenience to persons arriving on the island from pri-
vate craft, the law provides that the owners of private craft may pay annually

a dlanding fee of $I0, which covers the individual landing fees due to be paid

from the ciaft owners and his passengers,

Craft owners who intend to visit Rottnest are asked to forward their remittance
for this sum to the Rottnest [sland Board, which will then issue a 'landing fee
paid' sticker.
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WHY_IS5_OXYGEN_TQXIC2

Sir William Paton, professor at 9xford University, said at a lecture on the
physiology of diving, that we do not know hn»w much oxygen the body can tolerate
without harm. or where the gas does the damage. He wants to start a research
programme to find a way around »xygen toxicity.

A solution to the problem would make deep diving considerably simpler. The most
important benefit would be the reduced risk of decompression sickness. With deep
diving and high pressures, nitrogen and helium dissolve into the tissues. A
diver has to be brought up very slowly from deep dives, to allow the gases to
evaporate. {f decompression is fast the gases come out of solution while still
in the tissues. The resulting bubbles play havoc with nerves and joints.

GOING_HOME

Priceless archeological material salvaged from four early Dutch East India ships,
Batavia, Gilt Dragon, 2Zuytdorp and Zeewyk, will be split three ways. A collect-
ion for Western Australia, Canberra and Amsterdam. The artefacts going back to
the Netherlands will be displayed at a special exhibition to be staged in Oct-
ober next year.

OVERDUE?

The Navy plans to resurvey the Australian coastal waters and produce new hydro-
graphic maps. Next year a converted Fokker F27 aircraft with about a tonne of
equipment called the laser airborne depth sounder will start the survey. The
laser depth sounder uses neodymium-doped yttrium aluminium garnet laser. It pul-
ses two wavelengths at the rate of 168 per second simultaneaously - the infrared
at I064 and the green part of the spectrum at 532 nanometres. The sea surface
reflects the infrared beam and the bottom of the sea reflects the green beams.
Receivers in the planecan measure water depth from the time interval between the
two beams.

Some of the hydrographic maps in use today were made with information and sound-
ings taken by Matthew Flinders in 1802.

WAVES AND DIVERS

{f a scuba diver near the surface takes a deep breath as the crest of a [5-20ft
wave passes overhead and neglects to exhale before the trough arrives, he has,
in effect, made a rapid breath-held ascent and risks lung damage. This wave
effect has caused the death of at least one diver in the USA who was ascending
in heavy seas,

UNDERWATER WATERFALL?

Located in Bass Strait, deep below the surface of the sea, is the world's biggest
waterfall., It is 93 miles long with water spilling over the edge and dropping
I200ft to the sea floor below at a rate of one million cubic feet per second,

The water movement is caused by differences in temperature and salinity between
Bass Strait and the Tasman Sea.
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UK SHIPS TO MEET WORLD SAFETY_§2§§Q§B@§

The Minister for Shipping, Mr Sproat, has told an international conference that
Britain is committed to eliminating ships which do not meet world standards on
safety, manning, and pollution prevention,

He was speaking to the Tnternational Association of ‘ndependent Tanker Owners.
He referred to the Paris Memorandum signed by I4 maritime countries which esta-
blished a procedure for ingspecting foreign ships calling at European ports. Dur-
ing the second half of 1982 UX surveyors inspected I350 foreign ships, of which
[0 were detained until serious deficiencies were corrected.

SEARCH AND RESCUE_TNC:DENTS RISE

The Australian Coastal Surveillance Centre in Canberra handled 2288 search and
rescue incidents during I98I/82 compared with I868 in the previous year, There
were 335 reports concerning pleasure craft, I44 on Australian vessels and I38
on overseas ships. R

There were I4 man-overboard reports and I5 aircraft emergencies.

SURVIVAL

A new survival suit which prolongs life in cold and freezing water has been re-
leased in Australia. The suits are suitable for use by defence personnel, fish-
ermen, oil rig crew, and pilots. The suit was instrumental in saving the lives
of nine crewmen of the Norwegian fishing vessel 'Haroyfjord', who survived nine
hours in a full storm in the North Sea.

The outer shell is PVC coated material, flame retardant, oil resistant and fluo-
rescent. It has attached hood, gloves and boots which are all watertight. The
suit has closed cell PVC foam plus an aluminium foil polyester insulation inside
plus additional fibrepile lining fitted to places particularly vulnerable, The

. innermost lining of thin nylon material makes the suit easy to don and comfort-
able to wear. Testing has shown that the temperature drop of a man in freezing
water was less than 2 deg Centigrade in six hours.

NIGHT DIVE

A night dive will be organised by the Australasian Diving Centre at Woodman Pt
on Friday, November 25. This is a very safe dive site for beginners. It is also
fun for those who wish to wrestle with the Blue Manna crabs. There will be a
prize for the biggest crab, the smallest crab and the most unusual item collect-
ed. The highlight of the evening will be a few social drinks on the beach and
the cooking and eating of the crabs. Ring Marian on 384 3966 if you wish to go.

AN_OLD_STORY

Aristotle described the diving bell in which Alexander the Great went down in
332BC. He writes that when Alexander looked out of the bell he could see under-
water sheep and dogs and a great creature that took three days to pass ... an
early sympton of nitrogen narcosis?

Page 4 UEC NEWS OCTOBER 1983

FROM_THE_CHAIR John Paskulich

At a recent committee meeting it was decided to set up a boat fund, I fully sup-
port this move and urge members to do the same., Our existing inflatable, the
'Mike Pollard', is very limited in range and capacity, and is starting to show
its age. As well, I feel the money we pay out to hire vessels is "dead" money
that could be going back into a club asset,

So far no decision has been reached on the type of boat we want, but one end of
the range is something along the lines of what we've been using up to date, that
is, IOmetres or so in length, with a cabin and a large deck area. The other end
of the scale would be an open runabout, around 6 metres long, outboard powered
and trailable. I tend to favour the latter, but no doubt when the time comes
members will have their say. My only hope is that it doesn't take as long to get
our boat as it did the clubroom!

A4 more pressing matter is training. We start on October I9th, so if you know of
anyone interested in learning to dive, contact us as soon as possible., This
season we'll have our classroom set up at Booragoon and will also be doing some
instructing in the Melville pool on weeknights. This may prove to be more att-
ractive to instructors and students alike as it will leave weekends free.

Our training course is our biggest avenue of recruitment so give it all the sup-
port you can. Volunteers are welcome.

It takes a lot of work to find material to fill eight pages of the magazine I2
times a year., You have to read an awful lot to find something that is suitable
and hasn't been used before.

Because we find the time from Tuesday after the committee meeting until posting
the magazine one week later doesn't give us enough time, the deadline for stories
to be included in the magazine will be the night of the general meeting.

Not that we are overwhelmed with manuscripts - far from it - writers are still
very shy to come forward with any kind of material, Haven't you noticed? If
there is no name besdie a story it was written by the editor. And yet it is your
magazine, you must have something to say.

If club members haven't anything to say, the committee members should at least
write something about the section of the club's activities they look after. So
far, only Library and Safety have.

WRONG AGAIN John Paskulich

The tragic loss of a diver near Broome recently was reported in typical cavalier
fashion by a daily paper. "After leaving his OXYGEN tank behind he decided to
free dive and was last seen SWIMMING around at 25 METRES (82ft?) wearing four
LEAD WEIGHTS"., [ might suggest that it probably wasn't an oxygen tank and with
that weight, at that depth, he'd be plummeting, not swimming.

This kind of sloppy reporting occurs regularly and only serves to discredit the
writer, or worse, mislead their less informed readers.

Aren't we lucky to have the UEC News?
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HOLLAND I Tibi

The Royal Navy's first submarine, the Holland I, has been salvaged from the En-
lish Channel. It sunk near Eddystone Lighthouse while being towed to the wreck-

ers in 1913. Last year the Navy located the wreck in 63m of water. It was lifted

and taken to Devonport Dockyard.
After being on the bottom of the English Channel for 70 years, the sub came up
in a remarkable condition. Corrosion was less than in a five-year-old ship.

Bolts could be undone with minimum effort, hinges opened, the main engine could
be turned over with the valve gear operating. The torpedo door moved freely, and
there wasn't one loose rivet in the hull. The electric motor was well-preserved,

one battery was taken out, cleaned, filled with electrolyte and recharged. It
delivered 30 amps.

Because the sub sunk before nuclear tests and it was shielded by the sea from
radiation, the 20 tons of lead in the batteries contained no background radiati,
at all. (Does this mean that your weight belt might be radiocactive?) No-one can
explain why the submarine was so well-preserved. Was it because the hull con-

tained so many dissimilar metals - steel, cast iron, brass, bronze and lead - or

was it the strong magnetic field they found inside? ]
After restoration, the Holland I.will be housed at the Navy's Submarine Museum
at Gosport.

DEHYDRATION _ DECOMPRESSION SICKNESS? Tibi

Long dives tend to dehydrate a diver. Partly because of the dryness of the com-
pressed air evaporates moisture from the lungs, but mainly because the diver's
diuresis produces large amounts of urine. Dehydration has an effect on gas
micronuclei, Micronuclei are very tiny harmless bubbles which may grow to harm-
ful size during decompression. Most dives apparently produce bubbles. We recog-

nise decompression sickness when symptoms appear. But where is the dividing line
between a normal dive and a dive that causes decompression sickness? It is hard
to say. What we know is that dehydration will push you towards it. Loss of water

from the body concentrates the blood. This effects circulation. Red blood cells

are brought closer together which makes the blood flow slower. Sluggish circula-.

tion cannot cope with the removal of gas from the tissues. Gas micronuclei or
silent bubbles can grow to overt decompression sickness and you can also move
toward cardiovascular shock.

So make sure you drink plenty of fluids before, between, and after dives. Give (

your blood a chance!

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

Monday, November 21 ... General Meeting

Friday, November 25 ,,. Night dive, Woodman Point. Ring Marian on 384 3966
Sunday November 27 .., Boat trip to James Service out of Mandurah
Saturday, December 3 .., Christmas party

Sunday, December 4 ... Small boats

Sunday, December 11 ... Small boats

Sunday, December 18 ... Boat trip

December 30-January 2 ... Rottnest long weekend - to be confirmed

Page 8 UEC NEWS NOVEMBER 1983

(

GET_YQUR FINGER OUT:

We're all a little slow,
Us of the diving scene,
When it's time for us to show
Our thoughts in the magazine,

I don't want to make a fuss,
But as Martin would say

'It's all a little suss'-

The work is Tibi's all the way.

So put your pen to paper,
And have your little say,
Put an end to this caper
0f your slack and careless way,

Tibi and Paul's frustration
Seems to never end,

Like a one-way conversation
From talkative Peter M.

Some of us are trying,
Such as Peter and Bob,
And you hear me crying -
'Get on with the job',

So think about a story,
Write it down today,

Share in all the glory
Of having your own say.

Our club will be better,
Tibi's work will ease,
Bring us your letter

Is all I ask of you - please!
Barry Kennedy

))IVE THE BARRIER REEF

Ken and sheilah Jones are still in Queensland, having a great time diving. Here
is a letter from them: Ahoy mates! Guess what - we are now resident and crew
aboard our new home, the 70ft 'Reef Seeker' ... sold the van and tent and out
cruising for the next three weeks before we leave. We have trouble, Sheilah's
eye patch keeps slipping ... my earring is heavy and the parrot keeps leaving
large deposits on my shoulder and I have trouble standing with the wooden leg .
Reef Seeker is the ultimate dive boat being a motor cruiser with three levels —
helipad, three showers, three toilets, large kitchen, videos, bar, lounge area
and private cabins, carrying 28 divers. The diving is great, with velvet dark
blue seas, the bow wave the only thing breaking the surface in a white foam,
watching the reef go by under as if there's no water at all, dolphins playing
around, and one spot on Keeper Reef with 40ft deep canyons of sheer coral and
fish, with the most vivid blue water we have ever seen ... hope you'll get to
see it yourself.
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DON'T LOSE YOUR BOAT

SAFETY REPORT

Barry Kennedy

It seems we do a single boat dive quite often these days. This always worries
me a little, as most of our boat dives are done in potentially dangerous reef
areas which are sometimes very remote. So if you are using only one boat make
the most of it, but be careful and make your dives safely.

Always use plenty of good quality anchor rope. A good rule of thumb is to allow
three times the water depth of rope (in 10 metres of water use 30 metres of
rope). A short anchor rope will cause the anchor to dislodge or break, or even
break the anchor rope. It is always best to use too much rather than too little,
A trailing float and flag are also very handy to have as they warn other boats
that divers are below, and they are useful to hold on to while you are waiting
for your turn to re-enter the boat, especially in rough conditions when the
boat is bouncing up and down,

The first thing to do when you commence your dive is to check the anchor., Make
sure it has a good hold and that the rope is not likely to fray on any metal or
rock. Then continue to swim in this direction upstream of the boat, Don't lose [
your boat, don't wander too far away. If you do lose track of where you are,
then before you run too low on air surface and locate your boat., It is far easier
to swim back casually underwater while you still have some air, than to run out
and have to swim back on the surface.

Should this happen to you, however, don't panic. Sometimes the boat seems a
long way away, but a slow steady swim will get you there easier than a fast
burst. As we have seen in the recent marathon swim at Lake Leschenaultia, people
can swim a great distance on the surface when the need arises, And remember,
panic is a diver's worst danger.

However, if you continue to dive upstream youw will have the tide and current to
aid you back to the boat. This is much easier than trying to fight against it
should you happen to swim the wrong way. Make use of your compass., It is poss-
ible to become separated from your boat if you are careless about the direction
you swim in,

Tibi is currently running a series of case histories of diving accidents. As
safety Officer I urge you to study these and become familiar with the dangers
that can befall you., Think about what you would do in the same situations. Then
if it should happen to you, you will know how to react.

Next month I will be writing on the topic of panic. Watch for it. Since panic
is probably the end cause of all diving fatalities, it is something we should
study very carefully. Dive safely ... Barry

Answers on page 6

1. How long would a 40cu ft tank last a diver at 1lOm?

2, Is the tank marking HOAL 1 or 3 legal?

3, What is the testing pressure of tanks?

4., What are the maximum bottom times for a no-decompression dive at the follow-
ing depths -~ (2) 2lm (b) 27m (c) 30m and (d) 36m?

5, Give a description of an air embolism,

6. What pressure should a diver suffering from air embolism be recompressed to?
7. Why should live cone shells be handled with extreme caution?

8., If a balloon holds 6 litres of dir at sea level, what would its contents be
at 70m? :

9. what are the minimum sizes of takeable (a)western rock lobsters (b) southern
rock lobsters?

10. What is the easiest position to equalise pressure in the ears on descent?
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IT NEVER RAINS ... John Paskulich

The October meeting was rather hectic, Not only did we have Roger Smith with
his Abrolhos slides, and Dennis Robinson from MAAWA as speaker, but we also
had Glen Parker, from Australasian Diving, who brought along a selection of new
season dive equipment,

The gear was too extensive to mention individually but it ranged from top-line
regs (more than I can afford) down to $15 dive torches (more my price bracket).
Anyone interested in a $300 diving knife?

It was a very interesting session, and the bit I particularly liked was his
offer of a good deal to UEC members., So next time you're in the shop, identify
yourself and see what he can do for you.

TRAINING. The training season started with an introductory talk at the clubroom
on Wednesday 2nd November, Nine students attended., If you want to help out, let
Ric Bone know on 367 6076.

ONE ENTIRE DAY DISAPPEARED

The night was warm and inviting, and the stars shone in all their tropical bril-
ljance, Captain John Phillips was in a dark corner of the bridge, gquietly pull-
ing on a cigar with all the contentment that comes to a sailor when he knows the
voyage is half-done,
His ship, the passenger steamer 'Warrimoo', was knifing her way through the
waters of the Pacific on her way from Vancouver to Australia, The navigator had
just finished working out a star fix and brought Captain Phillips the results.
The ‘Warrimoo's position was spotted at about Lat. 0deg30'N and Long. 179deg30'W,
The date was December 30, 1899, First mate Dayldon broke in, "Captain, do you
know what this means? We're only a few miles from the intersection of the Equa-
tor and the International Date Line".
Captain Phillips knew exactly what it meant, and he was prankish enough to take
full advantage of the opportunity for achieving the navigation freak of a life-
time. An ordinary crossing of the line is confusing enough to passengers, but
the probabilities he had before him were sure to confound them for the rest of
their lives.
The Captain immediately called four more navigators to the bridge to check and
double—check the ship's position every few minutes. He changed course slightly
so as to bear directly on his mark., Then he carefully adjusted engine speed so
that he would strike it at just the right moment. The calm weather, the clear
night, and the eager co-operation of his entire crew worked successfully in his
favour. At exactly midnight, local time, the 'Warrimoo' lay exactly on the Equa-
tor at exactly the point where it crosses the International Date Line,
The consequences of his bizarre position were many and varied, The forward part
of the ship was in the Southern Hemisphere and in the middle of summer, the
stern was in the Northern Hemisphere and in the middle of winter., The date in the
after part of the ship was December 30, 1899, Forward it was January 1, 1900.
The ship was in two different days, two different months, two different seasons
and two decades all at the same time, Moreover, the passengers were cheated out
of a New Year's celebration, and one entire day - December 31, 1899, disappeared
from their lives for all time,

Reprinted courtesy of 'Listening Post'’
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heads we were taken to 'Unnamed Isle' with a depth of 24m and visibility of
more, John B. and myself were first in the water, drifting down with a slight
current to the bottom. When I looked up I saw the hull of the boat outlined and
the other divers descending, a sight which usually you only see on film,

The trip back to Geraldton was quite rough, with Judy being 'trapped' on the
flying bridge, The highlight of the return trip was the sighting of whales - the
first one took us by surprise by surfacing very close to the boat. All I have on
film is lots of foam on the water, Next we saw a cow and her calf,a long way off.
by the time we had been roused from sleep,

When we got back to Geraldton we all agreed it had been an excellent weekend's
diving, even with the compressor out of action. When's next year's trip?

By the way, I hear John Paskulich has a full-time use for the 'Horizon' com-
pressor!)

FROM THE CHAIR

John Paskulich

The Rowley Shoals diving accident involving a member of the WA Museum team (Sep(T\
tember issue) had a happy sequel at the last general meeting. A member of that
expedition visited us and spoke of the incident. The best part was his descrip-
tion of the diver involved. Although he still has a few problems he's up and
about and is well on the way to recovery. That's not bad for a person who was
clinically dead only a couple of months before.

The main factors in his survival were prompt cardiopulmonary resuscitation, ass-
isted by oxygen therapy and it is on this note I wish to comment,

I have always been an advocate of the club having improved first aid facilities
and I support Barry ¥ennedy's move towards obtaining portable oxygen equipment
for club use (as well as his other ideas on safety back-up - refer to 'Safety
Report', October issue). I hope to see some hard facts on availability, cost and
training requirements available by the next meeting.

My own contribution will be a demonstration of CPR techniques (mouth-to-mouth
and heart compression) directly after the November general meeting. Don't miss
it

Committee meetings: Inconvenience and rising travelling costs have prompted me
to change the committee meeting dates. The November committee meeting will still
be on Monday the 8th, as normal, but subsequent meetings will be conducted PRIOR
to the general meeting.

A 'mini' committee meeting will be held at 7pm on November 2lst, just before the

general, to see how it works out. If successful, all subsequent meeting will be
held in this manner,

1. 20 minutes 2. No 3. 5/3 of working pressure

4, (a) 40 minutes (b) 24 minutes (c) 20 minutes (d) 14 minutes

5. Following the rupture of the alveoli, gas in the form of bubbles escapes into
the pulmonary veins and then into the systematic blood circulation, and circul-
ated to the brain, kidneys, heart, liver and other vital organs, Very common in
association with surgical emphysema.

6. 6 A, T A,

7. They are extremely poisonous, the poison being shot from a small dart which
can reach all parts of the shell,

8. 3/4 litre 9. (a) 76mm (b) 98.5mm

10. Vertical, with the head up.
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DIVE_ROTTNEST_I SLAND Paul Mulally
With summer on the way, the diving gear is being checked out after many weeks
without use, due to one of the worst winters for many years. Rottnest Island is
always a popular dive site, with a monthly boat trip on the 'Lysander', skipper=
ed by Bob Martin - always a day to look forward to. The diving here is equal to
some of the best in the world, with many wrecks scattered around the coastline.
Below is an account of the more popular wrecks.

tnest
ISLAND ...

YORK
+
MIRA FLDRES
Yooy ErzageTH
i RaveN
ANITRA

DENTON HOLME

The 'Denton Holme', on a voyage from Glasgow, was wrecked on the night of Sept-
ember 25, 1890, She was a 998-ton iron barque, carrying water pipes and general
cargo. The pilot was sent to meet her, but the 'Denton Holme' did not stop, and
she saled past into the Transit Reef, and stuck fast on top of the 'Macedon'. A

" bad storm followed, with the ship being totally wrecked,

The Master of the ship, Captain Rich, had his certificate suspended for three
months as he was found guilty of several charges,

This British-built steamer of 562 tons was wrecked by going too close to the reef
while taking a boat in tow. The ship sunk in March 1883, after being holed@ on

the reef. She was carrying 50 passengers, a cargo of mail, horses and a survey
party. This wreck is in 3-6 metres of water and is one of the most popular,

There is little left of this 124-ton, 68ft wooden schooner which sank on May 8,
1842, when it struck Duck Rock on a trip from Bunbury to Fremantle.
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MIRA FLORES

This wreck, a 500-ton iron baraque, built in England, struck Horseshoe Reef on
January 31, 1886, Attempts were made to drive her ashore, but she sank on an
even keel. The cargo, some of which was salvaged, was varied and included books,
machinery, assorted hardware, furniture, and ammunition. All the crew were saved.

GEM

This wreck is one of Rottnest's mysteries, as there is no explanation as to how
this British-built cutter sank, presumably with all hands, six crew and four
passengers. On the morning of May 18, 1876, she was in sight of the Fremantle
lightkeeper after saling from Dongara with a cargo of wheat. Then she disappear-
ed near Kingston Spit, leaving only the topmasts and cross trees vigible above
water. No trace was found of the people on board, and divers reported that the
hull was sound, Many theories have been put forward to explain the loss of the
vessel, ranging from swelling of the cargo of wheat, to kidnap.

CITY OF YORK

The remains of this Glasgow-built iron barque of 1194 tons lie in the bay of the
same name only 300 yards offshore. She sunk on July 12, 1899, in rough weather,
carrying a cargo of 5000 doors and timber from San Francisco. Twelve crew mem-
bers died.

This three-masted schooner was built of jarrah at Fremantle, and was wrecked on
December 11, 1887, with a cargo of grain and furniture from Sri Lanka. The crew
were saved, and she lies in five metres of water with the two anchors being vis-
ible.

URIBES

The remains of this vessel lie in five metres of water, only 10 metres offshore.
She sank after the motors cut out and the anchors would not hold. The 'Uribes'
was built in 1868 at Stockton-on-Tees and was wrecked in 1942 while carrying a
cargo of shells, stores, and a couple of vehicles.

The 'Raven', a wooden barque of 843 tons was wrecked while attempting the south
passage, and struck reefs around Dyer Island on March 11, 1891, on a trip to
Bunbury. An inquiry held two days later revealed that the skipper was drunk. The
wreckage is partly buried by sand, in six metres of water,

LADY ELIZABETH

This vessel was wrecked on June 30, 1878, in rough weather, after leaving Fre-
mantle for Shanghai with a cargo of sandalwood., Conditions got so bad that her
master decided to return to Fremantle, Visibility was down to a couple of metres
and a man was washed overboard. The vessel was driven behind Dyer Island and
sank,
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DIVE_THE_ABROHLOS Paul Mulally
On the Friday of the October long weekend, nine intrepid divers made their way
to Geraldton to join the 'Horizon', The trip got off to a bad start for John
Brady who was fined $20 by a vigilant police officer who thought John's spot-
lights were a little bright,

John, Len and myself were the last to arrive at the docks, and found one sleep-
ing beauty (Judy, the only girl) and five sleeping uglies, But they weren't
asleep for long - Peter Horton can hear a stubby opened at 20 paces and he was
first to join us on the deck., The trip out was pretty good with the swell start-
ing at about 2am, We moored at a buoy about 8,30 for breakfast, before our first
dive in the Maze, This is an area which is famed for its stag coral, John and I
also found a couple of good drop-offs, but little fish life,

The second dive of the day was at Wooded Isle, and this was our favourite site
on the trip., Plenty of things to look at, but not as much fish life as expected
in the deeper areas, Moving to the shallows was a different thing altogether -
this was one dive site where we all came up with 'Did you see that? What about
that coral? What about that red emperor? and so on, All of us wanted to dive that
site again.

We planned on dinner, then perhaps a night dive, so off we went to one of the
islands to pump the bottles and have a feed. Once moored, disaster struck - in
the form of a faulty compressor ... the most talked about and hated piece of
machinery on the boat., The o0ld saying that lightning never strikes in the same
place twice was proved wrong once again, The people who had been on the last
ill-fated 'Horizon' tour couldn't believe it -~ how could such a nice bunch of
divers have a faulty compressor TWICE? When we came to terms with the fact that
the heap of rubbish wasn't going to fill our tanks, action was called for, John
had made friends with people on another boat, the 'Island Leader', in Geraldton
harbour the day before and he had found out they had compressors, so we had to
find them. The skipper set to work on the radio and eventually they were located
in the Pelsart group of islands, a trip of about two hours, The decision was
made to try and find them amd get our tanks filled.

When we arrived they had almost finished their tanks and were having a bite to
eat, John went aboard and after much bargaining cameto the aggreement that we
paid $2 per fill, We spent the night there then made our way back to Wooded

Isle the next morning, It was a lovely place to dive, with jumbo crays and
baldchin groper in abundance,

In the afternoon we decided on a fossick on one of the islands. The skipper put
the boat close to the coral and John B, showed his Navy training 'by putting

the pick in', The hard part was climbing down the anchor rope onto the reef, We
spent a couple of most enjoyable hours wandering around the uninhabited desert
island, Most of us picked up a few shells and bits and pieces, I was surprised
to see three dead turtles that had been washed up by storms perhaps, They were
all a bit too far gone to save the shells. Roger gave us an on-the-spot biology
lecture with an octupus found under a rock. Getting back to the boat proved a
little harder than getting off as the tide was on the way in, Len found a large
hole in the coral with his right leg which put him out of diving! Once we got
him back on the boat nurse Judy toock over, making a first-class job of his very
bad gash., Gary was at her side with swabs and forceps at the ready.

On the Monday morning full tanks were scarce, with Len once agin in the spotlight
holding an auction for his tank (I'm just joking, we all know the Scots aren't
like that), As a few of us wanted more than a couple of metres of water over our
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UNDERWATER E¥PLORERS CLUB OF WA (INC). PO BOX 28, NEDLANDS
OFFICE BFARERS AND COMM.TTEE OF MANAGEMENT

PATRON- Mr £ M, Stokes, 68 Jutland Parade, Dalkeith
HONORARY APPO NTMENTS

AUD{TORS- L, Jones, 51 Potts Ave, Melville 330 3711

J. Bele, 097 212775 (work), 097 212828 (home)
COUNSEL- D,S, McMannus, 20 Hicholson R4, Subiaco 381 9999
ARCH'OGY.: J, Green, WA Museum
BIOLOG: ST: R, Brown, Research Lab, Waterman 447 1366
DOCTOR- Dr N, Haimson, 3/16 Coode St, S. Perth 367 55{’}
-PRESIDENT- John Paskulich, Thornlie, 459 7164
ViCE-PRESYDENT- Steven 0Oddy, Hillarys, 401 4028
SECRETARY: Martin Smith, Beckenham, 458 2224
TREASURER- Rob Coles
- TRALNZING- Richard Bone, South Perth, 381 3320
DIV.NG- Peter Mortimer, Thornlie, 459 8067
COMMLITTEE- 1, Peter Horton, ¥t Bawthorn, 444 9126

2, Roger Smith, Maylands, 272 1740

3. Barry Xennedy, Forrestfield, 453 6927

4, Bob Cotton, Victoria Park
MEVBERSH P SECRETAPRY- Elaine Airey, Bedford, 272 6627
BUTLDTNG- Steven Oddy
LIBRARY- Bob Cotton
PUBL C RELAT ONS- Kevin Cargeeg, Mt Pleasant, 364 9237
PROPERTY- Peter Horton
SCIAL- 'an Cowan, Willagee, 337 3238

Soren Copley, Victoria Park (;)

SAFETY- Barry Xennedy
TECHN"CAL- Richard Bone
RESEARCH- Tibi Csomay, Scarborough, 341 3001
PAD'O- R, Wallis, Wembley Downs
MAGAZINE- Tibo Csomay

Paul Mulally
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WHY_ SOME_DIVERS_DRQP_QUT - an opinion

Martin Smith

There is no doubt that there is a drop-out problem in diving, not because diving
is inherently difficult or dangerous or appealing only to a few.

Is it any wonder that one year later, only about 5% of people who finish their
training after a basic course, become active divers, Very, very few people look
forward with pleasure to doing something regularly for recreation, that makes
them feel uneasy about their safety. It is true that there are a fearless few
who have the confidence to enjoy the sport. But what about the majority? What
about the average non-suicidal sportsman or woman who took up diving just to
have a good time?

What is the problem? Why do so many people who imagine that they would like to
dive never become active divers? The answers are many, but here is one major
contender. Inadequate open-water training in so-called basic diving instruction,
When a person decides to invest some time and energy in a course, he or she does
it with the expectation of some good results. The aim of a good diving cours N,
should be to produce, in the student, a feeling of safety, comfort and compet=
ence in open water, where all the recreational enjoyment takes place. Then, in
open water, students can move at their own pace through a series of well-designed
skill levels. For most people, the feeling of safety and competence is generated
by real ability. When you are truly good at something, you know it and feel at
ease,

Simulation, such as practice in a swimming pool, is no substitute for the real
environment. No amount of classroom lecturing or pool practice can instill con-
fidence in the open water. Classroom and pool time is of limited value except

to prepare a person for open-water diving. The instructor, rightfully concerned
about his students' safety in open water, controls the experience carefully. He
selects the dive site and considers the conditions, plans and supervises the
entire dive and makes all the decisions.

Another route is to encourage newly-certified divers to join well-recognised
dive clubs and dive with more experienced divers.

As I mentioned, these are in my opinion, some of the answers. Doesn't it make
you think, when most of the people who sign up for a certification course do
not become active divers? Something is wrong when one of the most beautiful
recreations on this earth, easy to learn and offering pleasureable experiences
unlike any other available on land, is enjoyed by such a small percentage of

the population,

I hope this will lead other divers to reply to this article and give their

opinions, ( )

NOTICE OF MOTION

John Paskulich

The committee of management be empowered to look for and arrange the purchase
of a suitable dive boat. The conditions of purchase will be that members be
given the opportunity to view before purchaseand the approval to purchase and
the method of financing be gained from a General Meeting.

CLUB NOMINATIONS

Leon Kennedy: Linda Young: Margaret Langson: Richard Green: James Davies:
Brian Jury: Lloyd Phillips.

page 8 UEC NEWS DECEMBER 1983

__________ John Paskulich
This is my first ever Christmas message (apart from cards to my aunties)
and it is with some trepidation that I present it.

This year has been a bit of a mixed bag. We had a successful training season
last summer and this one is looking good as well, but still our membership
numbers are down compared to the equivalent time last year. We have to do
something about this and I refer you to my article in this issue.

In general diving has been good, bar problems on the Abrohlos trip and also
the lousy weather until recently. I am looking forward to the forthcoming
summer season.

This is the first year we had our clubrooms and although I think it is a
great place it isn't being used enough. We cannot afford to have that much
real estate being used only for a few hours a month. If you have got any ideas
let us know.

I offer my thanks to the committee past and present and to members who have
contributed to the club's smooth running this year. T hope we have the same
support in 1984,

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and dive safely.

There have been too many diving incidents in Western Australia, Hardly a
week goes by without someone getting into serious trouble, disappearing or
drowning.

All this points to two things. Inefficient diver training and the lack of a
proper diver rescue operation,.

In Victoria all this has changed ...

At the last meeting it was said that we must limit our membership to suit the
smallness of our clubrooms. Some time ago we were told we must have new members
to increase club funds. Which is it going to be? Let's make up our minds, It

is no good advertising we are the most progressive club in WA if we

cannot accommodate a few new members ...
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SAFETY REPORT

Barry Kennedy

All of us experience panic at some time or other,

It is a normal human feeling, part of our defence system. A reflex action when
we are in danger. Being a natural instinct to provide fight or flight, trigger-
ed off by fear, a sudden realisation of danger.

It probably enabled our forefathers of long ago to escape some dangerous situ-
ations. Many of us possibly would not have been here today, had not panic and a
fast dash to safety saved some of the old chaps from some fierce predator.
However ... to a SCUBA diver panic is disastrous. We must resist the urge to
panic. Problems must be solved in a relaxed and controlled manner,

There are times when all of us have some apprehension, when we suffer some
fright or shock. Allowing ourselves to panic can have severe consequences.
Learn to recognise impending panic., Tt usually starts with rapid shallow breath-
ing and a feeling of impending doom. This is the time for self-control.

A good idea is to start breathing deep full breaths of air, this has a relaxins
effect, concentrate on the problem at hand with some positive action. Panic
will only lead to a complete loss of control.

Controlling panic is something which needs to be worked at, Competence must be
built up through traing and experience.

Thoroughly practise skills such as flooding and clearing face mask, buddy-
breathing and such until you build up a high competence and with that will come
confidence, The more confident you are, the less chance of panic.

A diver must not lose self-control, which means; maintaining a reasonable level
of fitness, not diving after a heavy night, knowing your equipment like the back
of your hand, maintaining good buddy contact, and planning your dives to match
your capabilities,

If you work at this you will find you can comfortably cope with your diving.
Handle your dives in a relaxed and controlled manner and you will minimise the
risk of panic.

Dive safely.

MAYDAY ... MAYDAY Tibi

The standard international distress freqpencies are on 121,5MHz (VHF) and 243
MHz (UHF). Airlines flying over the oceans have to monitor these all the time
but the aircraft can only receive signals from up to 300km away.

All this is going to be changed with the US SARSAT (search and rescue satellite
aided tracking) and the Russian COSPOS satellites which started in February.

The satellites fly at 1000km and complete the polar orbit every 100 minutes,
regularly passing over all parts of the globe as it rotates beneath them.

When something crashes into the sea, the emergency beacon is turned on by the
impact and the beacon transmits signals for two days. The satellites pick up the
signals which undergo a Doppler shift of frequency. The satellites store the in-
formation on tape till they are above an earth station, when the information is
transmitted over the radio.

A computer analyses the data and calculates the position of the beacon from the
Doppler shift to within two kilometres of the signal, What is the Doppler shift?
The signals are at a higher pitch as the satellite nears the beacon and lower as
it recedes,
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WHAT NOW, MARY ROSE? Tibi

It was on the 1llth October, 1982, when Henry Viil's flagship, the 'Mary Rose!',

broke the surface after 437 years on the bottom of the sea. The four million

pounds that has been spent on her so far just to lift her out is only the beg-

inning. Conservation work has not started yet. To stop her drying out the ship

is kep saturated with 2700 litres of fresh water sprayed on at a temperature of

2deg C each minute, The chilled water prevents damage by oxidation and keeps

away micro-organisms,

The 'Mary Rose' was built entirely out of wood, with wooden pegs in place of

metal fastenings,

There are four methods of conservation possible:

1. Completely submerging in polyethylene glycol, A ship in Bremen was treated
in such a way,

2. Spraying with polyethylene glycol. Like the Swedish ship 'Wasa', which was

raised 20 years ago from Stockholm Harbour.

. Freeze drying by passing dry nitrogen over it, A small Roman ship was con-

served like that in Marseilles.

4. With controlled airdrying. A method used by the Dutch on a number of small

vessels, (The problem with this is the powdering-away of the first few milli-

metres of the surface,)

Experts from the Archaeological Research Unit of the National Maritime Museum
recommend that the polyethylene glycol spray method be used, The problem is
that it might take as long as 20 years to complete the treatment,

PODS.ANDRENDS
Ian offered to raise money by selling unwanted items at a swap-meet, If you have
anything, bring it to the next general meeting,

We are going to have a Quiz Night in May,

We have seven divers training., The course will finish at the end of December,
The kitchen is out of bounds to the common-or-garden variety of UEC member, The
social organisers will serve through the hatch.

ngBMAL PROTECTION ANSWERS

1. Wetsuits insulate by trapping a body-warmed layer of water, Loosely-fitting
suits allow cold water to pump through, Very tight-fitting suits inhibit blood
circulation and restrict mobility. The answer is (c).

2, Wetsuits' neoprene rubber contains thousands of tiny cells filled with nit-
rogen at atmospheric pressure, On descent these compress in direct proportion
to the ambient pressure. Answer (b) is right, At 66ft the ambient pressure is

three times atmospheric, compressing the wetsuit to one-third its original thick-
ness.

3. Even in the warmest waters, prolonged exposure carries off body heat and even-
tually results in decreased diver efficiency and safety. Answer (c) is correct.
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OCTOPUS RIGS . Tibi,

Buddy-breathing means sharing one diver's air supply while two divers ascend,
When one diver's air supply fails, he attracts his partner's attention, signal-
1ling that he needs air. His buddy swims to his side, grabs hold of him and gives
him air, holding on to the mouthpiece. In turn each diver takes two breaths and
together they slowly ascend to the surface.

On paper, this method of surfacing sounds very easy. In reality it has problems.
For instance, your buddy might be quite a distance away (shouldn't be) or he
might not like parting with his mouthpiece,

Assisted breathing requires a lot of practice. You will find that it is easy

to share air while you are stationary, but when moving mistakes will occur quite
often. When two novices or poorly trained divers attempt buddy-breathing at
depth an error will place them in serious danger.

A much safer way to assist is with an octopus rig. An octopus rig has two second
stages connected to one first stage. It came about in 1965 when manufacturers
of regulators started to add more low pressure ports to the regulator's first(f
stage, initially to be used for underwater pneumatic.tools. Soon someone came
up with the two second stage idea.

It turned a dangerous and stressful situation into a simple and relaxed way of
assisting the diver who reguires air.

Even with octopus rigs the two divers must discuss the possibility of assisting
each other. A diver who has run out of air should know where the second second-
stage is kept on the other person and how to use it.

Practice for an emergency with an octopus rig will result in almost automatic,
correct reactions from both divers.,

The rig is now recognised as a superior method of assisting a buddy who is ex-
periencing an out-of-air emergency. =2

The price of one second stage and a bit of hose is perhaps the best investment
in diver safety.

TEST_YOUR_KNOWLEDGE_ON_THERMAL PROTECTION
1. A wetsuit insulates best when it fits:
(a) Very tightly
(b) Loosely
(c) Snugly
2. Worn by a diver at 66ft, a %inch thick wetsuit will be:
(a) Unchanged
(b) Less than an eighth. of an inch
(c) Three-eighths of an inch thick
3. For personal comfort and safety, divers need wetsuits in:
{(a) Cold climates only
(b) Warm climates
(c) Anywhere in any climate

NOTICE_OF_MOTION from Ian Cowan

I move that spearfishing should be allowed on some dives.
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WHAT IS DROWNING LIKE? Tibi

The conscious victim usually holds his breath as long as possible, then inhales
water, coughs, loses consciousness, swallows a lot of water, briefly continues
to swim, then - nothing,

What causes sports divers to drown? The breathold diver may hyperventilate and
black out from hypoxia before his CO2 builds up enough to tell him he needs to
breathe ... A scubadiver might get entangled just before it is time to go up ...
He might run out of air or lose his mouthpiece ... Narcs himself silly at

depth ... Has a heart attack ... Gets bashed against rocks ... Embolises on
ascent,

The mechanism of drowning is complex. There are several types. Dry lung or wet
lung, salt water or fresh, immediate or delayed.

A quarter of all drownings are the dry lung type. The first drops of water to
hit the larynx trigger laryngospasm, the voal cords clamp together and close the
airway, death is by simple asphyxia, lack of oxygen and carbon dioxide retention.
In the wet lung type of drowning when water is inhaled into the lungs, powerful
cough reflexes against the imcompressible water rupture delicate lung tissues,
allowing some water to get into the blood.

Another effect depends on the concentration of salts in the water, Osmosis, the
tendency of fluids to pass through porous partitions and mix or become diffused
through each other, applies to the lung tissues as well. As dilute solutions
always pass across into more concentrated solutions, salt water in the lungs
will pull water out of the less saline blood. The blood volume shrinks and the
lungs get more flooded,

With fresh water the osmosis is reversed, water is taken up by the blood where
it breaks down red cell membranes. Potassium leaking out of the ruined red cells
causes heart rhythm disorders with sudden death,

Delayed drowning is when the victim recovers and goes home, and later turns blue
and dies., What happens is that he drowns in his own body fluids, Irritation of
the lung tissues by water caused an inflammatory reaction, lung capillaries
leaked fluid, white blood cells accummulated, glands made excess mucus and his
bronchial tubes went into spasm, An apparently recovered drowning victim should
not be allowed to go home but should be taken to a hospital for observation.

In drowning, time is precious. Start mouth-to-mouth resucitation right in the
water while towing the victim towards the boat, where cardiac massage can also
begin if the victim's heart stopped beating,

All divers should know what to do in a drowning accident, how to apply mouth-
to-mouth resucitation and how to do cardiac massage.

Britain is responsible for 90% of all radioactive material dumped at sea., Most
of the waste is dumped off the Spanish coast, It contains large amounts of
Plutonium-239 and -240 as well as Americium-241, The isotopes emit long-lasting
alpha radiation, and could be dangerous for as long as 3000 years,

-Q -

HIKNT,

wWhen you go diving 1leave information on where you are going, what time you
expect to return and what to do if you do not contact them by certain time.
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DIVER RESCUE SERVICE IN VICTORIA
The Victorian Division of the National Safety Council of Australia has commenced
a diver—rescue and diver-training service in Morwell in the LaTrobe Valley area
of the State.
A feature of the rescue service is a transportable decompression chamber which
can be flown to any part of Victoria in the NCSA's Bell 212 helicopter and
Beechcraft King Air Twin turbo aircraft.
The Beechcraft can fly for Morwell base to Portland in the western district in
little more than an hour.
Both aircraft give the NSCA the ability to respond guickly to emergency calls
anywhere in the State. The decompression chamber is large enough to carry a
doctor who can provide aid to an injured diver on the return journey.
The NSCA has a larger decompression chamber at Morwell to which the portable
chamber can be attached for transfer without a change in pressure. The facilities
will also be used to provide the most advanced diver training courses in commer;
cial diving in Australia. \
The facilities will be available for use by non-commercial divers, including
Victoria's 10,000 qualified water sports divers.
The emergency service is being conducted in conjunction with the LaTrobe Valley
Ambulance Service, which will take details of emergency calls, and the Bass
Strait Medical Centre at Bairnsdale, The Centre's doctors are specialists in the
field of pressure-related injuries.
Divers from overseas and throughout Australia have shown interest in the diving
course offered by the NSCA. As the only professional diving training centre in
Australia, the Morwell centre will provide intensive practical and theoretical
training for both qualified amateur and professional divers.
As well as a basic course, the centre will offer tuition at more advanced levels
in first aid, bell diving, underwater inspection, and the safe handling of ex-
plosives underwater. Ocean dives will be conducted from Newhaven on Phillip
Island.
The basic air diving course will run full-time for 12 weeks and only divers who
have completed a certified sports divers course will be eligible to apply.
Divers who complete the course will have attained or exceeded a level required
by the Professional Divers' Association of Australia and the Department of In-
dustrial Development and Technology.

Reprinted from the 'Australian Safety News',

Wake up Western Australia, you are way behind ...

2?2727
firs

Which is heavier under water - 10kg of lead or 10kg of concrete?
Answer underneath,

e

it would be a shock to surface and fina the boat gone at the
end of a aive, so make sure the anchor is firm and will not
slip or drag.
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE John Paskulich

The recent spate of diving fatalities has drawn us closer towards legislative
controls of our sport. The way I see it, the general diving community is demon-
strating its inability to look after itself and we deserve what we get.
Assuming that the future holds greater official interference and knowing that
governments always lean in the direction of the biggest noise, you can guess
how much infl uence one small diving club will have in framing legislation, com-
pared to the combined might of the professional operators.
It will be all their way and we will end up dancing to the tune of the shop-
keepers, To counter this possibility and give us a bigger say, we must increase
our membership and start showing that we are a large, progressive organisation
that demands high standards from both its members and the entrepreneurs who
service the sport,
To attract and keep members we have to offer good facilities and cheap, safe

‘ving,

pattered four-man inflatable hardly constitutes good diving facilities. We
sould think seriously about procuring a decent club boat and putting it to work,
wWith it, we would be able to offer both cheaper and more consistent diving., I am
convinced we could beat the $280 they charge for a half-day at Mandurah. Also
consider the number of times a monthly trip has been cancelled and then the fol-
lowing weekend has been perfect., Our own boat would give us a lot more flexi-
bility,
Given that our fixed annual éxpenses are around $4000 it is obvious that a
greater membership will result in lower individual subscriptions and a rise in
income. With more income we could afford to buy safety gear, update ecquipment
and enhance our reputation as a progressive and safe club.
I want to see this a bigger and better club and I expect your support to help
us achieve it. o R

John Paskulich

I am endeavouring to arrange an advanced resucitation course with the Surf Life-

saving Association, It will include ‘the use of oxygen equipment. I hope it can

be arranged for late January or early February to avoid both the Christmas sea-

son and the start of night schools.

The cost will be between $10-$20 for 10-15 hours, spread over a few evenings.

These figures depend on numbers. Please leave your name with me at the December
neral meeting,

SHIPWRECK UNDER THE ICE Tibi

The northernmost shipwreck to be discovered on the seafloor is the British
barque 'Breadalbane', which sunk in 1853 among the ice of Canada's North West
Passage, She lies in 340 feet of icy water with 6ft of surface ice covering. The
wreck has been explored by cutting through the ice and by sending down a manned
submersible,

wWith daylight saving, if you don't know what to do with all that sunshine after
work, ring Steve and go for a dive. Ph. 4014028
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UNDERWATER E¥PLOREPS CLUB OF WA (INC). PO BOX 28, NEDLANDS
OFF .CE BFARERS AND COMM:TTEE OF MANAGEMENT

PATRON- Mr X M, Stokes, 6B Jutland Parade, Dalkeith
HONORARY APPO NTMENTS

AUD TORS- L, Jones, 51 Potts Ave, Melville 330 3711

J. Bele, 097 212775 (work), 097 212828 (home)
COUNSEL- D,S, McMannus, 20 Hicholson R4, Subiaco 381 9999
ARCH'OGY: J, Green, WA Museum
BIOLOG ST: R, Brown, Research Lab, Waterman 447 1366
DOCTOR- Dr N, Haimson, 3/16 Coode St, S. Perth 367 55
-PRESIDENT- John Paskulich, Thornlie, 459 7164
ViCE-PRESXDENT- Steven 0Oddy, Hillarys, 401 4028
. SECRETARY- Martin Smith, Beckenham, 458 2224

TREASURER- Rob Coles

TRALINING- Richard Bone, South Perth, 381 3320
DIVING: Peter Mortimer, Thornlie, 459 8067
COMM.TTEE- 1, Peter Horton, Mt Hawthorn, 444 9126

2, Roger Smith, Maylands, 272 1740

3. Barry Xennedy, Forrestfield, 453 6927

4, Bob Cotton, Victoria Park
MEFMBERSH P SECRETARY:- Elaine Airey, Bedford, 272 6627
BUTLD™NG: Steven 0Oddy
LIBRARY- Bob Cotton
PUBL C RELAT ONS- Kevin Cargeeq, Mt Pleasant, 364 9237
PROPERTY- Peter Horton
SOCIAL- ‘an Cowan, Willagee, 337 3238

Soren Copley, Victoria Park (‘

SAFFTY- Barry Xennedy
TECHNTCAL- Richard Bone
RESEARCH- Tibi Csomay, Scarborough, 341 3001
PAD'0O- R, Wallis, Wembley Downs
MAGAZINE- Tibo Csomay

Paul Mulally






DIVE SRI LANKA

Paul

In 1979 I had my first taste of scuba diving at Hikkadua, which impressed me so
much I planned to return to the island at some time in the future. In May 1981
I was fortunate enough to be able to include Sri Lanka in my trip back to En-
gland. I had wanted to visit Hikkadua again, but as the monsoons were affecting
that part of the island, I was advised to try the north-east area.

On arrival at Trincomalee I started making encuiries about the diving and found
Underwater Safaris, a new dive school and hotel which was still being built,

The staff were very helpful and I booked the boat for the next day.

Getting back to my room I carefully checked out my gear to see if it had sur-
vived the flight. All seemed OK. The accommodation was very basic, but for $5

a day who cares, when it only 100 metres to the beach and the temperature is
35C. For dinner I had grilled baby shark with fresh limes, which was pure magic.
After dinner I met Paul Brady, a Pom on his way to Sydney, who was also into
diving and agreed to join me on the trip next day.

Arriving at the dive station at 8am next day, all was ready. The boys had
carried the bottles to the boat which was all set to go. The weather was clear
with no wind, and it was already about 25C. The first dive site was about one
mile offshore in the north bay area called The Rocks, where we made two dives
with a depth of between 6-12 metres and visibility being 12 metres, There were
plenty of fish around, but as usual they were just out of reach. I also coll-
ected two pieces of red fan coral.

The next day the weather was just as perfect, so we headed for Swami Rock, sit-
uated on the south side of the bay. This proved to be the best dive of the trip.
It was a ruined temple, pushed into the sea from the cliff about 80 metres above.
The large blocks of stone and pillars were clearly visible in a depth of 24
metres, The fish life was prolific, with a couple of very large rays passing
through.

The second dive of the day was a few hundred yards along the north side of The
Rocks, in a slight bay with excellent visibility. There were some beautiful
coral formations, with lots of large formations of fan coral, all in 5-10 metres,
On my last day of diving we went out to Grouper Rocks, about one mile past The
Rocks. Here we saw the most fish life, with lobsters and crabs in abundance, but
as usual they were just that little bit faster than me.

The diving in Sri Lanka is very cheap by our standards, about $25 a day for the
boat, tanks and guide. It's one place I would like to visit again and again. How

about you? (;‘
/ 4
NOMINATIONS

Paul Brooker

Dane Brooker 19 Mackenzie St,

Samson

Distances are very deceptive in clear water, 1t is also difficult to gstimate
the size of objects, Divers frecuently dive much deeper than plannea 1n clear
water due to incorrect estimations, so keep a close watch on your aeapth gauge.

Before you get into the water, be sure you can get out. Divers have actually
stranded themselves in the water when boat daiving. Have a ladder, platform or
even a loop of line to use for exiting,
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A_MEMBER'S COMMENT

Barry Kennedy

I don't like to criticise our club, and I certainly don't want to start mud-
slinging, However, there are some things we need to straighten out, for the sake
of the club's reputation and credibility. Mostly the 'head in the sand' attitude
towards progress within the club.

To suggest we limit our activities and membership to match an inadequate club-
house shows a definite lack of foresight. The charter boat operators' campaign
to wipe out unlicensed boat hire will surely effect us sometime in the future.
To take the attitude "It won't happen to us" is only burying our heads a little
deeper into the sand. Large boat dives, always a top in club activities, have
lately faded away to nothing., The reasons for this are various, but it leaves

a void which needs filling.

At the moment club facilities are lacking. It is an accepted practice for mem—
~»ers to supply their own private boats for club use, While this is helpful for

.ub activities and is gratefully appreciated, it is by no means enough, What

this club needs is its own dive boat, available for use at all times.

Most of the money paid out for charter boat hire could be channelled back into
the club. By charging a reasonable dive fee to members and making the most of
our own boat with regular diving trips we would soon be making an income for

the club and this is something we need. We need to break down the pessimistic
outlook that is prevalent in the club and replace it with a little optimism.

We need to make a positive effort to get behind the club and move it ahead.

With the popularity of sports SCUBA diving increasing tremendously each year,

we have never had a better time to expand and progress. Unless we compete and
make our club more attractive to new members, we may find we have "missed the
boat",

Let's lift that leg out of the grave, and work towards a better and more pro-
gressive future.

FE T R L 2 R R AR T X T L S R S R RS St 2222 a2t st stttk

* *
* *
* ... ALL MEMBERS ... ¥
* *
* *
* SORT OUT ALL YOUR JUNK AND BRING IT TO THE NEXT GENERAL *
+ *

MEETING ... SO WE CAN HAVE A STALL AT THE LOCAL SUNDAY *
* *
* MARKET TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE BOAT FUND ... *
* *
* *
* *
* *
* *
* *
* *
* *
* *
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THE_SEA, THE_SEWER s‘fvi'i,ii*:ly ot g, O R,
All over the world, millions ot tonnes of raw sewage is dlscharged into the sea.
Around the world's beaches people swim among faecal solids bobbing around in the
water. T have seen people bathe among the blood and guts at Robbs Jetty. All this
can be blamed on water engineers, scientists and politicians who claim that the
sea is the most efficient and cheap way to treat sewage and who allow the dis-
charge of raw sewage from short outfall pipes near to shore. What about long sea
outfalls? Is it safe to swim or dive near them? Not really.

Sewage contains one million bacteria from the gut in each spoonful. The theory
that salt water and sunlight will kill 90% of the bacteria in four hours after
it is discharged is not always achieved. The Water Research Centre and Newcastle
University in England have found the four-hour rule greatly over-estimated.
Light is the greatest bacteria killer, but only if it have short wave length
radiation below 350 nanometres - the ultra-violet wave lengths.

We have plenty of that kind of sunlight in summer, but in winter and on overcast
days the ultra-violet rays can be reduced by as much as eight times. This allows
the bacteria longer time to live -~ 12 or more hours. Time enough for it to be
washed back to the beaches.

Even if it is diluted 1000-fold it will be reduced from 1000000000 coliforms to
1000000 coliforms per 100 millilitres of water only. And that is still a lot of
bacteria.

Looks like it will be goodbye Carlisle Castle, Orizaba and the Five Fatbom Bank,

TOOTHPASTE BY-PRODUCT KILLS

Titanium dioxide is used to whiten paint, plastics and toothpaste. The waste
created in its production contains sulphuric acid, iron, cadmium, and mercury.
In West Germany the Kronos Titan titanium dioxide plant discharges the waste
into the Inner German Bight region of the North Sea.

After West Germany, Britain, with three factories discharging into the Humber
and Tees estuaries disposes of more titanium dioxide waste than any other EEC
country. The waste kills lower forms of marine life and lowers fish resistance
to disease.

T wonder which chemical firm produces titanium dioxide in WA, and what happens
to the waste? Does it finish up in the ocean?
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COOKING WITH PAUL

Everyone's favourite is fresh crayfish, and now that we are well into the season
with lots of crays being taken, below is one of my favourite ways of eating them,
It's a very simple way of preparing them, ideal after a dive,

One or more green crayfish per person (depending on the luck you have!)

HERB BUTTER - 400gm butter

1 cup flagon riesling

1 45gm tin of anchovy fillets (mashed to a pulp)

1/3 cup chopped mixed fresh herbs, eg parsley, chervil,

oregano, savory, dill, tarragon, basil, marjoram
OR 20gm dried mixed herbs

1 spring onion, finely chopped

good pich of ground black pepper
lLeave butter to soften for a couple of hours, Put the wine in a small suace-
pan. Bring it to the boil and reduce to about 3 tablespoonfuls, If using
dried herbs, add them to the wine when it is almost reduced, to bring out
the full flavour. Whisk the softened butter until it is white, and add all
ingredients together and mix. Put to one side., Split the crays and remove
the sac. Place on the grill tray and spread liberally with the butter., Grill
until cooked, about 8-10 minutes, basting the flesh every minute, Do not
overcook as it toughens the flesh. Serve straight from the grill accompanied
by a crisp mixed salad and a glass of chardonnay.

Li

BEING A FISH

Roger Smith

why is it, when you go to sea on diving trips
That you think of us as something to eat with chips?
I'm something pretty, but never cute, with scales and slime
But that's the way it is down here, it's certainly no big crime,
1f only I were like a seal with soft fur and big brown eyes,
Then you might love me instead of making me into casseroles and fish pies.
Take my friend, the dolphin, who has his own TV show
) you all say "Lovely" and let him swim on through,

“wden the poor old whale has just won distinction -

It just took the Japs and Ruskies to hunt him to extinction,
A member orxe said we're good food for his cat, which caused a fuss,
But if you think like me, his cat is better for us.

If I see old Roger with his Nikonas in his hand

I like to appear and sport myself - it makes me feel quite grand.
But if I spy those spearo boys of Neddy, Horton and 0Oddy,

I1'11 disappear bloody quick, before I'm just one more dead body,
It's a nice world down here, full of colour, adventure and fun -
So please come and join us, but bring a camera - not a gun,
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THIS STORY FIRST APPEARED IN THE SUNDAY TIMES AND TALKS ABOUT A SPECIAL EXPED~
L TION UNDERTAKEN BY HORIZON TOURS.

EXPEDITION STUDIES_W@&EER

The two charter vessels of Horizon Sea Tours, the 20m Nellie Melba and the 1l4m
Horizon, carried WA Museum and Earthwatch members to the Rowley Shoals, 180
nautical miles west of Broome, to study and excavate a 170-year-old wreck believ-
ed tc be the British whaler, Lively.

The August expedition salvaged four iron cannons and other artefacts. Nellie
Melba was used as an on-site facilities vessel on which members were accommo-
dated and fed with chef-cooked meals, while Horizon was used as the work vessel,
carrying divers between the wreck site at Mermaid Reef and the lagoon in which an
island camp was established.

Some people on board the vessel during the expedition were expedition leader
Graeme Henderson, curator of the museum's marine archaeology: Scott Sledge, Mike
McCarthy and Myra Stanbury of the museum- Hugh Edwards, writer and diver- Dog&f\
Blair, David Totty and Drew Bathgate of Earthwatch- David Dureau, ex-pearl di
from Broome- Denis Robinson, in charge of filming- Garry Gadsby, Horizon Sea
Tours tour manager, and master of the vessel, Mark Walsh.

During leisure periods, the crew of both vessels investigated the fishing and
found the waters to be teeming with spanish mackerel, sail fish and whaoo. Photo-
graphic evidence shows that large potato cod can be fed by hand.

Tour photographers using underwater cameras took movie film of divers playing
with these protected fish,

Pelagic fish abound on the outer reef slope so there is plenty of sea food. The
types of fish visitors are encouraged to catch are cod (other than potato cod),
trevally, dolphin fish, snapper, sweetlip, barracuda, tuna, mackerel, Sail fish,
coral trout, Oueensland groper and Maori wrasse were released if hooked. These
large fearless creatures, which can live up to a great age, are always the first
to disappear on exploited reefs, and spearing or catching any reef fish within
the lagoons is discouraged.

From an ecological point of view, boat bilges are never pumped out in lagoons,
and rubbish is taken out to sea and dumped in deep water. It is not permitted to
construct any permanent structure on land or sand cays at the Shoals as they are
unvegetated and potentially unstable. Birds on the islands are not disturbed

as many are resting on their migration between Australia and Asia,

Bedwell Island is one of only two known breeding places for the red-tailed tropic
bird in WA. The atolls of the Rowley Shoals are seen by Horizon Sea Tours as
being an ideal place to photograph and enjoy the wildlife in what have been d
cribed as the best geolo gical examples of atolls on the continental shelf,

They abound in tropical marine animals, many of which do not occur along the
coast. The atolls and their fauna are still in pristine condition, with spec-
tacular shells on the reef flats. The coral gardens are almost untouched and
large reef fish are still plentiful.

Sadly, situations like this are becoming progressively more difficult to find in
Australia and elsewhere in the world because of progressive exploitation, Horizon
Sea Tours encourages visitors to collect dead specimens of shells only, leaving
living ones in the area where they are found. Experience has shown that large,
spectacular and, at present, common molluscs such as tiger cowries, cones, giant
clams and spider shells, which are slow-growing, soon become depleted from reefs
by collecting living animals. .

Nowhere else along the WA coast can these shells be found in the numbers that
they can be found at the Rowley Shoals.
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SAFETY REPORT

B. Kennedy

Have you ever stood on top of a very high cliff and gingerly ventured to the
edge, to peer down into the depths below? If you have, you will know that feeling
of apprehension that fills you and compells you to move back to safe ground.
Your intelligence tells you you are guite safe, but you certainly don't feel
safe. This feeling is a normal human instinct, passed down through countless
generations, to protect us against dangerous situations.
Tt is very much the same feeling a novice diver has to overcome on his or her
first open-water dive, Add to this the thought of large sharks waiting to eat
them, poisonous sea snakes and other nasties all over the seabed, then you can
understand them being very nervous and afraid.
These feelings, with practice, can all be overcome. It takes time and under-
tanding, but it can be done., Sometimes the situation is made worse by the

rice having to dive with an experienced diver, making them feel inferior and
not in control. The novice has to follow the experienced diver through all sorts
of imagined dangers, not being sure if they are capable yet of doing it, and not
being able to do anything about it if it becomes too much for them.This is poss-
ibly why so many new divers leave the water after their first few dives, never
to return.
Perhaps if they were to understand that they are not along with these feelings,
that almost all new divers have the same fears, that many experienced divers
feel apprehension and from time to time feel nervous and afraid. Perhaps then
they would stick it out and not give up. Being afraid does not mean being a
coward. An intelligent diver will show a lot of caution., A brave and fearless
diver is also usually a halfwit who doesn't appreciate the dangers of the sport.
What I'm trying to say is don't be afraid of being afraid. Don't be embarrassed
about being nervous. Providing you don't allow yourself to panic, you will find
you'll be OK. You are certainly not alone,
One of the benefits of diving with a club, if you are a novice, is safety. You
may not feel safer, but you are diving with experienced, competent divers who
will encourage and coach you, With practice, you can become a confident diver,
and perhaps help others through this difficult period.

el 7

.ice were puzzled over the death of an experienced skindiver who was found in
six metres of water without his mouthpiece in his mouth, The dead man was an
experienced diver and was diving during the weekend with two other divers when
the accident happened,
They were using mouthpieces with airlines connected to a compressor in the boat,
When one of the divers felt an emergency tug on the victim's airline, he follow-
ed the airline down and found the end resting on the sea bottom with the rubber
mouthpiece pulled off, The victim was in a sitting position with his weightbelt
still around his waist and his speargun beside him.
The two divers found an abrasion on the victim's forehead which they could not
explain. There has been speculation that he may have been hit by a shark.
What do you think?
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DTVING UP NORTH Ian Milne

in Western Australia we have some of the best diving in Australia, with locations
like the Dampier Archipelago, Rowley Shoals and the Abrohlos Tslands (though I
must admit to having been to Oueensland to see how good it is over there).

A few months agol had the good fortune to know someone from Port Hedland going
to Dampier with a boat for a weekend. On both days we did a shallow dive in the
morning at about 8-10 metres, with a deep dive down to about 30metres in the
early afternoon at high tide.

The water abounded in fish of many varieties, plentiful corals and quite a few
crayfish, but the best dives were undoubtedly the deep dives, both of which were
off Legendre Island at Cape Legendre.

There is 30 metres of water within 100 metres of the island, 10 metre drop-offs
and abundant fish life. On the Saturday we anchored in about 14 metres, and
going down the anchor line we swam along till we came to a drop-off which went
down to 27 metres. Peering over the edge there was one shark sleeping on the
bottom, with occasional glimpses of white-lipped reef sharks swimming around, |
but never coming very close. After going to the bottom we followed this drop-off
into shore, seeing another shark sleeping on the bottom, more reef sharks swim-
ming round, turtles, and large rays. When we came to the end and had to ascend
there was the spectacle of two manta rays slowly circling around just above our
heads.

On Sunday we dived in a small bay where the bottom was more gradual, dropping
from 3 metres to 25 metres, with more sharks, manta rays, large mackerel, barra-
cuda and many other fish. Unfortunately the bottom had been stirred up overnight
and visibility had been reduced to 7-8 metres from about 10-12 metres,

Other diving excursions have been a weekend trip to the Monte Bellos where the
water was full of turtles (it was the mating season). In this area there is a
species of crayfish called a blue cray, which grows as big as any jumbo I've
ever seen. Again there was a large variety of fish including a few large cod.
This trip was on the Nellie Melba, which had only recently come back from a trip
to the Rowley Shoals and several of the divers on board had been on that trip.
Their descriptions of the clarity of the water and feeding the fish off the
marlin board made it sound like a place definitely to visit,

[IT IS RECOMMENDED TO DO THE DEEP DIVE IN THE MORNING, FOLLOWING IT UP WITH THE
SHALLOWER DIVE IN THE AFTERNOON - J

... The inflatable hasn't been in the water for a long time ...
The Albany dive will be on. Ring Peter Mortimer to book ...
For future club dives, bring $15 along to the next club meeting ...

NOVEL WAY?

We all heard what's-his-name's invention of fixing a mousetrap to a broomstick
to catch crayfish with. The latest I heard was the use of a mop. The spines of
the cray are supposed to get entangled in the strands. All you have to do is
take the cray off the mop (called the Housewife Method), Another method is to
use a long thin stick with a feather tied to it, You gently and carefully slip
the feather between the cray's legs until it reaches its tail, You then tickle
the cray's tail and as it crawls out, you grab it,
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THIS STORY WAS PUBLISHED IN THE SUNDAY TIMES RECENTLY, IN A FEATURE ON WATER
SPORTS AND SAFETY,

SCUBA DIVING HAS UNKNOWN QUANTITY

Scuba diving is a sport which fascinates everyone who's ever seen a Jacques
Cousteau documentary. Those who take it a step further and give it a try, find
themselves involved in a sport which seems to have just the right mix of action,
excitement, and exercise, plus that unknown quantity ... what will you see or
find on the next dive?
The best way - and the safest - of getting involved in scuba diving as a reward-
ing pastime is to join a club, The Underwater Explorers Club of WA was founded
in 1954 in order to promote and participate in diving and allied activities, to
encourage the development of safer diving methods and procedures, and to promote
diving as a sport to the general public.

bon after it was founded, the club started training divers at the old Navy
jetty at Woodman Point, and it claims to be the oldest diver-training organi-
sation in Australia. The club is actively involved in exploring shipwrecks, and
it has been responsible for discovering many historic wrecks off the WA coast.
Some UEC members also belong to the Maritime Archaeological Association of WA
(MAA WA), and are actively involved in underwater excavation and research,
Diver training courses - still based at Woodman Point - are conducted regularly
by the club, for members only. Here the UEC has the advantage over many other
diving schools because nearly all the training is ocean training, so students
develop a greater degree of confidence and higher level of water skills than
those trained in swimming pools.
All students must be medically fit, and no awards are made until they pass
stringent practical and written tests. The training includes snorkel diving,
hookah (surface supply), diving and scuba.
Regular boat diving excursions are made to various locations from Safety Bay to
Ocean Reef and Rottnest, and on long weekends trips are arranged to country
locations like Hamelin Bay and the Abrohlos.
New members are always welcome - these should either go through the club's
training course or satisfy the secretary that they are fit and suitably trained.
They need to show qualifications obtained from a reputable diving school and
demonstrate their ability on a dive before being accepted as members.
While out on dives, spearfishing is not forbidden where the occasional fish is
ipvolved, but wanton destruction and spearfishing 'competitions' are definitely

~scouraged,

“Our last weeks in Townsville were great, we finished up staying on the 'Reef
Seeker'as crew and dogsbodies ... so went the last diving, on Helix Reef, 150ft
visibility. We were the first in and from the surface the sight was a 12ft
bronze whaler 50ft down. Needless to say we went down looking over our shoulders
‘back to back'.., it came back right under Sheilah but just to have a look and
then swam on by, But what a spot, coral mountains with fans 3ft across, Sheilah
got hit with a crown of throns, putting blood everywhere, then a 4ft white tip
reef shark came by, but we scared him off: Her fingers ballooned, but after hot
water and first aid we picked the bits out and she managed to carry on,"
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LA NEWS

CLUB BOAT: A special meeting of 1/2/84 authorised the club
to buy the 32' boat "Bombo" for $8500,

WE NEED YOUR HELP! A substantial sum of money will need to be
borrowed to finance it,and it is now up to us to raise funds
to pay for it,

(— QUIZ NIGHT: Floreat Hotel, Wed, 4th April, 7.30 pm.
Enclosed are 6 tickets(one table) PLEASE SELL THEM. Requests
for extras,or returns, to Martin Smith as soon as possible.

DEBENTURES :Members are invited to purchase $100 debentures in

the club to help finance the boat.Contact Martin Smith for details.

(In effect a debenture is a long term interest free loan to the club.

The committee of management has authorised a discount on boat fees
~——ror debenture holders,)

JUNK SALE: We've gathered a lot of odds and ends for a stall at
the next swap meet. Members are offered first choice,so come along
to the FEBRUARY general meeting with a few dollars in your pocket.

BOAT FEES: When we take possession of our own boat the following
fees will apply.They will be revised at a later date,

Standard fee. $12each

Advanced payment. $10 each (assuming minimum of 5
trips are bought in advance) The normal booking
procedure for trips still apply.

Debenture nolders receive $2 discount.

NOMINATIONSS
J.S.Cream 115 Walcott St Mt Lawley.
B.Spehr 79 Gladstone Rd Rivervale.
A.D.Gatter 75 Stanley RA Scarborouh.
S.F.,Hughes 31 Tamar St Falmyra.
0.C.Peters 4 Bournville St Floreat Pk,
R.Hill 19 Towning St Embleton.
D.Talbot 9/188 North Beach Drive Tuart Hill.,

N. Wlenn 21 Howerd e Salters Point”
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SCHEDULED DIVING TRIPS

MARCH - 16th ... Night dive 6pm
" 17th ... Rottnest 8am
" 18th ... Spearfishing trip 8am
" 24th ,.. Deep dive ~ Rottnest 8am
" 25th ... River dive 10am
" 31lst ... Stragglers 9am

All boat trips will be advertised in the magazine or at general meetings - no
private trips,

DIVE GEAR HIRE

Barry Kennedy

As a diving club, dealing with various dive suppliers, it soon becomes obvious
that some are better than others as far as service and prices is concerned,
After a while we know who to deal with and who to avoid, but during the proce
of learning, we aquite often get our fingers burnt,

This applies especially to student and novice divers who usually don't have the
experience and knowledge to know when they are being taken for a ride. But what
to do about it? Perhaps we should publish some information in our magazine.
However, to mention these rip-off merchants by name could land us in hot water,
with the libel laws as they are. Maybe the answer lies in working from the other
end, We could mention those who we know give a good service and can be trusted
to do the right thing by our less experienced members.

One such person who springs to mind instantly is Peter Henry. Peter has always
given an excellent service in hire equipment, and he is at 22, Keith R4, Ross-
moyne, You can get fills or hire equipment from 7,30am-8pm seven days a week, or
make arrangements for dealing outside these hours by phoning him on 457 3303.
Below is a list of hire prices,

Single tank ... $6 a day

Tank back pack and reg ,.. $8 first day and $6 a day after this

BC ... $3 a day

Fills ... $2.50 each

Accessories such as spearguns are available too.

OUR BOAT ' BOMBO'

Over the past few months, most of the talk in the club has been about buying a
boat, and at last we have., Now we should get in plenty of good diving, Peter
Horton is the OC of the Boat Committee. It has been decided that all boat trips
will be advertised in the magazine or at the general meetings, There will be no
private boat trips, Each boat trip must return $60 to cover costs, so where only
a handful of divers want to go out the cost will be divided between them,

NOTICE OF MOTION

That spouses and children under 14 of ordinary members be regarded as honorary
members to enable them to participate in social events.,
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE John Paskulich

It's finally arrived! At long last we've taken possession of our boat., To make
it pay its way, it will have to work hard so you can look forward to a dive
every weekend. Please give it your wholehearted support and ensure the success
of this venture., Ring Peter Mortimer for dive details.

The Quiz Night is only around the corner and tickets are still outstanding. We
want to make this a successful fund-raising night so get out and sell! Don't
forget it's Wednesday April 4 at the Floreat Hotel,

I have been talking to the Recreation Officer for the Association for the

Blind and they are interested in us running a snorkelling course for blind
students. These are perfectly healthy people whose only handicap is they can't
"ee, I've suggested we can do it probably in April, Any members who want to get
nvolved in a worthwhile project can contact me directly. In particular I want

helpers, but donations, or loan of gear would also be appreciated, Training

will be on Saturday afternoons in Victoria Park (for details ring John),

NOTICE OF MOTION

I move that the following addition be made to the constitution and rules of the
Underwater Explorers Club of WA (Inc). Moved J, Paskulich

Item 11 (i) Boat Committee ;

The Boat Committee shall have an officer in charge who shall be elected at the
Annual General Meeting, and at least four ordinary members whose appointment
by the officer in charge shall be confirmed by the Committee of Management, All
members of the Boat Committee must possess the following qualifications:

1, Have completed the National Safety Council Boat Handling course or an
equivalent as accepted by the Committee of Management,

2, Have either owned or operated small craft for a period of time deemed satis-
factory by the Committee of Management,

3. Have demonstrated the ability to operate the club's boat to an examiner
appointed by the Committee of Management,

The duties and powers of the Boat Committee shall be in respect of:

Sole responsibility for operation, maintenance and repair of the boat, its
swooring and all ancillary eguipment.
2, Provide a skipper with the above-mentioned qualifications for every trip
undertaken by the club's boat,
3. Ensure that all safety standards are maintained,

NOMINATIONS R
CRCSUS
C. Brooker, 19 McKenzie Rd, Samson /7/41 7‘/7 4(
J. Altenuhl, 1A Gosch St, Hamilton Hill Yo 5& 57“7.
T. Weaver, 21 Iveston R4, Lynwood 09,0 0/7~ 6/9
P, Riley, 141 Gilbertson Rd, North Lake /A/,O'?
C. Anders, 1 Carrington St, North Perth Op
Julie Ramsey k@ﬁp



SAFETY REPORT

Barry Kennedy

Once again I would like to discuss dive planning, mainly because of my observ-
ations of some club members on our dives., As we all know, the white and blue
dive flag is supposed to warn other boats of divers in the water. Any boat
approaching a dive flag should stay at least fifty metres clear of the boat
displaying the flag,

However, as most of us have experienced, a lot of boat operators either don't
see, or have no knowledge of what the flag signifies and so they drive past
very close without showing any caution,

Should a diver happen to be surfacing at this point, he would be in extreme
danger of being run down., Which brings me to the point of this report - no diver
should stray far from the safety of the dive boat, unless he has enough air to
return safely underwater,

There are also other dangers, such as strong surface currents, which make it
very difficult to return to the boat on the surface, should your air supply be
too low to return underwater. I have experienced such a situation, {
However, with good dive planning, and the help of aids such as compass and
visual contents gauge, every diver should be able to finigsh his dive back at the
anchor, from where the dive began,

Always dive upstream of your dive boat, when your air supply is approximately
half you should be thinking about making your way back to the boat, If you are
not sure where the boat is, simply surface and locate it and return underwater,
In this way you should never have to swim long distances on the surface, and so
the danger of being run down, or swept away in a current, is reduced.

The Practice of completing a dive on a completely empty tank is particularly
bad, as most problems develop on ascent -~ especially in the last seven or eight
metres, Should an emergency arise and a diver has to return to the bottom for
some reason, he could find himself in trouble with no air., Always allow for an

emergency by leaving a small reserve of air in your tank when you complete your
dive,

L

k. Cargeeg

A startling discovery has been made by a team of reserachers led by Dr R, Woodew
Bellevitt, prominent ichthylogist of Hawaii's International Marine Research in-
stitute, The scientists have conducted a series of laboratory experiments and
underwater triais which have demonstrated that fish are suffering permanent
blindness as a result of exposure to underwater photographers' flashguns,

It seems the internal structure of fishes' eyes is much different to those of
mammals, Whereas mammals have inbuilt mechanisms to protect the delicate rod
and cone structures of the eyes for over-exposure to illumination, fish do not
have this protection - presumably because their marine environment is not
subject to marked changes in illumination, and they are never exposed to direct
sunlight.

The scientists have shown that exposure to flashlights causes immediate and
permanent damage which leads to changeg in the composition of the optical fluid,
and a resultant degeneration of the sensors in the fishes' eyes, This results
in total blindness in seven to 10 days.
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LADY ROCK, SCOTLAND

Peter Mortimer

This is the first of a series of articles I have been asked to write, on my
diving experiences over the past 13 years,

Lady Rock is a small island with a remote light beacon in Mull Sound, Mull is an
island off the west coast of Scotland, five meals due west of the town of Oban,
I arranged three club diving holidays in this area several years ago, a beauti-
ful place, with numerous rocky islands, clear deep water, the temperature of
which was about 45deg F, Lady Rock is very small, maybe only one or two acres
above the water, with a much larger area below the water, with a drop-off to
600ft. Because of the deep water, the vigibility is very good, 60 to 80 ft. It
has quite strong currents running around the islands, so we found that the best
way to dive Lady Rock was to drop the diving party in on one side and let the
dive boat follow them with the current - the current was normall too strong to
swim against in this area ~ we would then pick up the dive party, motor back to
other side, and drop the second party.
Wiien you enter the water, the first thing that draws one‘'s attention is the
thick kelp bed 15 to 20ft below., You dive through the fronds, pushing them apart,
to find that the sea bed is still another 10ft below, This area consgists of the
very large strips maybe two or three inches thick, and five or six feet long,
very much like a miniature forest of tall, straight trees, The water is very
clear here, and the current is considerably reduced by the kelp bed,
This is where large crayfish are to be found, very similar in appearance to the
rock lobsters here, but weighing between 1%-6kilos., There are also large numbers
of dog fish (small sharks) and huge aggregations of brittle stars, The sea bed
in this area consists of rocks and boulders, and patches of white sand. The
crayfish, out of interest, are to be found in small caves, and although slower
and larger, are not easy to catch until you have had some practice. As you go
deeper, the kelp comes to a sudden end at about 50 to 60ft, You look out from
the edge of the kelp forest, and stretching before you is a vast area of pink and
white plumose anemones, many more than a foot in height., As you leave the kelp
bed, you are once again taken by the current, and drift out over the anemones,
keeping as close to the sea bed as possible, to slow down the drift., At about
60ft the anemones peter out, and a few scallps are to be found, The fall in the
sea bed up to now has been up to 10 to 15 degrees, but now we come to a vertical
drop-off, dropping below you as far as you can see.We move slowly along the
edge for a minute or two, drawn by the drop-off. I now signal the end of the
¢*1e, and head for the surface., We keep very close together at this point as it
. not advisable to get separated in these currents,
The dive has lasted approximately 30 minutes, we are all pretty cold, and the
time seems to have gone very quickly - but all good dives are like that,

COMMITTEE CHANGES

Peter Mortimer has stepped down from Officer in charge of diving, and Martin
Smith will be taking over.

Paul Brooker is now the secretary.

Margaret Langston is in charge of Social. Please give Margaret your full support
for coming social events. Her phone number is 457 7244,

UEC NEWS MARCH 1984 Page 7



____________________________ Peter Leach

Have you ever had one of those days when you wished you had stayed in bed? Well
I did, and my diving buddy (or should it be buddess, seeing as how my buddy was
a bird) and I had an absolute corker a few weeks ago.

We decided to dive at Florida, south of Mandurah, and getting an early start we
arrived at the beach hopeful of having a good day. I must admit that when we
arrived things looked good, the sea was calm, the weather was good ... what could
go wrong? In a word - everything.

Getting changed, my buddy said: "Can you turn me on? It's too stiff for me." (?)
"Sure", I said, but when I turned her air on her regulator was continually
leaking, Well, that was a minor problem and easily solved by washing the regulato:
in the sea,

"Why are you going red in the face and uttering such profanities in front of a
lady?" she said. "Because I can't turn myself on either, mine's so stiff it's
unreal." I eventually turned my air on with the help of a small pipewrench (no
diver should be without one) and we proceeded to enter the water,

I'm just washing out my mask when I heard this "Eek!" Cough, cough, splutter,
splutter, "Oh heck". "What's wrong with you then?" "I fell down and lost my
flippers."I managed to find one, but after snorkelling up and down for half an
hour looking for the other without any success, she said "Never mind, I"ve got
another pair in the car." (Seems like she was expecting to lose them, doesn't
it?) Just before she went back to the car she said, "Is there any sign of ny
mask and snorkel? I dropped them too!" Cor blimey, give me strength, I think,

if I don't watch her she'll throw everything away.

"Look, you'd better take my car into Mandurah and buy a new mask and snorkel, and
while you're away I'll keep looking for all your lost gear. By the way, try not
to lose my car, won't you?"

After half an hour my buddy returned with her new mask and snorkel. So off we go
ajain. Gear on, air on, etc, etc, into the water we go ... well, almost. Just
before we got to the water I noticed that the glass retaining band on my mask
had disappeared:

Half-expecting my mask to collapse we started the dive, which wasn't too bad,
The depth was only 20ft so my mask stayed together. That is, it stayed together
until I surfaced at the end of the dive, when there was a plop! and bingo, I've
got no glass, Wonderful!

On the way back I unloaded my speargun by firing it into the water - I didn't
fancy shooting anyone on the beach, did I? When we got to the beach I took my
flippers off and started to wade ashore when I heard this "Eek'" Cough, cough
splutter, splutter, "Oh, heck!" "What's wrong with you then?" "I fell down anin
lost one of my flippers." Heard this before, folks? Sure you have, only this time
I was the one who fell over, not her!

That must be it, you're all thinking, there can't be anything else, can there?
Oh yes there can,

At the car I'm packing everything away everything that's left, when I noticed
something that will delight all those people who are paranoid ahout spearfishing
- my spear was missing! Obviously it had fallen off after I fired it on th

swim back to shore, '

At the end of it all I've got to buy a new pair of flippers otherwise I'll end
up swimming in circles (any one-legged divers out there want to do a deal?), I
need a new mask and a new spear for my gun, after all nobody wants a speargun
that fires blanks, do they - except Roger Smith, that is!
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When asked about the long-term effects, Dr Bellevitt explained the fish were
unable to avoid their natural predators and, if they were fortunate, would be
quickly killed and eaten. The alternative was a lingering death by starvation,
"It seems," said Dr Bellevitt, "That for years we have been unfairly blaming
spearfishermen for the destruction of fish populations, whereas far more damage
is being done by underwater photographers,"

VISITING ALBANY

Barry Kennedy

The people I met in Albany were so trusting and friendly, it reminded me of the
way things used to be in Perth some 20 or so years ago - almost like turning
back the clock. The peaceful beauty of this little south coastal town and the
fantastic diving to be had there, make a visit to this town weil worth the
effort, The breathtaking views of the coastline there are totally unlike our own
sandy beaches., The huge black granite rock rises almost vertical from the water

nd towers overhead.

€ natural harbour is vast and deep, with the coastline running in and out of
several large bays and inlets, with a couple of islands rising black and majestic
from the clear blue water,
There are places to dive in the lee of these massive granite outcrops, regardless
of wind direction or force. We placed ourselves in the hands of two brothers,
Les and Kim from the local dive shop. Two of nature's gentlemen, these guys went
out of their way to ensure that our dives were both exciting and satisfying, and
at $10 per diver also were very economical, (One dive trip lasted eight hours
and covered over forty miles and included some heavy line fishing, bait and
lines supplied, and we got to keep the fish - not bad for $10!)
The highlight of the trip, though, was the diving, the crystal clear water
(visibility over 30 metres), I dived three times, each time over 20 metres, and
each time I could see the bottom clearly from the top. Diving on the Cheynes II
was an adventure in itself, and enough of a reason to go to Albany,
What interested me most was the marine life, the number and size of fish, Huge
blue groper swimming casually only a few feet from us, large shoals of brilliant-
ly coloured fish hovering overhead and milling behind us, all without any appar-
ent fear. The memory of these things will stay with me for a long time to come.
There were a couple of points regarding safety, of which I will write at a later
date, Apart from them, I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to Albany.

Everyone talks abouththe glamorous dive spots like the Abrohlos Islands, Rowley
Shoals, etc, but we shouldn't forget that the south-west of our State has a lot
to offer,

Below is a list of businesses able to supply the necessities for a successful

trip in this region. It is advisable to ring before turning up, as business hour
hours, etc, vary.

BUNBURY: South-West Diving Centre,
Hennessy Rd 097 218322
Fills, tank hire and service
BUSSELTON: Ray's Sports Shop,
Queen St 097 522096
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DUNSBOROUGH: Has a small sports shop selling some dive gear, May be good
for advice on local sites but NO FILLS available,
MARGARET RIVER. Margaret River Hire Service, 097 572306
Tank fills
AUGUSTA- Augusta Hardware, 097 581770
Tank fills
ALBANY. South Coast Divers,
Stead R4, 098 415068
Full diving service, including boat trips
ESPERANCE- 1, Esperance Sports Store, (Bob and Marg Haymes)
090 712365 or after hours 090 712039
Fills and service, Excursions by arrangement
2. Boat trips to Woody Tsland
Don McKenzie, 090 711772

This list may not be complete, If you come across additional shops or organis-
ations that offer dive services in the region, let me know and wa'll put out a{
update at some later time,

PROPOSED SYLLABUS - UEC 'A' CLASS DIVER

Notes- Minimum age - 18 years
Pre-requisites - to hold UEC initial certificate or equivalent approved
by Training Committee - to be medically fit
All tests, dives, etc, to be correctly logged in candidate's personal
log book and endorsed by a member of the Training Committee
The majority of requirements are practical in nature and can be completed
as part of normal club activities
There is no time limit on completing these requirements
Advanced diver qualifications from approved dive schools will be
accepted as part-qualification to this award

Diving: Complete a minimum of 30 logged dives, including - three zero visibility
dives; two night dives; two dives greater than 30 metres where candidate
has demonstrated mask clearing and regulator removal skills; two dives
in less than six hours that required calculation of, and adherence to,
repetitive dive schedules,

Endurance- Be able to swim for three hours continuously dressed in basic
equipment.

Life-saving. Complete a recognised diver lifé-saving course such as the RLSSAB
Complete advanced resuscitation course that includes oxygen equip-
ment, eg SLSA Advanced Resuscitation Certificate

Boat Handling: Complete a boat handling course approved by the Training Committee

OR have operated a power boat in excess of four metres in length

and 18kW power in 10 UEC dives and satisfy Training Committee of proficiency
Produce a technical note on the use of marine radio (minimum of
400 words)

Page 4 UEC NEWS MARCH 1984

Recovery and Navigation. Complete 200 metres underwater compass swim and surface

within five metres of target

Organise a search for three small objects in an area

of 500 square metres

Raise a sunken object to the surface by an approved

method

Produce a technical note (with diagrams) on one of the

following - Underwater search techniques
Salvage methods for small objects (eg, out-
board motor)
Excavation equipment (eg, airlift, water
dredge)

Supervision: Complete at least four boat trips as Assistant Dive Officer, and

have - directed skipper to desired location and supervised
anchoring
Put out flags, buoys, etc, as required
assigned dive teams
logged divers in and out and supervised calculations
acted as safety diver on at least one dive per trip
used marine radio as required

MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO COMMENT

(EX) -UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHERS

Don't miss this opportunity to get rid of that unwanted photographic equipment,
Rolleis, Sunpak strobes, Nikonos 15mil lenses, etc, etc, will be taken off your
hands for a fraction of their cost, Contact Dr R, Woodhew Bellevit, International
Marine Research Ingtitute, Hawaii,

hhhhkhhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhhhhkdhhhhhhhkhkhhkhkkhhkhhrkrRAEAA R AR I A bd ARkt hdhkdbhtdddhbAAddk A ddd
*

FOR SALE .., FOR SALE ,.. FOR SALE

* % % %

Complete underwater photography outfit
Nikonos III camera 35mm and 25mm lens,
Oceanic 2003 rechargeable strobe, Sekonic
lightmeter, 3-1 and 1l-1 extension tubes,
plus more ,,. Cost nearly $1500, will sell

for $900 ONO, Call ROGER SMITH, 272 1740

* ok % k% X % % %k ok ¥ X % F * ¥

* ¥ o ¥ ¥ F ¥ F * ¥

khkdhhdkhkhhhhdhdhhkhkhbhdthkdhkkdtrhrhhbhdhkhhkbhbhdhhdhdhdhhhhdhbdhhhbhkdrhkhdhhdhhiddr

UEC NEWS MARCH 1984 Page 5



AlRiL ¥4

8]

We OF W.A. N

U.E.C. NEWS

UNDERWATER  EXFLORES

\er -
6009 ‘SANVTIQ3IN
82 x08 04
‘WM 40 BN SHI¥OTIXI  HILVMYIANN
YSIINTS
9S/9 30091504 g 3LvLS
T w
B .UHW!JJI!I
" om.mm.lnrhlr“ I#90 H 8 M oN  uonoINaGnd
) oHosusny  usdisam ¢ g—robers) DRSO
L Yisng : i "
pog 0isod | |  _fsod TS AP QIFYUSIIFY
LSS iy ("ONI'V'M 40 B8N0 SH3¥0TdX3 H¥3ILVMNIANN)

SM3N 03N




S

RN RLADKTRY, WA AT

{ =, o e
=) e ‘ e oy AT
N 4 e e rer® e £
¢ - . = * =
N AR | | i
|
i
AENAR
W3 .
LY. LY
. w»
Q Lt & .
ali " ] ¥
| = y =

£ i e

i -
T
{ 1 -

o o) =F

. 3 - $

iy S
==}
~{
~—

g
o'l

sk
w..r.....% a3 . o

: H by

S LA Il

Iy 2

ot ~35

]
i
r}
-
!
¥
ety
&
¥ —a

< .,__. |.fw 3 ok
. .p.. s "
NITRUHOEE e ot b
o % ) s
e o -
rb __. 4
i 8

A
P o

1 g ;




GOOD NEWS

The annual clubbing to death
of the harp seal pups on the
Canadian ice floes has been
abandonned this year because
markets dried up. All the old
dears will have to put up with
imitation fur from now on,

The UEC as an organisation
should back some worthwhile !
conservation project as well,
like the auokkas on Rottnest
or the North Mole wreck (unless we make noises now it might be blown to smith-

ereens one day to make room for the yachts trying to win back that coffee pot).

DIVING REPORT Martin Smith

The one problem with diving at present is that not enough people turn up on the

club dives. On the 18th spearfishing dive, we tried Parker Point but did not
get any fish,

on the 23rd, a nightdive, we couldn't get out of.*he harbour because of the
rough conditions, so we dived at Blackwall Reach, Only five divers turned up.
On the 24th Rottnest deep dive, with only four divers on the boat, we went to
the north of Rottnest and dived about 70ft deep,

The trip at Easter to Dongara has been cancelled due to lack of support, How-
ever, Martin is planning to use the club boat extensively over this period, so
keep in touch with him,

CALENDAR - MAY (from page 2)

May 5th Boat maintenance 0900
May 6th Small boats 0800
May 7th Committee meeting 2000
May 13th Training dive 0900
May 19th Cheese and Wine Night 1930

FISHING NEWS

The North Mole has been producing some fine tailor over the past week, A work-

mate arrived bleary-eyed to tell stories of catching six fish over a kilo each,

plus a banjo shark, After his last safari to the grain silo in Rockingham for
snapper I was very disbelieving of his stories (we all know anglers), but for
once there is some truth in this. So go for them while they are about.

UEC NEWS APRIL 1984 Page 8

John Paskulich

By the time this magazine is delivered the Quiz Night will have long gone, I
hope I'll be able to report to the April meeting that it was a resounding
success. )

At the moment the UEC seems to rolling along quite happily. The new dive
calendar is certainly a full one with the boat working every weekend, It's
still early days but I feel the boat will prove to be a valuable asset to

the club.

Two topics have stirred my interest recently. The first is the apparent public
attitude to divers, I quote the recent court case where a proven assault by

a crayfisherman against two divers was discharged without penalty, and also
recent accusations that fisheries inspectors in power boats were disregarding

_ dive flags in their attempts to catch out wrong-doers.I haven't even considered

he idiots who don't even know what a dive flag is,
makes me wonder if an open season hasn't been declared on the diving
population, If you see any behaviour that endangers divers, don't hesitate
to report it, Make sure you take numbers and clear descriptions, If it is a
club dive, we will register the complaint for you.

The other topic is more pleasant, We have around 15 active junior members at
the moment and I want to know if it is feasible to re-open our junior section,
where special dives and social occasions are arranged to suit a teenager's
budget and situation, These thoughts have arisen due to two facts, One was
the Ouiz Night, where all the juniors were virtually banned because it con-
travened licensing laws for them to enter an hotel,The other is that doctors,
conducting diving medicals, are starting to place conditions on how and where
juniors can dive, such as a depth limitation of 20 metres, This may preclude
them for many club dives,

These people will be the backbone of the club in the next few years, so it

is our responsgibility to do the right thing now.

If you have any ideas, raise them at the next General Meeting,

SNIPPET John Paskulich

Judy Gillespie dropped a line to me the other day. She's done a bit of diving

' NSW and hopes to do more. Sends her regards to all, particularly those on
+ last Abrolhos trip.

NOMINATIONS
ERss=mme Boat diving is great diving, for 1 allows
yau to reech clearer water and less-

Stuart Lowth 37 Rocket Way, Bullcreek Mmm m:c’ apecial
Robert King 3 York St, Forrestfield puunmp-ﬂuuwml when diving in
Phillip Leonard 269 Stock R4, Palmyra mmu;cmhmkwwbdm'
Bruce Seerle 18 Meribup Court, Hillman WWMW"’::M aquipment
Keith Kitchen and boat diving -

Kevin Colley
Jeff Bowman
Julie Rumsey
Barry Tyson

Safety awareness minimises accidents
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HERMIT CRAB G, Murphy

The hermit crab takes its house along wherever it goes. Other types of crabs
have been provided by nature with bodies covered with a hard shell like suits
of armour, but the hermit crab's body is soft and thin-skinned, Shelter ig
found in empty seashells, It spends its life living from one discarded shell
to another,

Hermit crabs have five pairs of legs, the first pair are large claws but

the fifth pair are small, they are the legs which hang on to the empty shell
by gripping the ingide tightly.

After moulting, the hermit crab hunts for a larger shell to accommodate its
new size, When it finds one which suits its needs it pulls itself out of the
old one and backs into the new one, tail first.

Like most crustaceans, hermit crabs will eat almost anything, Their normal
diet consists of dead fish or molluscs.

The hermit crab is extremely strong and can carry its home for long distancef”
The hermit crab comes in all colours from red to yellow but you find blue

and purple as well,

The eyes are probably the most interesting detail of a hermit crab, Projected
away from its body and perched on thin moveable stalks they allow it to see
in all directions,The eyes are just as colourful as the body. They can be
blue, green or even white,

Hermit crabs come in all sizes. The tiny red pygmy hermit crab can be as small
as a pea, others are as big as an orange,

Next time you go on a dive pick up an empty shell and you might find a hemrmit
crab inside, . .

WORLD WAR II

The military application of diving had first been exploited by the Italians.

In September 1941 a Royal Navy tanker that had been tied up securely in
Gibraltar harbour suddenly blew up and turned into a useless hulk,

That was the result of five years' work by two Italian naval architects.

Their first blueprint for a human torpedo was drawn in 1935, The Italians

soon formed a group to operate it, The human torpedo was 22ft long and 2lins

in diameter.

It was driven by two batteries and two propellors, Two drivers sat on it wear-
ing oxygen sets. The crew approached their target at three knots with their
heads above the water, and then dived under the enemy ship, They placed the
5001b detachable warhead against the keel, set the time and then escaped, using
the remainder of the craft.

The peak of Italian success came with the crippling of the Britigh battleships
Queen Elizabeth and Valiant, -in Alexandria harbour, Six men in three tiny craft
crippled two of the most powerful ships in the world.

P P
CALENDAR j,\;‘.f»f,:f&
Pl
April 16 General meeting 2000hours ¢§¢dﬁ§%§ﬁ;’
April 20 Easter - Dongara é@#{?‘oéb
April 28 Night dive 1800hours ePPo w f
April 29 Spearfishing trip 0800hours "f'::f #‘*
\)
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THE SOCIAL PAGE

Margaret Langson

Hi everyone,

As many of you probably know there is a new social committee, Being an organiser
of social events is not always an easy task, and we would love to hear from
you to find out what you would like in the way of social activities, and what
you have disliked about previous events. We need your support to make any
activity successful, and as most of the planned social events are on the cal-
endar, there is no excuse for not attending,
Many thanks to all members who assisted with prizes and the organisation of
the quiz night, Thanks also to members who managed to sell tickets, The quiz
night was a great success, and we look forward to another good night in May
for the 'Cheese and Wine Night', We have arranged for the Wine and Brandy
*oducers Association of WA to come along to the club rooms on the 19th of
..ay at 7.30pm. A comprehensive range of appetiser wines, white and red table
wines, dessert wines, etc, will be available, An Advisory Officer will be
present to give a short talk on wines and discuss the wines of the evening,
and literature on same will be available, at no cost, We have managed to keep
the price down to $6 for singles and $10 for couples, this includes admission,
wines and cheeses, Tickets are available from the social committee or on the
night. Don't leave it too late as tickets are limited, and the event is guar-
anteed to be very interesting and enjoyable,
The presentation night is coming up on June 29th, The presentation night is
when students get presented with their club certificates and diving cards. So
all new students please keep the night free,
To give your ideas on social activities, or to book for the Cheese and Wine
Night, please telephone Margaret Langson on 458 4336 (work) or 451 7244 (a/h)
or Richard Bone on 381 3320 (a/h).

» A
TWO DIVERS DIED IN TWO HOURS BECAUSE OF POWERBOATS ‘\b‘\

To add weight to the two previous stories of powerboats and divers, here is
what happened in Sydney last year, Both accidents happened in Port Hacking,
south of Sydney, within two hours of each other,

Geoffrey Watson, 35, died of masgive abdominal injuries when he was hit by a
Swerboat, His diving partner, David Crabtree, said that they started diving
a4t 8am and they had been in the water about 10 minutes when he heard a power-
boat pass overhead. He surfaced, but could not find his buddy, Seconds later
there was a thud and he heard Watson call for help. He was dead by the time they

got him to shore,
The second death was caused by a big powerboat passing overhead as two divers
were surfacing, One diver who was low on air panicked and accidentally spat
out his regulator., The other diver tried to buddy-breath with him but he
continued to panic, nealry drowning her as well, The body was recovered from
30 metres of water,

S
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SAFETY REPORT

Barry Kennedy

Recently, off Rottnest, our dive boat was visited by a fisheries inspector,
while our divers were underwater,

Oour Safety Diver on board drew the inspector's attention to the fact we were
flying the diving flag, which was simply ignored.

This ie not an isolated case, I have heard reports from other divers of the
same thing happening to them.

The use of power boats to board diving boats, which are displaying the inter-
national dive flag and have divers in the water, is a practice we hope the
inspectors will cease before someone is seriously injured or killed.

The regulations regarding vessels displaying the flag are quite clear, All
other vessels must stay at least 50 metres clear, until the dive flag is
lowered.

Fifty metres is a small safety margin at the best of times, Scuba divers -
must face many potential dangers underwater, without having this small safety (
zone deliberately broken by over-zealous fisheries inspectors. We cannot
tolerate this breach of safety standards.

[ must make it clear that it is not our wish to hinder the inspectors, or make
their job harder to perform.

The safety of our divers is foremost in our minds. Our club trains and gqualifies
new divers, we cuite often have a high number of novice divers on some of our
boat dives,

We have a responsibility to the members to ensure their diving is as safe as

we can possibly make it,

which means protesting very strongly at any practice which will jeopardise our
standards of safety, From some recent newspaper reports it would almost seem
that it's open season on divers.

The general disregard of divers' safety cannot go unchallenged, It's about time
for our voice to be heard,

Be a safety conscious ocean |_
trained diver

Ripple-soled booties, small size, Phone Ro, 383 2776

LEFT_AT_BASE (
A red fibreglass-handled hammer was left at Base after Base Maintenance Day a

couple of years ago, If you have taken this hammer into protective custody,
now is the time to return it to the Editor who needs it,

ONE OF THE SECRETS ...

... of successful diving is to be able to relax, always Keeping energy in re-
serve for a possible emergency. Over-exertion can lead to a build-up of carbon
dioxide and breathlessness. By carefully adjusting weights and buoyancy com-~
pensator a diver can become virtually weightless, a very pleasant sensation,
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HCNTS FOR STAYING WARM D.G.

Do you freeze on every dive? Do you think cold is something you just have to
put up with in order to dive? It need not be that way,

Cold slowly robs the diver of capability underwater, You should be familiar
with the effects of the cold - it strips away feeling ans strength in your
hands, brings on cramps and fatigue, increases air consumption, and brings on
frequent urination, Next come the more serious effects of cold, like loss of
ability to recall information, loss of zoncentration, increases chance of stress,
the chance of bends, plus loss of muscle control. It is called hypothermia -
loss of body heat.

Cold is the greatest deterrent to underwater efficiency, so if you dive warm
you will dive more efficiently,

How warm you are when diving starts long before you enter the water, Have you
been ill? Or had one too many the night before? What did you eat and when?

(-“\ve a good meal a couple of hours before diving; the protein will supply energy

adually over a long period. To provide gquick energy, eat simple sugars before
and between dives,
Heat should be preserved, so going to the dive site wear a jacket and stay out
of the wind.
The next step is to provide yourself with the right type of underwater pro-
tection to conserve heat. Remember several thin layers are warmer than one
thick layer of wetsuit, A thin vest (1/8th of an inch), a farmer john (3/16th
of an inch) and a jacket (3/16th of an inch) are warmer than a %in pants and
jacket,
One-piece suits help to conserve heat as well. But say you have a wetsuit al-
ready, what can be done to retain body heat?
There are modifications you can do to your wetsuit, like an additional spine
pad which will reduce water circulation, or the fitting of backing strips
behind zips, and you can put cuffs on your wrists and ankles,
One important item is a hood, your head being the most efficient heat-radiating
part of your body. Cover it up and you retain a lot of heat.
Insulate your hands and feet as well by wearing neoprene booties and gloves.
Wetsuits work on the principle of a thin layer of water being warmed between
it and your body: prevent water exchange inside your suit by moving through
the water slowly and smoothly.
Avoid deep diving where the pressure compresses your suit and so reduces in-
sulation, And if you still get cold, do not exercise to get warm - you only
(: trease circulation to the extremities where heat loss is the greatest, so get

¢ and call it a day.

DIVING UNDER SIMULATED HIGH ALTITUDE

Tests using a module to simulate the effects of atmospheric pressure on divers
in 30 to 50 metres of water on a plateau 5000 metres above sea level were done
recently at the Navy General Hospital in Beijing, China, Scientists, technicians
and medical workers checked divers' brainsg, hearts, lungs, circulation and other
physiological functions while under the medium and heavy pressure conditions

and serious lack of oxygen equal to that of a dive on a high plateau, The tests
were conducted to find out whether the health of divers working on hydroelectric
power projects at very high altitudes would be adversely affected,
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IT ISN'T TOO LATE

Every year at the presentation night - which is on the 29th of June - trophies
are awarded to members of the club who have achieved something outstanding
during the year, Older members of course know about it and should be working
hard at it., New members are advised that it is not too late to be in the running.
Last year's Writer of the Year won with a story which appeared in the June
magazine - so get to it and try to win a trophy.

The following trophies can be won:-

The Dennis and Barbara Parker Trophy - for conservation-related endeavour

The Bob Wallis Trophy - for the best club-person of the year

The Lyn Jones Trophy - for the best female diver

The Ken Kennedy Trophy - for the most improved female diver

The Dave Kenny Trophy - for the writer of the year

The Dolphin Trophy - for personal diving prowess

The Dolphin of the Year Trophy - for the best junior diver

The Kerry Stokes Trophy - for the best photographs

The Mike Pollard Memorial Trophy - for research

THE PREGNANT DIVER John Paskulich

The information for this article was obtained from a Skindiver in Australia
magazine of August 1980. Members may have read of more recent data, If so,
please write in and let us know.

It is estimated that in the USA there are about 700,000 women divers of child-
bearing age, It would be reasonable to assume that we could have up to 40,000
in Australia. If any of these deep dive while pregnant, they may be placing
the baby at risk,

In one US sample of 24 women who dived to over 30 metres while pregnant, three
produced babies with birth defects, This is a ratio six times greater than the
community at large,

The lack of details of the number of dives, and the types of defects, as well
as the smallness of the sample, mean that no firm conclusions can be made at
this stage,

Even so the findings are significant and give rise to several points., The
foetus is most vulnerable in its first three months., For example, the use of
certain drugs, or infections during this time, will often result in deformed
babies., 't has been suggested that the high partial pressure of oxygen in a
deep dive will affect the baby in a similar way. It is important to note that
women will already be several weeks' pregnant before it is confirmed, and so
they are not able to plan their diving to suit,

Another theory suggests that because the foetus obtains its food and eliminates
its waste 'second-hand' through its mother, it will also lag behind in its
ability to decompress, It may actually suffer decompression sickness on a 'safe!
dive, The consequences defy thinking about,

It is advised that women who are pregnant or trying to become that way should
limit their depth and shorten their no-stop time by a minimum of five minutes,
to reduce any risk,
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KILL_WLTH_SOUND N.S.
Whales and dolphins are known to locate they prey with sonar, but can they
use intense bursts of sound to immobilise or even kill their prey?
There is mounting evidence which points to the prey-stunning theory being
true, For instance, how does a 30-40 tonne sperm whale - at least 10,000 times
heavier than its average prey - catch tiny fish like the 4cm long lantern

fish? Or how do whales catch squid - one of the fastest-moving marine creatures?
Accelerating its huge body to anywhere near the speed needed to catch a squid -
about 55km an hour - would not be worth the energy. But if whales used sound,
that would explain it, and the variety of their diet - 50 species of fish and
31 species of cephalopod.
The anatomy within the massive forehead of the whale - which accounts for more
than 30% of the entire body length, could build up sufficient pressure to

focus a high density pneumatically-actuated sound beam which could reach

55dB (230dB is enough to kill fish),

DID YOU KNOW
———————————— LY P vl

(PSS

... That there is a high degree of co-operation among dolphins who avoid
spraying each other with sound - when a dolphin using sonar passes close to

another dolphin it shuts off its gear until the other animal passes by,

... That there used to be a coastal steamer named Bombo, It sank 72 miles
south of Sydney near the town of Kiana (famous for its blowhole), and now
there is a small community called Bombo not far from where the ship sunk.

... That vomiting is very dangerous to divers. New divers should be told what
to do if they have to vomit underwater, It should be part of a diving course,
Aspiration is the cause of 40% of scuba deaths, If you feel like vomiting
underwater, you should take the regulator out, for vomiting into the regulator
and then breathing it back may be the cause of aspiration.

...That most waves are caused as the wind gusts across the water, it creates
ripples against which the wind can then push and form waves, Wind waves can
travel thousands of miles before becoming surf on a distant shore.

MELTING_GLACLERS.RALSE_SEA_LEYEL N. s.

The melting of the non-polar glaciers around the world may be contributing
significantly to the gradual increase in the sea level, which has risen 10-15
cms over the past 100 vears.

M,F, Meyer, chief glaciologist at the US Geological Survey Project office in
Tacoma, Washington, calculated that 18.500km3 of water from melting glaciers
has flowed into the seas in this period, This would account for half the rise in
the sea level, The other half is the result of thermal expansion - the gradual
warming of the oceans, He said that the rise in the sea level since 1880 has
had only a slight impact on the land, but this could change if levels of
carbon dioxide increase in the atmosphere and lead to global warming up - the
greenhouse effect,
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below to about 75 metres on to sand. All around, there were huge round boulders
up to 10 metres across. There were three large barracuda swimming in front of
us, and I felt our guide would have preferred sharks, We found out later that
he felt barracuda were far more dangerous to divers than sharks.

We were not able to stay for more than a few minutes at this depth, and we
started a slow ascent and decompression, back to the lake. This dive is not to
be missed if anyone has the good fortune to visit Malta.

THiS ARTICLE, HEADED “WRECK REWARD 'IS NOT ENOUGH'®, APPEARED IN THE
AUSTRALIAN, APRIL 27

The Federal Government's interim reward of $1200 to three men who discovered
one of WA's most significant shipwrecks, the Cumberland, could discourage oth A
underwater explorers from reporting discoveries, according to a divers' assoc
iation. Mr Kevin Cargeeg, of the Underwater Explorers Club of WA (Inc), warned
that some divers would find it more attractive to keep millions of dollars
worth of relics and bullion rather than report it and receive such a small
reward,

"A $1200 interim reward split among three people doesn't seem to be in line
with the historical significance of the wreck," he said, "In the main, rewards
are just not generous enough. The feeling of club members is that divers are
more likely to report their discoveries if there was a bigger incentive,"

The reward was made under the Commonwealth Historic Shipwreck Act introduced
after the late underwater explorer Mr Alan Robinson successfully fought a State
challenge to his claim over the treasure ship Gilt Dragon,

The three men were given the $1200 cheque yesterday and two other divers re-
ceived a $400 cheque for their less significant discovery of the Lubra wreck
off the northern coast of the State. Rewards are generally based on the wreck's
historical value. Cumberland is considered significant because it sank off

Cape Leeuwin 324km south of Perth in 1830, a year after the colony settled,
"What many divers are concerned about is that the wreck they find may have
millions of dollars worth of bullion on it," Mr Cargeeg said, "Museums don't
consider most bullion to be of historic value because they already have so much
of it, but even so they still refuse to hand it over to the divers. This puts
the diver into a Catch-22 situation,"

Legislation covering shipwrecks was in stark contrast to British law which
treated discoveries as salvage. "The British Government pays quite a lot of
money as compensation for a salvage," Mr Cargeeg said, "But it's mad to consig -
our rewards as any sort of compensation or incentive," f&

““Got your money’s worth out A

of that fll dudn’t you?” == . .
of that fil didnt you “I wish you wouldn’t ahvays wear that scuba “Have sawfish ever been seen in these parts?
gear, Captain. it makes the crew nervous.”
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE John Paskulich

By the time this magazine goes to print I'1l be taking a well-earned holiday
in the South-West, but don't worry - Steve Oddy will have the reins fimmly in
hand while I'm away.

At the April meeting I neglected to report on the progress of our snorkelling
course for blind students. At the time of writing we have completed two pool
sessions and are very pleased with the results so far. An ocean dive is planned
for April 28th.

The performance of these students is astonishing. Admittedly most are excellent
swimmers to start with, but with the odd exception they have already exceeded
the snorkelling standards required of a scuba diver, and have also mastered
some basic scuba skills as well, t is a worthwhile project and we all are
thoroughly enjoying ourselves. If you want to get involved in a future course,

(:_\ t me know,

Mike McCarthy of the Museum put an interesting proposition to me recently.

He is custodian of the research notes of the late Mike Pollard and would dearly
like to see them published. His other attempts to get financial assistance

to do so have failed and as a last resort he suggested we apply for a Lotteries
Grant to publish them., £ successful, we would need some interested people

with spare time to put it together, It's a big job but a worthy one, so give

it some thought and come forward if you're interested.

DIVING Martin

The 'Wreck dive' on April 8th went ahead as per the calendar, There was a good
response from members as 12 divers fronted up at East St jetty. The weather
was perfect, with light easterly winds blowing as we headed for Five Fathom
Bank.

With perfect visibility I anchored on the edge of the Bank, (I was skipper.)
Jewfish were seen and a few crays were reported. The visibility was perfect.
Julie had only one tank which she wanted to save for the 'Sepia' so the two
of us went for a snorkel., We up-anchored at about 10.30 and headed for the

' Sepia'. Peter Horton's markings were pretty spot-on and after picking up the
wreck on the sounder we dropped the anchor. It was a little dirty in the water
and visibility was about 30ft.

Everyone found the wreck despite the conditions. I went back to a favourite

(_ vot of mine where a passage goes right inside the wreck. Julie Rumsey gamely

.ollowed, I proceeded to show her the rest of the wreck as she had not dived
on the site before,

We also found big cement barrels stored 3-4ft high underneath the deck. We both
had a good dive and from the reports the rest of the divers did too. Then into
Carnac for a spot of socialising. The dive scheduled for the following week was
full on Tuesday and a few people missed out, so get in early.

The weather on the following Sunday was nothing short of perfect. Richard Bone
was the dive officer and had no hestitation in heading for Cathedral Rock.

One hour and forty minutes later we arrived to find a strong swell breaking
over the rocks, so we anchored inside Eagle Bay, The caves were quite
spectacular. I found it amazing the way the sunlight penetrated small holes
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in the roof of the caves and streamed down to the bottom. My buddy (Julie) was
also fascinated. There was also an abundance of fish life and crayfish, Everyone
had a good dive and it was a spot we will definitely return to. For our second
dive we rounded West End and headed for South Point and a quite good second
dive, again a first for the UEC.

on reaching the area we picked a spot no deeper than 45ft and was fairly rugged
according to the sounder. Well, to my surprise we found some brilliant'caves.
By now Julie was quite convinced of the fact that a torch was a necessity.

To my surprise she again followad, the visibility was perfect with an abundance
of fish, crayfish and a small Port Jackson shark, which I nearly swam on top of.
Stuart and John saw sore jewies., All in all it was a mint dive and a spot where
the 'Bombo' will take us again. By now it was a bit late so as soon as Richard
and Margaret returned we made tracks. At this time it was almost 3pm with only
light winds - a perfect day and, thanks to Margaret and her bingo tickets, the
trip back was not boring.We didn't even get wet. Eat your heart out Peter {'
Mortimer. By now you might have been led to believe that I and everyone else”
had a good time. Well, you're not wrong. It's a long time since I've had such

a good day out on the water. I must add that the ' Bombo' handled the load very
well, 16 divers all with two tanks.

Well, keep your eye on the calendar and give me a call. It's getting to the
time of year when the weather is not so good for diving. So during the winter
months there will be advanced training for divers interested in improving their
diving prowess. For example, compass work, boat handling, resuscitation, zero
visibility, etc. .

Looking ahead to the Foundation Day weekend, I will book a couple of chalets

at Rottnest and the boat will be there for the weekend. Give me a call,

DIVE CALENDAR

MAY ... 13th Training Dive 0800
19th wine and Cheese Night 2000 {(Clubhouse)
20th Rottnest 0800
21st General Meeting 2000
27th River Dive 1000

JUNE ... 2,3,4 Foundation Day long weekend

6th Committee Meeting 2000
9th Boat Maintenance 0900
1oth Wreck Dive 0800
17th Small Boats 0800
18th General Meeting 2000
NOMiNATI C_)§§
John Ogden
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9. When asked for information, steadfastly refuse to give it,

10. Avoid attending general meetings, But if you must, say nothing, Accept every-
thing, and leave before voting starts., It's the perfect way to accuse the comm-
ittee of 'dictatorship! and the club in general of being undemocratic.

11, When all else fails, curse the secretary, president or leader, preferably

in their absence,

I hope all the members had a great Easter break, Although the weather was a bit
patchy, there were some good dive sites to visgit, One such site was Canal Rocks
near Yallingup. For the newer members of the club who have not dived there, it
is well worth a visit, The caravan park is well protected from the wind, with
plenty of shade trees for the summer months,

A small boat is handy to reach the good sites, although shore diving would be

3ﬁnjoyable. One only needs to venture about one kilometre offshore to reach depths

30 metres and more. This country features giant canyons rising up on each
S'lde of you as you swim along the bottom, marvelling at the plant and fish life
present., Tanks can be refilled at Yallingup, and with this site only being three
hours from Perth, a dive here is a must. Visibility is 20 metres or more.

INLAND SEA, GOZO

Peter Mortimer

This is a short description of pne of the dives I did in the Mediterranean Sea
six years ago., Gozo is an island north of Malta, We joined a group of divers
from the dive shop in Valetta, from where we had hired our bottles for the trip
to Gozo. The group consisted of two Americans, one of the owners of the shop,
and three of us from our club in the UK, A mini-bus took us from Valetta to the
ferry on the north coast of Malta, and we then had to carry all our heavy gear
on to the crowded ferry. The trip did not take long, and we passed a lovely
small fishing island called Comino which lies in the sound between Malta and
Gozo. On our arrival in Gozo, we took another mini-bus to the dive site.
The islands of Malta and Gozo have a similar climate and, in some respects,
scenery, to WA, being dry and rocky. The mini-bus did not have air conditioning
so it was very hot and sticky on the trip. When we arrived at what the locals
called 'The Inland Sea', we were confronted by a large bowl-shaped valley, very
bare and rocky, with a shallow lake at the north end. Because of the shape of
the valley, and the light-coloured rock, it was very much like standing in a
large solar oven, At the far end of the lake, a small cave goes through the
cliff face about 10Ometres to the open sea. The lake is an ideal harbour for the

1l fishing boats.

nding shade to put on diving gear in the high temperatures was not easy. We
then made a rush to the water to cool off, The start of the dive entailed snor-
kelling across the lake, paying a great deal of attention to the fishing boats,
On reaching the cave mouth, which was just large enough for the boats to go
through, and only a few feet deep, the dive started and the bottom dropped away
quite quickly, and we were soon quite safe from the boats. The water visibility
was so good that the mouth at the sea end could be seen, They call it 'The Azure
Window!',
Although the dive started in about two metres, the cave drops to about 45 metres
at the sea end, The visibility being so good, what appeared to be a small grouper
at the cave end turned out to be about 6ft long when we got closer, I an glad
to say it disappeared in one of the side caves before we reached it. When we
reached the mouth of the cave, there was a wonderful view as the cliff dropped
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A NIGHT DLVE AT BASE Paul M.

As we returned to East St jetty on April 24th, after a couple of exgellent

dives at Rottnest, there was some talk about a night dive, as there was one

planned on the calendar. A quick check round the club members on the boat

and it was decided to meet at Base the following Friday at 6pm.

The weather was perfect on the night, and when John Paskulich and myself

arrived, Julie and Stuart were already there, with wetsuits on and raring to

go as it was their first night dive. A couple of minutes later Gary and Soren

arrived. My only fear was of being caught up by anglers, but as luck had it

there were only a couple on the jetty who left when we arrived (who didn't have

a shower?),

We paired off and leapt in, Julie and myself being last. Sinking down into th

murky depths, we waited for a few minutes for the silt to settle. Looking roul

we experienced a totally different feeling from day diving. There were heaps

of fish darting about (apart from the ones asleep), and lots of cobbler and

flathead to be wary of. Then, only 15 minutes into the dive, the globe in my

torch blew! So back to the jetty ... fortunately Stuart bought a torch the

same as mine only the day before, so we had to wait until he and John got back

so I could use his spare globe.

With the new globe in my torch, Julie and I followed John and Stuart to the

drop-off where, to my surprise, it was crawling with prawns, most of them a

good size. I spent 10 minutes trying to catch some by hand but no luck. We

then made our way back to the rocks where we saw plenty of large cobbler. We

were starting to feel the cold so made our way back to the jetty, passing a &
tiny leatherjacket feeding on a piece of coral.

Everyone had a good dive, and we are looking forward to the next night dive.
I would like to dive on the artificial reef at Rockingham on a weeknight. if
anyone would like to join me, just ring me on 390 8267.

Q<

SECRETARY'S MESSAGE

Paul Brooker

Here is an interesting article I have read. it's called 'Eleven Ways to Kill
Your Club'. Of course it doesn't apply to our club ... or does it?

1. Don't attend meetings, but if you do, come late.

2. T1f you do attend a meeting, find fault with the work of the officers and other
members.

3. since it is easier to criticise than work, avoid accepting office. Neverth(;>
less, get sore if you failed to gat appointed on a committee. If you are tho .
remember not to attend meetings!

4. If the chairman asks your opinion on some important matter, remain mute.

5. After the meeting, have a good grouch and tell everyone how things ought to
be dnne.

6. Do an absolute minimum of work, but when others willingly put their shoulders
to the wheel, complain that the club is run by a clique,

7. Search constantly for weak areas, and when you find them, resign. n fact,

try to resign at every opportunity, and persuade your friends to do the same.

8. At meetings, agree with everything. Outside them, be loud-mouthed in your
disagreement,
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" A DAY AT ROTTO WITH 'BOMBO'"

It is early morning. I am with 14 others on the deck
of "Bombo'. The sea is flat and greyish blue. The
air is cool and crisp. There is a slight breeze,

— P P e

overhead, heavy dark clouds are silently piling up 0

into billowing pyramids. We are moving through a belt -

of water slightly South of Rottnest. 1In the days of ° 2

wind-driven sailing ships mariners feared these waters, "J’

today divers fear 'Fisheries Inspectors', and Soren 7

(T~v washing the sea gull's S--- off the cabin roof. }{
i

What is it about the sea,
depths, that has always lured man on to
secrets? I think of the great voyagers of the past -
Vasco Da Gama, Francis Drake, Magellan, Chichester,
Captain Cook and the great voyagers of the future -
John Sanders, Barry Kennedy, Dave Kenny, Martin Smith.

stare into it's
explore it's

I wonder as I

It is the underwater world we now explore. A submarine
emerges by the side of the boat - NO WAIT - it's only

a diver landing on top of another diver and the tank
exploding! The other divers going down to great depths
for a firsthand look at the oceans habitants and a
photographer from the U.E.C. News. (He'll win that
photographic trophy yet!)

It is in the oceans, I believe, rather than the skies,
that we will finally learn how earth and life formed.

And the sea, which gave birth to us all, will shelter

us once again. Looking down at the water I see someone's
regurgitated breakfast floating past - and come back to
reality.

The spray from the ocean begins to fall on deck, people
clamber into the cabin to quench their thirst - playing
cards for stubbies and diet coke and seeing who has the
best joke. "LAND AHOY", someone shouts, the boat lights
up as the colour returns to more than one face, eyes
brighten at the thought of the Sunday session and Brian's
(\# farewell party!

Soon we are tying up at East Street Jetty - after another
Exhilarating, Exciting - Excellent Day.

WINE AND CHEESE NTGHT

Don't forget the wine tasting at the clubrooms on May 19th. Tickets can be
bought at the door for $10 a couple.
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SAFETY REPORT Barry Kennedy

On a recent dive trip two of our divers were involved in an accident, 2 minor
accident as it turned out. By some miracle neither suffered any physical hamm,
although I do believe there was a brown stain in the water around the two
divers. Here's what happened.

We were preparing for a dive on the 'City of York' wreck. The first diver
rolled over the side of the boat into the water, the second diver does some
last fquick ckecks on his gear. Someone yells "You're OK", and over the side
he went. Directly on top of the first diver! With a metallic clang both divers
disappeared in a seething mass of fizzing white bubbles. As they surface there
is a sound similar to a Boeing 707 taking off along the side of the boat.

One regulator was knocked down the pillar valve and high pressure air was
blasting out right behind the diver's head, causing him some concern.

Amid the shouting, pointing and arm-waving the offending valve was quickly
turned off. Silence! The two divers came back on board and a gquick check
reveals no physical damage. Things began to settle down, and everyone carried
on preparing for their dive.

The dive was very pleasant, and as the divers surface, they all come up right
at the boat, unusual as it may seem. Nobody surfaced the normal 400 metres
behind the boat, not even Martin, Everyone was happy and chatting, the little
accident all but forgotten, Let's just stop here and look back at what
happened.

A valuable lesson in safety is being wasted here, if we don't make use of it
and learn from it. It has just happened once, it could happen again, possibly
with more severe consequences .., if we let it.

At this point I must state the obvious. When you enter the water from the boat,
move clear of the boat and go either to the anchor rope or the stern rope and
wait for your buddy. When you are about to enter the water from the boat, for
Christ's .,sake look before you leap.

Having said that, I find there is a sa2cond safety risk which has come to light
here. Namely, the rapid release of extremely high pressure gas, from a small
opening directly behind and facing the back of a diver's neck. (Perhaps our
technical man could clarify this point for us?)

On inspecting some cylinders I have found that the outlet hole on some is
drilled at an indirect angle which could al low the gas to escape in a spray
rather than a direct jet. However some pillar valves do have a direct angle
hole. I shudder to think what this could do to the back of a diver's neck
should the regulator be knocked out of place or broken off, one way or another,
why is it that we wear our tanks with the outlat facing us rather than away
from us? Is there a reason for this? Or could we perhaps turn them around 18(
deg and eliminate this risk.

Let's keep safety foremost,

TANX_MAINTENANCE

1. Always wash tank in fresh water after a dive.

2. Do not use oil, only silicone, as oil could cause an explosion.
3, Store upright, with a little pressure, out of sunlight.

4, Ensure dry air fills,

5. Never empty or fill tanks rapidly.

6. Hydro-test every 12 months.
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HOW PREPARED ARE YOU? Richard (Training/Technica;)

Over the past few months I have noticed that there are many dives lost through
faulty gear. The problems that usually occur include broken O-rings, faulty
hoses, broken straps and, in general, gear that is poorly maintained.

Before you think that maintenance is only for rich men, consider the boat trip
to Rottnest where you spent $4 on petrol, $6 on tank fills and $12 on the boat,
and then find when you got there the diaphragm in the second stage of your
regulator has a large hole in it and you cannot dive. This problem would not
occur if gear was checked before the dive and the regulator was sent off for
its annual service on time,

Many problems recently appear to be caused by faulty gear that has been hired,
tanks in particular. Just over the past few weeks a couple of people have lost

half a dive because of faulty hire gear. The best way to overcome that is to

Sheck it before you leave the shop. It only takes a couple of minutes and may
Jave a life,

NAME_CHANGE

At the last meeting, it was decided to change the name of the club boat, as it
was felt that 'Bombo’ did not go with the image of diving, Here are a few
names which have been suggested, Add yours at the next General Meeting, on May
21st,

Explorer 1 Ocean Explorer
Dive Master Reef Explorer
Rotto Express ! The Searcher
Just Dive i Sea Searcher
The Red Devil Red Explorer
REPEAT DIVE PROCEDURE Paul M.

on the past couple of boat trips there has been some confusion over the bottom
times for the second dives, The first thing that comes to mind is that we ALL
should learn the dive table by heart, as nothing can be worked out properly
without knowing the bottom time limits. It is much safer to keep to less than
10 metres on the second dive, but if this depth is to be exceeded, this is the
way to work out a maximum depth and time, Take the maximum depth of the first
dive and bottom time, eg 18 metres for 20 minsg, The maximum time at 18 metres
is 60 mins, so a second dive to 18 metres for 30 minutes could take place in
‘heory, but it is wise not to push the tables, so 25 mins would be wiser, Also,
4y 'bottom' time, it should also include the time on descent and ascent,

Using the same formula, if the first dive was 27m for 15 mins, then the second
dive could be up to a maximum of 27m for 15 mins, Remember, it is always best to
avoid decompression dives, Here are a couple of qpestions to test your skills:

1, What is the maximum depth for a 30 min no-decompression dive, after a dive to
24 m for 21 mins?

2, On dive I the depth is 40m for 10 mins

On dive II the depth is 30m for 20 mins, How long should the diver decompress
for?
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Who said on a rainy windy Sunday you can't go diving.

PROJECT STICKYBEAK DR. D. WALKER
Sevan keen members turned up at Woodmans Point for a dive. What would a diver do
without good old reliable Woody Point. While the re?t T o llke.pea e A cautionary tale taken from the Project Stickybeak Non -~ Fatal Incident file.
being stirred by a giant spoon, South of Woodman Point was dead calm ( at first ).
Gt o -t Raie T mégic R untllf e ?antés be?ori :hiejzd‘nzii and The dive was made by two divers who had trained together 18 months previously
of a sudden a 100 k.p.h. wind WIPPed j-hegocea 1ntoba ien?;eé ;lsa Zom ass- and continued regular diving as buddies. Two non divers were left in the boat.
John were still out there, but finally reached the beach aide &4 N . The water was calm with slight current, the depth 14 metres, the visibility
. k h £ £ . 5-8m, and the sea bottom flat and sandy. There was no formal dive plan but
I lost a 61b weight and a new f}n. 4 e searghcdche ?ea? R ; le ™ they practiced good buddy nearness at all times. The victim carried a catch bag
e e beache§ B e frogt B u?' A el Sp?i:lw 2 eth and speargun, his buddy a speargun. The buddy was aware that there was a spent
said Steve Oddy ! , lets see if we can save.lt. et - thrashgd Saent w} i € CO 2 cylinder in his buoyancy vest but corrosion had prevented its removal.
beach we grabbed a thick tow rope from the jeep and wFapped it around its body. A pleasant, trouble free dive was fully anticipated.
Two hours later after much blood, sweat and tears ( literally ) we managed to pull
5t back| to dee e g Lomihel raceé stréighF SRERSE seé A WShodts o goy agd Approximately 35 minutes into the dive the buddy motioned to the victim that
subilation,” then tollourmshockeandgdisbeliet +t (Rl s afouné and charge bbed he was having difficulty in breathing fom his regulator. They were close
straight back onto the beach. Our Carla was in tears, you can't give up she sobbe together and able immediately to commence buddy breathing using the victim's
as she tugged and pulled at its head. We turned and walked away soaked and exhausted, ] single regulator. However, after a couple of excuanges of the regulator,
there was nothing more we could do. ( the buddy handed it back and left the bottom, bolting for the surface.
5 i . E . The victim immediately followed, catching him at about 3m depth, having
When we reached home it was 6pm , I rang 9ur.fr1en§ from the.Flsherles Dept. Mr. Earnie ascended about 10m. Both divers had been negatively to meutrally buoyant
Little who in turn arranged for a truck lifting slings and lee men to go to the scene. at the bottom. The victim remembers that the ascent was controlled and if =
They arrived at 8pm but the Whale had disappeared. Well we tried our best and as -thing, slightly arduous.
Steve 0ddy remarked, " us spearo's can't all be bad ". .
Together again at three metres, the victim again attempted to establish buddy
breathing, but after a few more breaths the buddy headed for the surface
® again. The victim followed and believes that he made this 3m. or so
LOST . METAL BAND OFF BACKPACK. PETER HORTON 444 9126 ascent without the regulator in his mouth, and that he held his breath because
g the surface appeared to be just above him.
HOOD, BLUE AND BLACK. JOHN PASKULICH 459 7164

Both divers hit the surface at almost the same time and fortunately
the boat had spotted them and was underway towards them. The victim inflated

his buoyancy vest and supported his buddy, but neither diver was unduly upset
as the water was calm and the boat near.

SAFETY REPORT BARRY KENNEDY

How do you keep people interested in reading a safety report each month ?

Few pecrle like to be told, with regular monotony, how to conduct themselves. The victim, who Was gnow h°1dln9 two spearguns apd a‘catch bag, now notlcéd

Each month the same things over and over " Swim up stream blah! blah! . tpat he had no feellngs.ln and‘cogld not Qove gls right arm and leg. He informed
Good buddy contact blah! blah! " his buddy, who than assisted him in removing his gear and helped him to the stern
Most must become tired of this after some time. And yet this is a very important of the boat: From here he was ?auled rather uncomfgrtably face down over the stern
part of our sport. The safety of sports divers depends a lot on their ladder an§ inboard by the tw? 1? the boat.By the time the ban reached §hore,
understanding of correct procedures. Each time a new group Qualifies and they 10 - 15 minutes later, the victim found he was able to walk without assistance

need some guidance, where do they turn ? to a private car. which took him to hospital. He told his story at the Casualty
r <

{ ( Department and underwent a full physical examination. He was not in .any great

Hopefully, the magazine should provide one avenue where knowledge can be gained. discomfort and felt that the symptoms were diminishing.

If not, why bother to have a safety report ?

Examination included ECG, chest x-ray and neurological check of reflexes. He
was told that he had " a bubble in the neck " and " a shadow where air had

What I would like to see is a little input from the members.Especially from expanded from the lungs". He was placed.in the rgcovery ward and adv%sed

the more senior divers in the club, whose knowledge and experience could and that he would Pe a}lowed home next mornlng..As Flme progressed, feeling began
should be shared with the newer members. Have you noticed a hazardous situation ? t? return to his limbs, though he was ﬁxperlenc1ng.an unusual need to empty

Have you witnessed any unsafe behaviour either by club members or others outside his bladder. Neo treatment other than bedrest was given.

of the club ? Do you have something to say regarding safety, or the presentation X

of this report ? I would appreciate any advice, opinion or suggestion. Should Next manlng ( day two ) he attempted.to get out of ?ed and found he could not
anyone feel the need to offer, I would be glad to discuss anything regarding move his legs, t‘)ey lacked co-ordination. He was subjedted to

safety. If I can encourage members to participate in being safety consious, fu%ther neurological and x - ray tests. He could not hold his legs up when

then I would feel this report is worthwhile. In the meantime I risk boring lying down, cold felt hot and sharp felt blunt.

you all with the same old stuff. I would also like to suggest that everybody . i K . 1B ]

be a " safety Watcher " aand watch for things that you consider to be unsafe. He remained in hospital and over the next few days his condition slowly improved.
Should you see anything that bothers you don't fail to report it. You may He o n?t offered any trgatment, drugs or physiotherapy during his

save someone's life, and as they say " It may be your own. " hospitalization. He was discharged on day six with advice to take a week off work.
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Uno

This he was unable to do as he had work commitments. His condition, he was told,
was due to shock. He saw a hospital document which gave the diagnosis as
"Pneumo - mediastinum".

Four weeks after the incident, he felt that he was only just recovering his
normal walking ability and was still surfering sensitive legs and feet and
uncontrolled twitching of the legs.

The following points arise from this tale;

1. The initial problem was inadequate air flow, there still remaining 8000 kpa
in the tank. It was suggested that this was the result of a faulty J-valve
and/or the tank valve had been inadequately turned on.

2. The correct response to this situation was either an immediate ascent -

( he was having difficulty but was not out of air )} - or had the victim had an
octopus regulator there would have been a trouble-free ascent.

Buddy Breathing ascents are notoriously full of potential for disaster and
should only be attempted by those few divers who are highly trained in it
with each other. Break-away is common when difficulties are encountered.

In this case it was the donor who suffered pulmonary barotrauma.

3. Starting a dive with non-functioning equipment ( the vest ) introduces an
unnecessary risk factor.

4. The value of the buoyancy vest, the nearby buddy and an alert surface
cover are illustrated.

5. Neither diver accepted the significance of the symptoms.

DIVERS MUST BE ALERT TO ASSOCIATE POST-DIVE SYMPTOMS AS DIVE RELATED, THAT

" DIVING MEDICINE PROBLEMS" DO EXIST AND ARE NOT THE INVENTION OF WRITERS OF
DIVING BOOKS.

6. The Neurologist and others were not divers and were seemingly unaware of
the relevance of the diving element of the story presented by the victim.

SELF PRESERVATION REQUIRES THAT THE DIVER IS ABLE TO COMMUNICATE THE BASICS OF

DIVING MEDICINE.

Management would have been different had the problem been made known to a
Diving Medicine Specialist.

7. This was a case of Pulmonary Barotrauma with mediastinal and neck surgical
emphysema and clinical evidence of air embolism.

u

BELIVE IT OR NOT.

There are some incredible things you can read in old diving magazines like:

...Diveshops are cutting the price of a 72 fill to 50 cents.

...A company now offers free air for life with every tank sold and the tank
is guaranteed for life to the original purchaser

... Diver health checks: average cost of a full checkup involving essential
tests is only ¢ 1.50

...Wetsuits could not be regarded as essential equipment but were to be
considered optional extra.

...Do not shampoo your hair while wearing your wetsuit.

SOCIAL RICHARD

The Wine and Cheese Night on the 19th May was a great success. The club made a $200
profit ad everyone had a really great time. It is good to see that we can get the
support for the social functions. Many thanks to all that contributed.

The next function is the Presentation Night on the 29th June. This year there will
be no charge so we would appreciate it if as many people as possible could bring a
plate ( of food, if you're not an aussie ). If you can help please contact me so that
we can arrange a variety of foods.

We have organized a night at Monopoles Restaurant. For just $20.00 a head you get a
four course meal, sherry, white wine, red wine, port and coffee, then afer 10pm
there is music. We have organized the night for Saturday 21st July. If you are
interested please contact me on 448 4557 (home) or 420 9355 ( work ), we need
numbers soon. This will be an excellent night out, we have had great reviews from
several members that have already been.

A NIGHT WITH NEVILLE COLEMAN. RICHARD

Neville Coleman, as you may know, is a well renown Australian underwater naturalist.
He has devoted his life to discovering and accurately recording every Australian
marine animal. So far he has produced many excellent books and magazines aimed at
teaching through entertainment.

As mentioned at the May Meeting Neville Colman gave a presentation described as
" A NIGHT WITH NEVILLE COLEMAN " on Friday 1lst June. A couple of the keener U. E. C.
members attended the evening and found it most enjoyable. Neville concentrated on the

" fears " and " dangerous " associated with the ocean, illustrating that there is a
definite difference.

He explained that most of the things that people are scared of in the water are only
fears imposed upon us by society today. Neville's close up ( less than 3ft ) photos
of a 14ft. tiger shark proved that hese animals are not as dangerous as they are
made out to be. When onto the " dangerous " animals Neville explained how to look
out for the animals that can be harmful and he showed how some of the more common
sea creatures should be avoided and certainly not eaten.

Being a man of over 10,000 dives he knows what he is talking about and so all those
that went not only enjoyed themselves but also learnt something. /

P

FOR SALE

WATERPROOF CAMERA.

Would'nt you love to preserve the beauty of the underwater landscape on film for
your loved ones to share? Now your dreams can come true. For only $140.00

( retail $180.00 ) you can buy a Minolta waterproof camera, unwanted gift still
in new box. If interested contact Richard on 448 4557. Offers welcome.

Training

There will be a meeting for all those interested
programme on Wednesday 13th June at the clubrooms
All students that have
send
possible,

in the advanced diver
at 8p.m.

Notice

I have moved (hopefully the last one for a while)to: 24 Kilcairn Rd
Greenwood

Ph, 448 4557

If you have any TRAINING, TECHNICAL, SOCIAL or personal enquiries please

contact me.

Jjust completed the SCUBA dive award are required
to me two passport photos of themselves please do this ag so0n :g
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WHAT MAKES THE CLUB_MAG.

This is how things go.

Aall at once it's "Bingo"

If you'll excuse the pun.

Margarett - with the social fun.
Even the talkative Peter M.

Has swaped his Tongue for a pen.

And writes of diving that he's done
Which all adds to the fun.

Kevin tells of blinded fish.

And photographers, the curse of this
Now want to sell their gear.

So the fish won't live in fear
Stories we get from Peter Leach

Of losing his gear on the beach

And goint o seca with " Skipper " Martin
All help to keep us laughing

And Paul Brooker says

That there are eleven ways

BARRY KENNEDY.

For us all to be nurds

So take heed of his words

And ‘our Roger Smith

Has turned into a fish

Or at least it would seem.

From his bit in the Magazine

And John Paskulich

Has helped to enrich

The very good Quality

In the magazine we see

Martin, too has his bit to say
He tells us of the way

We should enjoy the diving fun
And go on boating trips, everyone
And then Tibi and Paul

Put it together for us all (’
A Quality Magazine

About the diving scene.

On learning to dive with the UEC

AgceENt NG TOO '(’4"‘/“7 -

PECOpFRES 10 N SICKAESS

THE. OTHER IATARD  FRCM

READ 1T ‘
NEXT MONTH: BY LINDA Yooue

In the past five months I've often csked nycelf

why I took it into my head to learn to dive. I still
don't hrve an entirely coherent answer,
e bank of experiences in vivid memory, &nd some of them

keep me coming back.

tul I 4o have

OB (OTON 8.

WRECK DIVING.

Wreck diving ranges from a pile of overgrown rubble in shallow clear and

warm water to large intact vessels with mazes of passageways and holds in

deep, dark and cold depths.

Investigating the quiet wrecks in the waters around Rottnest is vastly different
from diving on the remains of ships in strong currents.

A diver familiar with the techniques for diving the wrecks in one area is

not qualified to dive the wrecks in another. Just as in regular diving where
an orientation to any new enviroment or aspect of the sport is needed,
experienced wreck divers should be oriented to the hazards and procedures of
diving on wrecks in any new area.

Under @xactly the same conditions, a wreck diving e@xperience can be beautiful
and exiting, or it can be dangerous and harrowing. By being trained, oriented
to the wreck and the area, properly equipped, and preaired with thorough
planning, your wreck dives can be enjoyed in safety.

What do you know about wreck diving?

Did you know that the mouthpiece should not be removed when entering an air pocket
inside a wreck because oxidation may have depleted the available oxygen.?

Or that wreckage, cargo or structures could collapse inside a wreck from
your exhaust bubbles?

Or that you should use a penetration line as a safety line when entering
a wreck?

Or that you should have two underwater lights, one is a back up light in
case the primary light fails?

CORRECTION " WRECK REWARD IS NOT ENOUGH"

K. R. Cargeeg

In the May U.E.C. Magazine an article which appeared in the"Australian" of
April 27th was reprinted. The article emanated from a telephone conservation
between myseld and a journalist from the " Australian " , and is a good
example of the pitfalls inherant in dealing with some journalist.

In the interview I took considerable pains to point out that there were many diverse
opinions about the adequacy or otherwise of rewards, and that many divers were
keen to investigate wrecks for their historical value alone.

This was not reflected in the article. Neither was it reported that two of the
recipients of the reward had been contacted and were apparently quite satisfied
with the amount paid . The comments which appeared in quotation marks and are
attributed to me, are either quoted out of context, or are direct misquotations.

It is unfortunate that one must be so wary in dealing with the press. All too
frequently such biased and one-sided articles are written by journalists who
are determined to report controversy.

A fortunate sequel on this occasion was that I have since been contacted by
two radio journalists and have had the opportunity of correcting the report
on thesr radio programmes.
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WARNING ABOQUT SYNTHETIC ROPES. A.S.N.

The Department of Transport has drawn the attention to Marine Notice 22/1980,
which stresses the importance of a proper understanding of the properties
of and the need for correct handling of synthetic ropes.

A number of fatal and serious accidents have occurred as a result of mooring
operations over recent years.

In a recent incident a crew member sustained severe injuries to his legs, one
of which was subsequently amputated.

Marine Notice 22/180 stated that:
Synthetic ropes have high elasticity, which decreases with age and wear.

The energy stored in this type of rope when under tension is released instant-
~aneously with removal of load.

Often there is no visual Or audible warning when a synthetic rope approches
breaking point.

Persons in charge of our dive boat the "UNDERWATER EXPLORER" and divers assisting
in mooring and pulling up obstinate anchors are reminded that they must

take account of the characteristics and limitations of the equipment, in

order to prevent undue strain on synthetic ropes.

PAINT KILLS SHELLFISH N.S.

According to scientists at the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
antifouling paints are causing the death and deformity of shellfish in the
waters around Britain.

Antifouling paints on the hulls of  achts slowly release toxins into the water
that inhibit marine growth.

Modern paints contain tin based compounds such as Tributy Tin (TBT).

Levels as low as 0.1 milligrammes in one litre water can be deadly to many
kinds of marine life.

Just imagine what all those America Cup boats with their fresh coats of TBT
will do for the Rottnest marine ecosystem.

ELECTRON PROBE CAN TELL. N.S.

There was a flourishing trade in wine from Italy to other Mediterranean

countries during the last centuries B.C. The wine was carried in long necked
clay amphorae and many have been found in shipwrecks along the Mediterranean
coast. The material from which these storage jars were made in some cases contain
melanitic garnet. These can be distinquished by their manganese and titanium
constituents. Using an electron probe method for determing the concentration of
elements in the clay , French investigators can tell where the jars were made.

Secretary's llessage

¥embers last month I mentioned eleven ways to kill a club. Here are eleven
of the many ways you can help build our club,

1.Use words like our club not the club,

2.,Praise as well as critise your committee, remember they give their time free
for you,.

3.,5tand up and be counted at the General teeting, have your say.

L.'ell your friend what a great dive you had last time you went, even if you
did'nt, they might want to join, (we need more members),

5.,7f you did'nt enjoy yourself don't tell everyone, instead quietly discuss
the problem with your dive officer, he wants to know,

6.%e need fresh ideas for socials, <Contact your social officer or secretary.
le want to hear from you the member,

7.Buy a club sweater or T shirt and wear on club outings, look the part, be
proud of your club,

8.Don't wait to be asked to help, look around and if something needs to be done
offer,

9.After the dive try not to rush off as soon as possible, this gives the feel-
ing that you don't like the company your with and creates bad feelings
amongst members, A little chit chat and (can I help you with your gear or
boat mate) goes along way.

19.0n club dives try to pair up and stay together for saftey sake., It does'nt
take long to drown, also think of the bad publicity for the club,

11.,If you spear fish take only what you can eat, don't spear on wreck sites or
favorite dive sites and don't bring loaded guns onto boats or ashore,
Incidently there's nothing worse than swimming along a barren reef after
its been shot out or line fished out.

t'embers we are "The Dive Club'"we have everything going for us. We have
our own club house and our own club boat., We also have members with small
boats and altogehter we have a pretty good deal,

Most importantly we have senior members with many years of experience to

call on., These members may not dive as often as us young ones, but they
| still form a very important part of our club by maintaining a stabilizing
© influence in our club,

"Well"cherio for now members,"oops" I mean club mates,

b BN .
= AND wlo S 1 CAN BRwe 7mux-é24>

PhoweEs TO TN (O FEET Om Tiie /Soa7
wWireovr £ comatss’

1
"
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BLIND DIVERS

During April and May of this year volunteers from the . E.C. conducted a
pilot course teaching blind students the fundamentals of diving. In all,
seven blind students and a sighted friend of theirs completed th( ¢<ourse.

The purpose of the course was to determine if blind people could learn
to dive competently,and our experience proves that this is the case.
All that is required is the motivation to do it as well as the usual
medical and water skill prerequisits.

The training concentrated on basic snorkel skills but a short segment
on compressed air was also included. At the end, all participants were
able to fit basic equipment, perform water entries, both from land and

‘boat, snorkel and duck dive competently. All except one with a precluding

medical condition completed a short dive using compressed air equipment
(hooka or scuba).

Surprisingly few problems were encountered. All the students were
highly motivated and most were very good swimmers ( one is even
competing in the blind olympics swimming team.).

A few variations to normal training techniques are required.

Demonstrations of equipment and techniques require a lot more verbal
input, and "hands on" training with equipment is essuntial. Try
shutting your eyes and have someone explain the complexities of
something you've never seen before and you'll soon understand what

I mean.

Students must also have close contach with their assistant. Shared
hooka lines or buddy lines are ideal for this and also serve as a
communication medium.Standard line signals can be used.

Students showed a lot of enthusiasm and are pressing for another
course of more advanced nature. Since this would cost money, I've
applied for a recreational grant to allow it to proceed.

Irrespective of this I've tentatively organised another snorkel
course with the Association for the Blind in November. Any members
interested in participating are invited to contact me to work out
the details.

I can assure you it is a worthwhile project and you'll enjoy it.

va,vy, Tie. fREovs OwNER NEVER
HENTIONED BNy THiNG RBovT 17 /SEnc-
SUBAMERS 1BLE. .
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JOHN PASCULICH.

NEWS BRIEFS.

The club boat has been renamed the " Underwater Explorer ".
The club has applied for a grant to train blind persons.

CALENDAR OF COMMING EVENTS.

18th. June General Meeting 23rd. June Boat Maintenance.
24th. June Training Dive. 29th. June Presentation Night
30th. June Night Dive. l1st. July Rottnest Dive.
2nd. July Commitee Meeting 7th. July Boat Maintenance.
14th. July Night Dive. 15th. July Wreck Dive. .

16th. JULY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Your chance is comming at the A.G.M. to be somebody in the club. You
could be President, or in charge of one of the many sections listed
below. If you are interested, get somebody to nominate you. All
positions will be vacant.

COMMITEE OF MANAGEMENT. OTHER POSITIONS.

President 0/C Boat
Vice President 0/C Building
Secretary 0/C Property
Treasurer 0/C Social
0/C Diving 0/C safety

0/C Technical

0/C Research

0/C Radio

Editor of Magazine

0/C Training
4 General Members

PRESIDENTS PAGE John Pasculich

I'm sorry to have missed the last General Meeting. I belive the guest
speaker was very interesting. Instead I spent a pleasant two weeks in
Busselton. The bay was solid mud so diving was out. I amused myself
catching crabs instead.

While there, I made contact with the local dive shop; "Rays Sports”

in Queen Street. He services the area down to Margaret River, so he is
handy to know. The boss has offered to look after us should we plan an
excursion to the district. Just ring him beforehand.

Don't forget the A.G.M. and elections are in July so start working
on your favourite candidates for the various committee jobs.

Due to other personal commitments I will not be renominating this time
so the ?residents job is up for grabs. I have enjoyed working in both
the training and Presidents positions but am finding it a bit hard to

devote the time required. In the future I only hope I don't develop the

bad habit of prefixing any comments with " When I was President."

The presentation night is on the 29th. of June. It should be a good
turn out. See you at the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS.
W. BEEK 387 Mill Point Road, South Perth

A Blackwell 20 Girrawheen Street, Armadale.

Brian James Walker 78 Gibb Street, East Cannington.
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USING DECO TABLES JOHN PASKULICH.

paul Mulally raised an interesting and important subject in the last magazine

on dive tables and repetitive dives. It seems a lot of members are a bit rusty
on their use, so I'll expand on the subject.

A Myriad of dive tables are available but they generally boil down to
contraditions of either the Royal Navy or the U S Navy tables. These have
fundamental differences and I have tabulated them below.

To compound the situation ; experiments conducted in the U S and Europe have
suggested a need to formulate more conservative tables specifically for use
by sports divers.

Why is this so ?

Navy based tables are designed for use by service divers with access to
sophisticated recompression facilites. Servicemen are generally young and fit,
and even so, the tables are so close to human limits that decompression
sickness still occasionally occurs. U S Navy statistics show an incidence of
0.04% cases of D C S , on dives conducted within the limits ! Using those
figures and considering the number of dives our club does we could anticipate
at least one accident per year if we used their tables.

Even the R N tables allow for a specefied failure rate.

Comparison of tables. Examples of no deco limits. ( in minutes )

Depth ( M) R N ( ASCENT 20 m/min ) U S N ( ascent 18 m/min) U S Proposed sport
9 220
10 310 180
12 135 200 120 .
15 85 100 70 ALL DIVES
18 60 60 50 3 minute
21 40 50 40 -
24 30 40 30 STP
27 25 30 25 3 - 6 m.
30 20 25 20

Calculation repetitive ( combines ) dives.

RN 1. Dives within 6 hours are combined dives

2. Add the bottom times of your dives.
3. Do the deeper dive first.
4. Compare max depth and total time to arrive at the answer.
5. Second and subsequent dives to less than 9 metres can be ignored.
6. Never interpolate between scales on the tables.
Re use the next highest value.

U SN Uses a complicated method that is less conservative than the R N .
I won't attempt to explain it.
For example - Dive 1,18m / 40 minutes
Surface duration 2 hours
Dive 2,15m for ?? minutes
The R N method allows 20 minutes for Dive 2
The U $ N method allows 29 minutes for Dive 2

From the above information it si obvious that R N tables are more conservative
and thus safer for the average unfit sports diver. I'm not too sure about the
validity of the proposed U S sports dive tables because they are designed with
a repetitive schedule similar to that of the U S N , but I like their use of
a short stop at 3 - 6 metres on ALL dives. This is supported by research done

Lol o

BOAT FEES REVISED

UP TO 2 HOURS RUNNING\\:
N\

MIN., - $60.00 <
e

o

NORMAL FEES STILL APPLY

in the U S by Andrew Pilmanis, ofthe U S C Catalina Marine Science Centre,
who states " open water dives to 100 ft. for 25 minutes produced intravascular
bubbles in ALL subjects " and " the degree of bubbling could be drastically
reduced by a short stop at 10 feet and eliminated by short stops at 20 and

10 feet.

Other research from time to time has discovered that decompression sickness can
be accelerate by such things as fatness and age, by dehydration and by strenuous
underwater activity. With all this in mind I would suggest a few personal rules
to protect yourself from the " bends " until something better comes along.

1. Ensure all diving remains inside the " no deco " limits.

2. Consider your bottom time as being from surface to surface
and not the more correct " time left the surface to time leaving
the bottom ". This will ensure and inbuilt margin.

3. Use the slightly more conservative ascent rate of 18m ( 60ft.)
per minute of the U S N tebles

4. Take a short deco stop at around 3 - 6 metres on all dives.

5. Ensure you are fit to dive before you do.

6. Read up on your tables before NOT AFTER a dive!

MEMBERS FEES NOMINATION - ANNUAL
ORD MEMBER $20.00 $25.00
JUNIOR b $15.00 $20.00

COUNTRY B $20.00 $10.00 WRITE A LETTER

SOCIAL " $20.00 $10.00 TO THE EDITOR
MAGAZINE ONLY $ 8.00
MARRIED COUPLES ORD  $20.00 $20.00
DIRECT RELATIVES  JUNIOR $15.00 $15.00

MEMBERS FROM OTHER CLUBS , OLD OR JUNIOR, ANNUAL FEES ARE AS ABOVE

THE  CAUG MAC INTRODUCEP (CER7Bm ECONOMES

To Keeo Ths EoAT EXFENCES D0WH,

MIN. - $100.00
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ENCOUNTER WITH A BLUE- RINGED OCTOPUS - A FAILURE OF MURPHY'S IAW

Based on a report to the PROJECT STICKYBEAX non-fatal incidents file, by
Douglas Walker

To most people it is self-evident that their lives are governed at all times
by everything implied by saying "Murphy's Law", and to a casual observer
this case fits the mould. That such is not the case is here related.

Joe, which naturally is not his real name, was on a day trip with his two

young nieces to an island off the Queensland coast. They walked along the beach
and the children saw some creatures in a pool. As they were too frightened

of the unknown to pick them up, he did so. He seemingly had a vague feeling

that the small octupus could be dangerous to children but fel}) safe in handling
one himself. He threw away the first creature and picked up another, which

he placed on the back of his left hand. It was after this one had also been
discarded that he noticed a spot of blood where the animaj had rested. There (T\\
had been no sensation of a bite.

At this time he was near the launch which had brought them and he told the
gkipper what had happened. This conversation was overheard by the pilot of a
seaplane drawn up nearby in preparation for a flight, The pilot saw Joe
collapse to the ground, which was due to his legs becoming weak, and remembered
articles recently publighed in the local paper which gave warming that there
were many blue-ringed octopuses in the locality at that time. He had become
interested and had read up the symtoms and correct management of the victims
of their bite, so immediately diagnosed this asg such a case. With the help of
two persons standing nearby he quickly assisted Joe into his plane and set off
for the mainland where treatment would be available. During this short (seven
minute) flight, Joe twitched a few times and then became apparently pulseless
and ceased to breathe.

Joe's luck still held, for both the bystanders from the beach who had been
co-opted to assist had accompanied him on the plane trip. They were not only
aware of resuscitive measures but had recently attended CPR refresher courses.
The crisis occurred about seven minutes from the time of the bite. Because

of their work Joe was alive on arrival at the airport, where an emergency
ambulance awaited, summoned via the plane's radio. On arrival at the hospital
an ECG confirmed asystole, brain oxygenation was sufficient, despite the
difficulty of resuscitative action in the confined space of a small plane, to
prevent irreversible anoxic changes. The end result was complete recovery,
though with some amnesia for the fine details of the incident and of the plane
trip. ;
Remarkably few people are bitten by the blue-ringed octppuses despite their (.
large numbers. Which is extremely lucky, as the paralysing effect of their
toxin cannot be reversed though it has a short period of action. Support for
respiratory function is the total but essential management of anyone showing
symptoms after contact with such an octopus.

Reprinted from SPUMS magazine, 1984
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE John Paskulich

This will be my last message as President of the UEC so I'd best say as much as
I can.

From time to time certain elements within the club have levelled criticism at
the committee of management and its supporters. For the benefit of those members
let us briefy overlook any imagined shortcomings and have a look at some of

our achievements.

The first is the acquisition of our 'new' boat, which is proving to be an
asset. The next are the social events we've run, viz the quiz night, wine night
and presentation nighi. All were financial successes, a situation rarely
achieved in recent UEC history. The latter two partly being due to our insist-
ence on exploiting the clubrooms rather than using expensive outside venues.

(f\Let's not forget the PR display at La Plaza in September last year, the SLSA

dvanced Resuscitation course in February, and, in particular, the very success—
ful pilot course for blind divers conducted during April and May. The latter
project is one of the few that really fulfils the original philosophy of the
UEC., The subsequent government grant to continue is surely recognition that

our club is regaining its prestige and again becoming a force to be reckoned
with in diving circles!

I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all the committee and those club
members who got in behind us and gave their time and effort to maintain and
strengthen OUR club. My best wishes go to the new committee. I'm sure they
will continue in the same vein.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - July 16th

As you will realise after reading John's message, it's that time of the year -
time to elect a new committee., If you've felt over the past year that you could
do a much better job, then make it your business to get elected. On the other
hanl if you feel the committee has performed well, perhaps you'd like to do
your bit in continuing the good work by taking a more active role in the running
of the club.

Office bearers are elected by being nominated either in writing or from the
floor at the Annual General Meeting. Members then indicate their preferences
when nominations are closed,

Then, ideally, when the committee has been elected, you give them your full
support - pleasing everyone in a club is an impossible task so they deserve

(“\ll the help you can give them.

FRIGHTENING FACTS ...

T
Did you kmow that when you watch dolphins in a Marine Park, you are watching
creatures condemned to an earky death? Since 1969, at legst 57 dolphins and

nine killer whales have been imported into Britain, Of these, only 17 dolphins
and four killer whales are known to be still alive.

In the wild, dolphins live 35 years, but captive dolphins die at an average

age of 10 years. Killer whales live 35 years in the wild. The average age of
those that have died in Britain was two years. Of the calves born to captive
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dolphins, not one survived for more than a few weeks.

Marine animals are vulnerable to infectious diseases, and they live in cramped
conditiona, The causes of early death among captive dolphins vary. Some die of
liver infection, others were killed by an outbreak of candidiasis. & kiiler
whale called Cuddles died of streptococcal mediastinal abcess and oesteo-
myelitis of the rib.

Mark Glover of Greenpeace said: "The owners knew how quickly these animals
were dying, even though no-one else did. Yet they kept taking them from the
wild. Profits are all they care about."

SUNDAY, BLOODY SUNDAY

It's early Sunday morning in Innaloo

Ooh it's nice in bed, what should I do?
Do I rise and go for a dive?

Decisions, decisions, I Just can't decide.

I ponder the question for more than an hour,

Then it's "Sorry darling, I'm going for a shower".
The decision I took was not lightly made -

I had to drag myself away from a voluptuous maid.

Rush, rush, rush, or I'm going to be late - s
It's 7.30 now, I'm due in Freo at eight.

Rossmoyne first to collect some spare gear,

Then Bast Street in Freo, it's going to be near.

Phew, I made it at eight, right on the dot.

That‘s 0odd, I'm the only diver stood on this spot!
Thig isn't right, I'm feeling quite wary ...

The UEC has never ever been early.

A phone call I make, says Pete "You're not to blame,
The time and location are not now the sagge.

They tried to contact you most of last n?ght."
Answering machine not working? I know that's not right.

So here I am alone standing on the jetty
When I could have been snuggling up to Betty.
You think I'm cheesed off? I really am,

But who in the club really gives a damn?

There's a moral here for one and all -

Before setting out to dive, make a call.

Is it on or is it off? What time, what place?

Who wants to stand on a jetty with egg on his face!

Peter Leach
W R R
FROM THE EDITORS

Thig is the last issue of the magazine for the year. We would like to thank
everyone involved in getting it together, especially Helen for the typing.

Paul and Tibi
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UEC_ADVANCED DIVER AWARD

One zerv visibility dive

Four night dives

One night dive deeper than 20m
Three dives deeper than 25m

Two dives deeper than 30m within
8ix hours, decompression stops
to be done although should not
be made necessary

Log & total of at least 25 dives

RECOVERY AND NAVIGATION -~ 1. Complete a 100m compass swim in open water and
surface within 10m of target

2. Organise a search for three objects in 400sq m

3. Raise an object heavier than 100kg to the surface

4. Produce a technical report of at least 500 words
with diagrams on 'Underwater Lifting and Searching'

5. Organise a blind search for one object in 100sq m

BOATING - 1, Attend 2 small boat safety course as run by the National Safety
""" = Council or equivalent
2. Satisfy the Training Committee of competence with a boat on four
UEC dives
3. Produce a technical report of approximately 400 words on the use
of marine radio
4, Produce a technical report of at least 500 words with diagrams
on 'Small Boat Regulation and Navigation!
5. Demonstrate competence in using a marine radio

LIFE-SAVING AND SAFETY -~ 1. Complete RLSS sub-aqua Bronze Medsallion
2. Complete RLSS Advanced Resusitation Certifficate
3. Produce a technical report of at least 400 words on
'Diving and Carbon Dioxide!

ADVANCED SCUBA_ SKILLS — 1. In at least 5m of water, ditch all equipment except

weight belt, swim 15m, recover all equipment

2. Swim 25m with 6kg excess weight wearing full scuba
but using snorkel only

3. Swim 300m within 10m, then tread water for five
minutes with 1kg excess weight using no aids

4, Swim 1500m whilst neutrally buoyant, wearing full
scuba using snorkel only

2, Plan a dive for six people for two weeks to a remote location
3. Be diving o/c on three UEC dives

EQUIPMENT - 1. Produce a technical report of at least 500 words with diagrams
et on 'Scuba Equipment! including regulators, scuba cylinders and
compressors
2. Demonstrate competence in using a filling compressor
3. Demonstrate competence in using a hookah

Bach activity is to be logged in the diver's own log book and endorsed by a
member of the Training Committee.
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SAFETY REPORT Barry Kennedy

Should a diver become involved in an accident, or near accident, he or she
should report this to the divemaster of the day, who will then make.a wribtten
report to me. The reason for this is quite simple -~ through this magazine,

I can make people aware of potential dangers. There will be no mention of
anyone by name, to eliminate any embarrassment and make members feel easier
about reporting accidents.

Remember, if people are aware of an accident happening under certain circum-
stances, they can at least be preparedfor the possibility of it happening
again, Forewarned is forearmed. However, if an accident or near accident is
not reported, it simply becomes a time bomb, just waiting for the right
circumstances to catch the next not-so-lucky person. I would ask members to
conaider this in a serious manner, and to co—operate whenever this becomes
applicable. Should I happen to win the position of Safety Officer again next
year, 1 intend to publish, in the magazine, an account of the accidents that
have befallen members of this club over the years.

Once again, without use of names to avoid any embarrassment, I wish to illus-
trate my point with the seriousness of some of these accidents, in the hope of
preventing any of them happening to anyone in the future. Afteér all, prevention
ig what safety is all about, and learning by other divers' misfortunes is much
easier than legrning from ocur own misfortunes,

By the time this magazine reaches you we will have installed oxygen equipment
in our boat ~ finally., This is a simple arrangement, consisting of a D size
medical oxygen cylinder fitted in the boat. Connected to this will be a first
stage regulator, a section of pressure hose long enough to reach any part of
the boat, and a second-stage regulator-demand valve, with anaesthetic mask
fitted. The idea being, should a diver siffer decompression illness or pressure
injury allowing bubbles to enter the bloodstream, we can give 100% oxygen
almost immediately and continue this treatment for at least an hour, or until
we can land the patient for further treatment by qualified people. 100%
oxygen therapy for this type of injury is of the utmost importance, and the
sooner treatment starts, the better. Most of the damage caused by bubbles in
the bloodatream occurs within the first 30 minutes. Oxygen greatly reduces
the size and number of the bubbles and so reduces the risk of serious damage.
Having the oxygen cylinder fixed in the boat eliminates the need to secure
the cylinder while trying to administer treatment, especially on a heaving
deck under rough conditions.

Let's hope no-one ever has to use this equipment. Next season, if we have
enough interested people, we will again set up the Surf Life-Saving Association
Advanced Resuscitation Certificate Course. The more people who qualify the
better and safer our club will be. If you are interested, please let me know.

DIVE THE ROWLEY SHOALS

Aquaventure are running a trip to the Rowley Shoals from October 14-23, The
cost is about $1000 ex-Broome, This includes all diving and food. A couple of
club members have already shown some interest, so if you fancy a trip of a
lifetime (we hope) phone Paul Mulaelly on 390 8267 or Dennis Bridges on 401 4879
for further details.
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ON LEARNING TO DIVE WITH THE UEC Linda Young

In the past five months I've often asked myself why I took it into my head to
learn to dive. I s8till don't have an entirely coherent answer. But I do have a
bank of experiences in vivid memory, and some of them keep me coming back:

«es the delight of watching the luminous pompom nudibranchs grazing on weed ...
the amazement at soft, pastel-coloured spongey rocks ... the heart-1ifting
freedom and curiousity of fish in their own element ... the fantastic joy of
having a sea lion want to swim with you ... the sensual magic of hanging on to
a great swatch of seaweed and being washed with it back and forth by the
invisible power of the current ...

If I didn't have my mouth stuffed with a black rubber regulator when diving,
ny jaws would certainly drop open with astonighment and delight at the under-
water world.

Nonetheless, it's been a scary experience, this learning. And I think that if
I'd been through it in any environment but that which the club can provide, my
nerve would have given out some considerable time before the NQS examination.
The difference between a dive shop six-week course and UEC's training is so
obvious it hardly needs definition. As it was put in our very first session,
"If we're going to dive with you, we want to make bloody sure you're OK to
dive with"., On this basis the individual care and attention that trainees
receive from experienced members of the club has an entirely practical object-
ive. Yet for terrified beginners, it means the difference between keeping at
it or abandonning the whole ghastly business.

How many times must Richard, Barry and Bob have heard me gulp blankly, "I can't
do that"? There was the dreaded 15m breath-held swim; the terrible mask-
clearing; the unspeakable ditch-and~recovery exercise where you have to swim
around a circle with no gear at all ... I s8till don't do any of these with joy
or ease, but that I can manage them at all is a monument to the unpressured
and unpressuring methods of club training.

It was achieved by a mixture of calm, gentle encouragement ("just try it six
inches under the surface") and libellous defamation of other members ("You
should have seen X - he used to ... (leave a brown stain in the water) when

he began"). They claimed to believe that my all-over shaking was due to cold;
was this diplomacy or innocence? For I knew it was caused by pure fear leading
to emotional exhaustion., After a Sunday morning training session at Woodman
Point I used to go home and collapse into bed for the afternoon. It played
hell with my drinking and socialising.

Memories of a puritan heritage often occurred to me during training, mainly
along the lines that suffering is good for the soul. I no longer subscribe to
this philosophy, but & related line of thought still gives me pause. It's a
long time since I've been a real beginner, less than expertly authoritative

at what I do., Perhaps it's a salutory experience to be cast back to the role
of learner, to experience again the pains (and the real pleasures, too) of
mastering a new skill., When life and death can be on the line - and not just
one's own, but also one's buddy's - it's an acute sensation.

I may be saying here that club training is only great for scaredy-cats, that
ordinarily confident people can probably survive an intensive commercial
training course, Put in terms of bare survival, this may indeed be the case.
But even (especially?) for confident young men, I suspect that the UEC training
could be preferrable, for the sake of the community of divers. A body of divers
with conscious standards of and interests in safety will protect not only
themselves but all other divers.

It seems that the current club training system is likely soon to have to become
more professional/commercial/formal. But it's also clear that within the
membership the committment to patient and thorough training has strong support.
I'11 add my voice tor this group, both for the sake of the future would-be
divers who need friendly training, and in grateful recognition of the pleasures
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a club training has given me, I look forward to the day when I can assure a
beginner that "Bveryone starts like this".

WA R R R AR AR R R R O R
Secretary's Message

Members we need more support for our club boat. Two ideas mentioned at the
last Committee Meeting were:

(1)When the boat goes to Rottnest, we could take other members who don't want
to dive that day to the main Rottnest jetty, drop them off about 9am
then pick them up about 2pm and return home. A trip on the Rottnest Ferry
would cost $25 but on the club boat it would only cost $12. Why not make
up a group and use our FERRY I mean club boat instead,

Give Martin Smith or Peter Horton a ring and book now,

(2)If members of the club want to go line fishing contact Martin Smith or Peter
Horton and make arrangement. Get a group together and have fun. We want,
the boat used, The club boal holds 16-17 members, however since it was |
purchased the average has been 6-7 members per trip. Members this is an e
pensive club facility and unless it is used we cannot aford to keep it.

We need the boat as part of our club sell to attract new members, So come
on those members without boats lets see you on our club boat with your club
mates, Why not become a Trainee Skipper by contacting Peter Horton, he
wants to hear from you,

Just think once you become a skipper you get a free ride and help your club
as well, you can't ask for a better deal then that,

Cherio for now, club mates.,

— WINTER IS UPON USl! —

Thank God for those lovely winter days.

Sunday 2h4th of June ten members including myself as skipper and Richard Bone

as dive officer headed out to hotto,.

After a pleasant trip out we anchored off Salmon Bay in 22mt of water,

Vis was excellent and the water was warm., We all dived to the bottom except
John Crean who was sick with the flu, 1Incidently John came out to help make

up the numbers and also to help watch the boat whilst we all .had a dive.

Thanks for your club spirited help John, Well back to the dive, once on the
bottom there was plenty of fish life and magic scenery including a jewie at
least 20kg.

We moved a short distance to 10mt depth for our second dive which was just as
enjoyable, Members, winter days are pot luck days and if its bad its bad, bux
if its good its a really good day. )
So come on members get the gear out of the moth balls and try some w1nterk g
diving. Remember the boat goes every Sunday at 8am at the East Street jetty
subject to weather. Ring the Dive Officer and get to it,

Paul Brooker

LaRyY I=TeR

v .

WE  CAnCELLED WHE
BoaTra.p
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SHOLLD WAZE TOLD You -+ »

o . g

Abrahams N 095279121
Agar D 4502632
Airey E 2715868
Altenuhl J 4179400
Anders C 4432794
Augustin M 4182931

Bateman R 3681349
Beek W 3679275
Blackwell A 3994388
Blanksby X 3378569
Bennett D

Branchetti M 3379655
Bone G Gltn 099214395
Bone R 4484557

Brown D 3321331

Bele J Bbry (97212775
Brooker C 3373667
Brooker D "
Brooker P ¥
Butcher 4 3255544
Bowman J

Csomay T 3413001
Coles R 3641616
Cotton R 3283102w
Copley S 3625983
Cowan I "
Cargeeg K 3359679
Croft C 4486178
Croft J B
Casley M 4571191
Coleman L 384 8685
Cleaver S 2762962
Cream J 3289768
Curtis P

Colley K 095281672

Davies J 4588507

PLEASE REPORT ERRORS OR OMISSIONS TO SECRETARY U.E.C.
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UEC MEMBERSHIP LIST

AS_AT JUNE 1984,
Errington K 3303090
Errington J i
Ellam R

Ferrier M 4575577
Fullarton S 4473646
Goodridge P 4191400
Gatter A 3411729

Horton P 4449126 (L)
Horn D 3307457
Harwood S 4181850
Harrold P 3970240
Hughes S 4191970

Johnston R 3832776
Jones L 3303711 (L)
Jury B 2931225

Kenny D 3832790 (L)
Kennedy K 4470012 (L)
Kennedy B 4536927
Kennedy L ul

King R 4536908
Kitchen K 095278686

Lutey J 4578537
Leach P 2726118
Langson M 4517244
Leonard P 3302460
Lowth S

Mortimer P 4598067
Miller R 3612304
Milne I Shay Gap
Mulally P 3908267

0ddy S 4014028
0'Loghlin §
Ogden J 3301168 w

Parker D Mullewa (L)
Parker B -
Paskulich J 4597164
Print C 4575577
Price B Victoria
Pollard B (L)

Peters O 3875745

Roberts H Narrikup (L)
Rynders W 3379251
Ronzitti D 3373508
Ronzitti V "
Robinson M Geraldton
Rizza K Karzatha
Riley P 3379279
Rumsay J 2935318

Smith M 4582224
Smith R 2721740
Swan G 3327762
Spencer A 3372076
Spehr B 4504202
Searle B 095277290

Thomson M 4546375
Talbot D 3445984
Tyson B 4511708

Walden J 4584368 (L)
Wallis R 4462888 (L)
Wood G 4441227
Wilson N 4503844
Weaver T 4575243
valker B 46813448

Young L 3361248

(L) denotes Life Member
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SAFETY Richard Bone
As Above

BOAT Martin Smith
As Above

AUDITORS Lyn. Jones

Dennis Parker

MAGAZINE Paul Mulally

As Above

Tioi Csoumay

47 Lewin Way
SCARBOROUGH WA 6019

341 3001H
326 2717W

THE_BUAT REPURT, wartin Swmith,

(T A
As mentioned at the last general meeting, our poat "The Underwater Explorer"
( ex "3ompo" ) was to be taken out of the water at the Royal Perth Yacht Clupo
for general maintenance.

After we removed the voat frow the water, we replaced a section of plywood on
the port sice - a dawage she suffered while still a crayooat - and completely
inspected the hull, It was found in an excellent condition,

we arpplied antifouling paint to the bottom and paintea the rest of the boat
prilliant white with a ULlue trim,

The Underwater Explorer was out of the water for three weeks only. It might have
been longer but for a handfull of enthusiastic helpers,

My special thanks go to Dave kenny for a marveloas joo of supplyirg material,
organising and supervising the work as well as hopping in and doing some of the
work himself. Thanks to Peter Horton for coing all the mechanical work and to
sario Branchetti for doing the woodwork, Ro Johnston and Julie HRumsey did an
excellent Jjob of sanaing aown, Thanks to Sitewara Lowth, Peter Mortimer and

Bob Cottor. for their help, Barry Kennedy proved to be very handy with a brush.
Other helper were Sorren Copely, lan Cowen, Peter Leach and Allen Getter.

The coat 1s oack in the water now, looks fine and travels fast, The top speed
is 17 krnotis. A canopy is being made, w#hich will improve travelling comfort(;

The total cost of the overhaul was approximately g 600.

I hope to see a lot of divers making use of our new boat, ring me for dives and
watch out for our new Dive Calendar which is coming out soon,

If a cuoical container measuring ten inches per side were sealed at surface
rressure and taken cown to a depth of 20 feet_in the ocean the total crushing
force on the container would be aoout,,., 2,240 pounds. rhe area of the container
is 1o x 1o X 6 a 600 square inches, The pressare at 20 feet is ,445x20=8,9414.7
=23.6psia. The total pressure on the outside is 23,6x600= 14,160 lbs, The pressure
on the inside is 14,7x600=28,3820 lous, With 14,160 los pushing inward and 8,820 los
offsetting the outside pressure, the aifference or crushing force is 5,340 1lbs,

Page elgnt,

PRESIDENTS PAGE Richard Bone

HI.

Being my first President's report I would like to thank the previous committee for their eff
last year and on behalf of the new committee I would like to thank the members for electing
in for this year. I have seen many changes over the past few years. The purchase of the
clubrooms, the '"Mike Pollaxd", and the '"'Underwater Explorer'. Now we will have to try and u
these assets and benefit from them.

I am looking forward to a prosperous year. I believe that one of the ways that we can impro
the club is to increase the membership. I have some plans in mind, but I would appreciate
any suggestions from other members.

As in any club it is important for you to support your committee. You elected us, so show
us your support. The main functions that our club has are Diving and Social. If you are
interested in a dive give Martin a ring #458 2224, and if you want a good, cheap night out w
other club members then give Carla a ring #337 3667.

(f\vember these functions that are coming up soon:

The inaugural UEC Annual Treasure Hunt.

This will be held down at Churchill Park Rockingham. The actual hunt will start at
10:30am and go for about one hour. The treasure will then be added up and prizes presen
to the best hunters at 2:30pm, after lunch. (There are coin gas BBQ's for cooking.)

The date...Sunday 26th August.

Bring the wholé family.

Cost is $3.00 for the treasure hunt.

- The UEC video night on Friday 24th August.
We will have several activities on, including a special visitor to give some videos from
the Maldive Islands. The Maldives are considered the best diving in the world - somethi
not to be missed.

I'11 look forward to seeing everyone at these events.

The Presentation Night was very successful. We raised money from drinks and bingo tickets,
everyone had a good time. Special thanks to John Paskulich (MC) and the Brooker family for
their help, and to Rory Miller for the lighting equipment.

~ SECRETARY'S MESSAGE
(~"1th the electing of a new committee and President at the AGM I wish to thank John Paskulicl

for all the work and time he has put into the club. John did not &tand for President this
year due to personal and work commitments - our loss John!

Paul Brooker

Our new President is Richard Bone, who has worked hard for the club ober the years, and I ar
sure he will continue the good work and pace set by John.

Good luck Richard!
Our social night at Monopoles was most enjoyable!

Cheerio for now club mates!
Guest speaker - next General Meeting

Dennis Robinson is to give a talk on the "Long Jetty Project" at the next general meeting or
the 20th August 1984.
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AWARDS ISSUED FOR 1983/84 SEASON

Initial Certificate

Lloyd Phillips
Leon Kennedy
James Davies
Margaret Langson
Linda Young
Brian Jury

Carla Brooker
Dane Brooker
Paul Brooker

Neale Wilson Life Member : Peter Horton

Carl Anders
Jeff Bowman
Barrie Tyson
John Altemuhl

Dolphin Trophy:

Best Lady Diver:

Blind Snorkel Diver Award

Ron Anderson

Craig Blackburn

Tan Blackburn

Martin Furness

Cameron Johnson-Cooper
David Regan

Michael Pritchett

Barry Kennedy

Margaret Langson

Alan Gatter

Shaun Hughes Most Improved Lady Diver: Carla Brooker i

Keith Kitchen

Dennis Johnson

Kevin Colley LONG JETTY

Bruce Searle

Peter Riely If you have not dived on the Long Jetty site by now your chances will be
Thomas Weaver reduced when the new marina will be built. While the limestone groin has
Phil Leonard been designed to miss the actual site, expert divers tell me the sand

build up will cover everything.

COoOOOOCCOOIDDOoOOOoOoOoo oD

A skeleton of a man found in the hull of the "MARY ROSE" was buried in Portsmouth - 439 years

Parts of the "Alex T. Brown", the fourmasted schooner which was wrecked near Yanchep in 1917,

after he died.

are being used as firewood by surfers. Is it history going up in smoke?

#%
A NEW GEORGETTE IN PERTH WATERS

The M T T has a new ferry for Swan River
Passenger service. The new ferry is
15 m long and can carry 92 passengers.
She has been named M V Georgette and
replaces the ferry Vlaming which is
up for sale.

However she was not named after the

wreck Georgette at Redgate, but after
a M T T Secretary.

DIVERS ARE STILL IN THE NEWS...

A Swedish naval ship machine gunned what they thought was an escaping Russian frogman near the

Karlskrona naval base and killed a swan.

(The swans up there are not even black, they are white.

/§ //,,\__;- =7

AOZCCOING To Tewi o (TS €N s EnosvcaRcD -/ é..&:

£PEss Loy

Swedes would know the difference between a black wetsuit and a white swan.)
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You would think even colour blind

CLUB_OFFICERS FOR THE 1984/85 SEASON

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

TRAINING

DIVING

COMMI TTEE

BUILDING

LIBRARY

PROPERTY

SOCIAL

TECHNICAL

RESEARCH

Richard Bone
24 Kilcairn Road 448 4557H
GREENWOOD WA 6024 420 9355W

Stephen 0Oddy
22 Taylor Way

HILLARYS WA 6025 401 4028H
Paul Brooker

19 McKenzie Road : 337 3667H
SAMSON WA 6163 410 1163W
Peter Horton

131 Fairfield Street 444 9126H
MOUNT HAWTHORN WA 6016 381 3600W

Barry Kennedy
8 York Street
FORRESTFIELD WA 6058 453 6927H

Martin Smith
38 Galaxy Street
BECKENHAM WA 6107 458 2224H

Paul Mulally
21 Arbour Place

KELMSCOTT WA 6111 390 8267H

Julie-Anne Rumsey

C/- 86 Valencia Road 293 5318H
CARMEL WA 6076 323 5555W

Peter Mortimer

7 Denham Way

THORNLIE WA 6108 459 8067H

Alan Gatter
Unit 21, 75 Stanley Street
SCARBOROUGH WA 6019 341 1729H

Paul Brooker
As Above

Bob Cotton

Barry Kennedy
As Above

Carla Brooker
19 McKenzie Road
SAMSON WA 6163 337 3667H

Richard Bone
As Above

John Paskulich
23 Cranwell Street

'THORNLIE WA 6108 459 7164H
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STAY FIT
One of the most difficult problems facing a diver is staying fit.

Once training is finished and the Winter sets in, you find yourself slackening off, and
that is bad because unless you dive once a fortnight you get out of shape, lose lég muscle
strength, and stamina.

Go diving like that and you will be wheezing and puffing around the ocean trying to swim back
to the boat.

So what can you do to stay fit you ask?
Run around the block? Do push ups?

No. Only swimming will exercise those muscles you use for diving. A workout at a pool two
or three times a week will maintain good diving fitness. Use mask and fins and swim a minimum
of 400 metres each time.

If you are right out of shape, really unfit, then appraise your physical condition. How mJ(j
laps of the pool can you do without being exhausted? How far can you swim under water on one
breath?

Start your swimming slowly with the minimum pool lengths, build this up gradually. Do it a
couple of times a week and in a month you can easily work up to a half a mile swim. Keep it up
and in two months you will find that the regular swimming has worked wonders for you. You
will be fit, feel better, and your diving ability will be restored. You can return to open
water diving when the Summer comes again and dive with confidence and safety.

TREASURE IN SWEDREN,

It is his greatest adventure, The King of Sweden, Carl Gustaf is searching for
.reasure. He is looking for a chest full of gold and precious stones which were
.ost in 1676, when the largest warship - at the time - the "Kronan" went down
south of the holiuay isle of C(landa,

07 years ago the "kronan", the proudest ship of King Karl VI turned over in a
storm ana sunk, Ik a few winutes she went down with all 842 men on ooard, The war
‘'und of over one million, which was on ooard went down as well,

. 1930, wrech researcher Andreas rrancen found the ship in 28 metres of water,
3ince then many hundreus of items have opeen salvaged from the well preserved hy ~,
yat the treasure chest has not been founa, l(\/
virng Carl Gastaf, an experiencea sports diver, now wanis to fina the treasure
1imself, ¢ S

The North wole Wreck,

There is a dark cloud hanging over the
fate of the north mole wreck., Not from the
Awericas Cul. marinas which are peing ouilt :
around Perth cut f?Om a new cortairner y ; .;;;/ljjzf——
terminal oearth which the State Govern- ; o »
ment warnts to ouila there, The north T Y W T T S,
side of the rnorth wole is one of two <::::f=" - —
sites veling coi.sidered, S

THAT wAS A GREAT DweE |
. IT MUST BE MAAVELWLDUS WHEN You +WWE
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OXYGEN THERAPY Barry Kennedy

Now that we have Oxygen aboard our boat, I think it is time some facts about the use of this
are made known in our magazine.

Being able to supply 100% Oxygen is the most important first aid step when diving accidents
occur.

The first half an hour after a diving accident is when most damage occurs through bubbles in
the blood stream.

Pure Oxygen washes the lungs clear of Nitrogen, and permlts the blood to carry oxygen to
damaged tissues.

Oxygen is the single most effective treatment for decompression sickness and air embolism -6t
than recompression. Oxygen therapy units which do not deliver 100% Oxygen are of little use

to injured divers, The system we have is possibly the simplest and most foolproof. It requi
no special talents or qualifications to use.

i; en should be administered to all ill divers, with the exception of divers who would not
-#ally pass a diving medical. Non-divers may have chronic lung conditions and Oxygen may
cause reactions to occur. However because Oxygen treatment has such a p051t1ve effect on the
recovery of an injured diver, it is important to treat all diving injuries, or suspected
diving injury, immediately with Oxygen.

ON THE BOTTOM, COLOLLoSoSoS

The greatest source of historical information about the ancient world lies on t
bottom of the Mediterranian Sea,.

The sailing routes of the ancient mariners followed the coast lines, from one
landmark to the next, During stormy weather many of them sunk in deep water,

We know that boats sailed in the Mediterranian Sea from about 3000 BC.

We also know that they more or less followed the same route until about 1000 A
from one landmark to the next, never venturing outside the sight of land,

Even in the present modern times ships sink, 1 can recall 20 or 30 in the last
five years,

Just imagine how many must have sunk in the Mediterranian in 4000 years, The
bottom must be covered with shipwreck after shipwreck,

Unfortunately most of these are beyond the working depths of of scuba divers,

But that they exist has been proven by television camera carrying submersibles

1952 a submersible searching for an airliner which crashed into the sea, ca
.ross an intact ancient ship in 2500 feet of water,
A french firm working on the idea of laying a pipeline from France to North
Africa sighted more than 20 wrecks in deep water,
0ld ships were seen in 1966 as well, when submersibles were searching for the
H bomb lost off the spanish coast.
Scientists are confident that most of these ships in deep water are well preser
The marine borer, Teresdo Navalis responsible for the destruction of shallow
wrecks, is not known to exist below 600 feet.
Other factors pointing to the preservation of these ancient ships are; the
Mediterranian has the lowest oxygen content of any of the seas in the world,
the water is near freezing on the bottom and the wrecks are too deep for anchor
or netts to snag.
If these ships could be raisea they and their cargo would provide valuable time
capsules of ancient history,.
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/ERS DO IT DEEP

Je skilled and experienced professional divers recently completed a course of training to
11ify them as Diver-Medics at Fremantle Hospital.

is believed to be the first such course to be held in the southern hemisphere and probably
> only such course in the South Epst Asian Pacific region.

isdents came from Singapore, from Bass Strait, and from Western Australia to train in the
chniques needed to examine and care for divers who become ill or injured during their work.

ny divers working in the oil fields have to live under pressure for many days at a time.
sy cannot be brought out to normal pressure outside quickly without killing them, so if they
come ill or injured they must be dealt with under pressure.

e students learned techniques of giving injections, putting up intravenous drips, and other
ills so that they can act as a doctor's eyes, ears and hands within the decompression
amber. A doctor may be many hundreds of miles away and only able to communicate by radic

the first instance. [
udents were able to view at first hand many of the techniques that they learned by observing

the Operating Theatres and Emergency Department at Fremantle Hospiital.

‘rom the South Pacific Underwater Medicine Society Journal Vol. 14 1984.)

SO LL5555255S
'0U CAN HELP,

1e following sub-committees need to be formed. Here is a list of the committee and officer-
1-charge.

iving Martin Smith 458 2224
scial Carla Brooker 337 3667
dat Martin Smith 458 2224
raining Barry Kennedy 453 6927
echnical Richard Bone 448 4557
uilding Paul Brooker 337 3667

hese sub-committees will be finalised at the September committee meeting.

ROM THE EDITORS

t the AGM we were lucky to find eager helpers to assist with the magazine. Julie Rumsey
olunteered to type the articles and Carla Brooker offered to do the difficult job of folding,

tapling, addressing, and posting. T‘lb& & ProL

At this stage, I would like to thank Sue Lutey for typing
tencils and John Lutey for printing and distributing the magazine in the first year I was
diting it with Malcolm Ferrier. My thanks go to Helen Mulally for typing and again to John
or distributing last year. We hope the magazine will continue to improve and provide
nformation, amusement, and food for thought. .

s 1fg

Safety awareness minimises accidents

Psge KFour

DIVERS IN THE WAR

Most likely you never heard of "Luigi Ferraro" an Ttalian who belonged to a group of swimmers -
"The Gamma Group". It was formed during the Second World War to attack Allied shipping in
neutral harbours. Luigi - disguised as a clerk in the Italian Consulate in the Turkish

port of Alexandretta - moved freely among the local fashionable society.

The port was thick with intriguie, besides the Italian Consulate there were five others - German,
Greek, American, British, and French. Spies were everywhere. But nobody guessed Luigi's

real mission. He pretended to enjoy life, playing on the beach mornings and evenings, watching
people go for a swim but declining any invitation to join them in the water. "He couldn't
swim" - he said.

An important war material was shipped from Alexandretta to the Allies. Chromium. It was

loaded into ships about a mile from shore.

On the evening of June 30 1943, Luigi stayed on the beach until the sun went down. In the
darkness he slipped away and disappeared into a shed. Half an hour later, clad in rubber suit
fins and mask, he slipped into the water carrying two explosive charges on his belt. He
1% miles to the 7000 tonne Greek steamer Orion, ducked under the vessel using an oxygen
rebreather and attached his charges. He was back in town by daybreak.

When the Orion exploded and sank, everybody thought she was torpedoed.
Before the war ended, Luigi sunk, single handed, another ship, and damaged a third.

After the war Luigi Ferraro became the President of the World Underwater Federation. (CMAS)

This time we picked our day and dived on the "Sepia'. Dane, Carla, and Steve came along and
what a magnificent dive it was - blue sky, slight seas, and no surge. After the stomms of
late the wreck was well exposed and by using our hooka, we were able to spend hour on the
wreck just fossicking around. There were lots of channels cut under the wreck into which we
could crawl, especially without tanks on our backs to get hooked up.

Visibility was 20metres, we could see our boat from the bottom. Bottles and old china plates
and large urns could be seen. We also found two black Cowrie shells. 'A worthwhile dive",
remarked Steve Oddy! I must agree. -

ANOTHER BEAUT WINTER DIVE Paul Brooker

yﬂll
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TWO _LOO'S Barry Kennedy

It has been reported that during Committee Meetings males have actually used the female toileét
at the clubrooms.

To overcome this terrible social problem, it was wisely decided to insist that Males only use
the Male toilet, and Females only use the Female toilet.

Clearly the Club is discriminating against the Males, who have to brave the dark, wet, miserable

conditions (in the Winter months), and the heat, dust, and flies. in Summer, in order to
relieve themselves, at the rear of the Clubrooms, whilst the Females can enjoy the calm, warm
conditions inside. If we project these conditions to all areas of the club, then Martin will
have to reconsider construction of the boat toilet, and plan on building twe toilets on the
boat... Male and Female.

On the other hand, I think I may have the answer..... Person Toilets, not Male or Female toilets

just simply Person Toilats.

This would be in keeping with modern thinking, and I can personally

vouch for this very workable system, because our house has a duel toilet system, Person toilets

both of them.

Over the last ten years I have found absolutely no problems with this system, the only tima(’
I ever have to use the outside Person Toilet, is when the inside Person Toilet is occupied.

Now if the club were to adopt the Person Toilet System, not only would it overcome the problem
of policing the Female only - Male only rule, it would relieve Male discrimination in the Club.
I believe men should have equal rights. ~,

“Look — They \P

=
have TWO 7 4,__> " EFS
paim trees!” R
AT anuary

FORTHCOMING CALENDAR

September

2nd Wreck Dive 1st Boat Trip

9th Boat Dive 6th Boat Trip
16th Small Boats - "Ocean Reef" 11th Night Dive
21st Dinner at Comedy Restaurant 13th Deep Dive
23rd Boat Trip ] 20th Boat Trip

29th to North Heads Expedition (Long weekend) 26th to Albany Trip

30th 28th

October February

7th Boat Trip 3rd Triggs "Boat Dive"

14th Cockburn Sound "Wreck Tour" 10th Boat Trip
21st Boat Trip . 17th Wreck Dive
28th Spearfishing Day 22nd Night Dive

24th Boat Trip

November

™ . ANY QUERIES ON TIMES etc... AND BOOKINGS SHOULD BE
4th Boat Trip

11th Coventry Reef (ex Rockingham) DIRECTED TO MARTIN SMITH, DIVE OFFICER,

18th Boat Trip ohr ON #458 2224.
25th Small Boat (ex Palm Beach) oo

MAGAZINE

December S

2nd Boat Trip Tibi Csomay 343001
7th Night Dive 47 Lewin Way

9th Garden Island Social Day SCARBORQEFH

16th Boat Trip Paul Mulally

Christmas break 23rd to 25th . -+
Julie-Anne Rumsey

30th Wreck Dive 2
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT Richard Bone

At the August General Meeting, a very significant motion was passed. The motion was to
discontinue the training of SCUBA divers. This will hopefully open up the doors to many new
members from some of the dive schools in and around Perth that up until now have not given us
any support.

The club boat is back in the water and going like a rocket. If you want to get any dives from
the club boat this season, I suggest you contact Martin very soon to book places. Boat trips
are filling and before we know it, we may be looking for another boat.

The new calendar is coming out very soon and I think that it is one of the best I have seen for
quite a while. The club boat has increased the number of dives that we are getting and the new
social calendar is looking very full.

I have recently contacted the Australian Underwater Federation (AUF), and I have some membershi
forms from them. If you are interested in getting international certification, then you can
do it through AUF. AUF is the only way of getting international certification and you must be

a(j”QS qualified SCUBA diver or above.

Now that we have discontinued SCUBA diver training we are referring all of our new untrained
members to one of the shops listed below at which they can get a 10% discount on the cost of
the course, or on equipment. The referral will be in the form of a letter that must be
endorsed by the Training Officer, the President, or the Secretary.

NOTES ON TRAINING Richard Bone

The shops participating are:-

- Australasian Diving Centre
- Craigie Sports and Tackle

-~ Divers Emporium

- Indo-Pacific Divers World

- Malibu Diving

- Glengarry Sports and Diving

Claremont
Craigie

East Fremantle
Mt. Hawthorn
Rockingham

Glengarry (Equipment only)

Please support these shops and make it known that you are UEC members.

SOCIAL REPORT

Viwco-Nite

Carla Brooker

The video-nite on the 24th August was a great success.

We had an excellant turnout and every-
one had a good time.

We look forward to having more of these in the future.

~Social Calendar

Ten-pin Bowling
Date: 21st September
Time: 8.00pm

Venue: Melville Super-Bowl, cnr. Leach Highway and Stock Road.
Cost: approx, $6.00

The club has held several 10 pin bowling nights before and they have been very good fun for all.
Come along and pit your skills against the club champion.
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Jate: 28th September

fime: 8.00pm

Jenue: Comedy Dinner Theatre Restaurant, cnr. Stirling and Newcastle Streets, Perth.
Jost: only $18.00

This will be an excellant night, not to be missed. The price, ($5.00 reduction), includes
»re-dinner cocktails, soup, main course, dessert, with drinks served with dinner, and then a
somedy play 'On Any Wednesday", with coffee and chocolates at the interval. We need a good
ittendance to keep the price down, so come along for a great night out. Money must be paid into
carla or Richard as soon as possible.

Jate: 20th October

rime: 8.00pm till late.

Jenue: Clubrooms

Cost: $7.00 single or $13.00 double.

emember the last Wine and Cheese night? It was really great and this one will be just as { 1.
This time we will have the Wine Information Burcau, as last time, and there will be a light
suffet meal included. Bring along your friends for a real fun night out, you might even learn
something. Tickets available from Carla and Richard.

DIVING JITTERS - Why Unwarranted Fears Aren't So Irrational
PRI IIRAT G I

Instructors anticipate that new divers will be excited and somewhat nervous about making their
first ''deep" dive. Students sometimes withdraw and are reluctant to become involved in small
talk; some chatter and make jokes to reduce stress, more time than usual is devoted to pre-
dive equipment checks. As divers, we tend to demonstrate these behavioral patterns whenever
we reach beyond proven expertise and pursue new challenges to grow. It's normal.

In fact, overt excitement, enthusiasm, even pre-dive jitters are not necessarily undesirable
emotions. They increase sensitivity and awareness and can significantly enhance the sweetness
of success. Part of healthy psychological readiness is understanding and accepting these
emotions as normal. Certainly, they are not to be feared as harbingers of something terrible
about to happen.

Unwarranted apprehension, on the other hand, is quite different. Irrational concern for one's
safety, when the situation doesn't necessarily call for extra precautions, should never be
ignored.

Sometimes experienced divers feel uncomfortable about making a dive. Regardless that they
have logged hundreds of hours under water diving in the exact same place, doing the exact s
kind of underwater activity they will be doing today, they have bad vibes and are nervous. For
no obvious reason, they are apprehensive.

These feelings of doubt may be generated by subliminal awareness that the diver's equipment
hasn't been adequately checked and maintained for propcr performance. It may stem from
physiological reasons. The diver's health may be below par. An illness may be coming on. Lack
of physical conditioning can contribute to uneasy feelings. The dive plan may be confusing.
Irrespective of cause, ynjustified apprehension before a dive must be given attention.

Sometimes it's prudent to cancel the dive. When equipment has been satisfactorily checked,
the dive is well planned and when the divers are all well and in excellent physical condition,
but some intuitive message continues to eat away 'at their self confidence, abort the dive.

PAGE TWO  UEC NEWS September 1984

DEEP DYVE. - ROTTNEST Julie-Anne Rumsey

On the 12th August thirteen divers boarded U.E. on her first trip out after repairs. Conditions
looked excellent with light winds, flat seas, - even the sun was shining!

From the start entertainment was the order of the day. Soren provided music on the bow, and
Mario did an unscheduled dive at Fremantle Sailing Club to retrieve an errant padlock which
fell overboard whilst refuelling was being carried out. Mario did not surface with the padlock
but with a bucket (servicable), and a gull's egg (which Peter Mort. insisted was fresh but
would not prove). The padlock was retrieved in the meantime by Brian - a new club member.

In high spirits we set course for Rottnest - Green Island - and had got halfway when Stuart
decided more entertainment was called for..... and fell overboard! Congratulations Stuart for
being the first, but please, in future, wait for the boat to stop before going for a swim!!!

We anchored on the second drop-off out from Green Island to do a scheduled deep dive. Maximum
depth was 26metres, and for safety reasons the diving party was split into two groups, the
second group waiting for the first to return before starting their dive. I buddied with Martin
and Stuart and we had a great dive. The scenery was interesting with lots of holes to fossick
be and with good visibility and no surge, conditions proved excellent. We found and dragged
B to the boat an anchor (anybody need a spare-see Martin), and were buzzed by a large school
of Tuna - a magnificent sight.

Back on board everyone agreed it was good diving - as was the second shallow dive.

We had a relaxing trip back on still flat seas, and were treated to the sight of someone
water skiing from Rottnest to Fremantle!

If you weren't there -~ you missed a great day.

TREASURER Peter Horton 444 9126H
131 Fairfield St « 381 3600W

MOUNT HAWTHORN

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
SAFETY OFFICER

Richard Bone 448 4557H
24 Kilcairn Road 420 9355W

TECHNICAL OFFICER GREENWOOD TRAINING OFFICER Barry Kennedy 453 6927H
PROPERTY OFFICER 8 York Street
VICE PRESIDENT  Stephen Oddy 401 4028H FORRESTFIELD
22 Taylor Way
HILLARYS DIVING OFFICER  Martin Smith 458 2224H
BOAT OFFICER 38 Galaxy Street
SECRETARY Paul Brooker 337 3667H BECKENHAM
BUILDING OFFICER 19 McKenzie Road 410 1163W
SAMSON COMMI TTEE Paul Mulally 390 8267H

21 Arbour Place
KELMSCOTT

é"u—.,, Julie-Anne Rumsey 293 5318H

- = C/- 86 Valencia Rd 323 5555W

CARMEL
g K \ .
TN ~ P Peter Mortimer 459 8067H
3 7 Denham Way
. — THORNLIE
- Alan Gatter 341 1729H
_ © Unit 21, 75 Stanlaf Sk.
— _C ) SCARBOROUGH
A ————
e - LIBRARY Bob Cotton
I ToLb o0 wWE HAVE Too MALY SOCIAL Carla Brooker 337 3667H

PIVERS ow BoAzn! 19 McKenzie Road
SAMSON
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The many stumps of the old Long Jetty still project from the sand and seagrass. Flotsam and
jetsam of the past litters the seabed. A few whalebones may be evident amongst old bottles and
broken ships crockery. A heavy chain snakes its way over the seabed probably from the Priestman
Dredge now buried in the material it once excavated.

In early 1984 the State Government approved the construction of an America's Cup marina adjacent
to the northern groyne of the Fisherman's Harbour to seawards of Bather's Bay.

Hopefully with foresight and planning, a portion of this historic body of water will be
preserved for all time in recognition of the role which it played in the history of the State.

Volume 7 Né6 10.

Nominations: John Brady.
Robert Sangston.

(}

SECRETARY'S REPORT

Paul Brooker

Members. as part of my monthly report, I shall include all motions passed at the Committee
Meetings. This should help keep you, the member, informed.

Special Meeting 26th July 1984,

1 Motion that Martin Smith be allowed to spend up to $600.00 on the club boat repairs.
Carried unanimous.

2 Secretary moved that all expenditure by any officer of this club must receive prior
approval at a meeting of the Committee of management of General Meeting before purchasing
any goods or hiring of any labour.

Carried unanimous.

Committee Meeting 6th August 1984.

1 Motion that the club send a thankyou letter to Dave Kemny.
Carried.

2 Motion that a Committee recommendation that we abolish scuba training and canvas for
qualified divers through dive shops and other means be carried to General Meeting for
discussion.

Carried. (

Once again I am happy to report club improvements. The club boat has been overhauled and
looks and runs well - 12 knots cruising speed I've been told. Our thanks to Dave Kenny for
all the time and labour he and his men put into the job. Incidently, Dave's bill was only
$473.00 and I would say without his help the bill would have been more like $1,500.00.

Peter Horton as usual saved the club heaps on the steering gear which was U S. Our thanks also
to the rest of the members who pitched in and helped.

Another improvement was the removal of the glass partition at the clubrooms, and with the
roll-up at the last General Meeting we certainly needed the space. Thanks to Dane Brooker and
Steve 0ddy for their help..Social Committee now handle the drinks to take some of the load off
Peter Horton.

A new social calender is being drawn up so please try and support your club. Give Carla a
ring on #337 3667 and be a part of the scene.
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Experience has taught me that to prepare psychologically, I must:-

- Have an acceptable dive plan, one that I am comfortable with, based on my diving expertise,

- Check all personal diving equipment for proper functioning,

- Be in satisfactory physical condition to meet the physical demands of the dive and to be
capable of coping with any emergencies which could arise,

- Know my buddy and what his diving capabilities and limitations are,

- Not push beyond safe limits regarding time and depth,

- Not participate in any dive that I intellectually or intuitively feel is umnsafe.

Psychological readiness is more than a positive attitude. A highly motivated diver may inspire
another diver to participate in a dive that is well beyond his existing experience and
capabilities. He could easily ignore or forget the importance of the above check list. He
could have the "right" psychological readiness and not be prepared to make a dive.

Psychological readiness encompasses all of the above. Prepare physically, prepare through
good dive planning and you will be better prepared psychologically. A sport diver about to
make his first open water dive to a maximum depth of 20 feet should be excited. A sport diver
wi+rh three open water dives contemplating a dive to 100 feet should be apprehensive. Common
( 2 is alerting him that, perhaps, it's too big a step.

Train well. Maintain your equipment. Keep yourself in good physical condition for the kind of
diving you wish to pursue. Plan your dives within your safe limits or seek additional
instruction to advance safely. Always know your buddy's capabilities and limitations. Dive

when you really feel up to it and want to. Listen to your intuitive feelings. Gain confidence
by advancing slowly.

Do these things and you will be psychologically ready for sport diving. And if you're not,
perhaps it's best to skip today's dive.

Article by Walt Hendrick, Sr.

Youl FaST 3
. FOR SALZ
?1?:;"’ WATER DWVE LIFE JACKET
) o ¢ SMALL BOUTLES
[A THERE 1S NOTHING RO, 283277¢

To FeAR '

RESEARCH John Paskulich 459 7164H
23 Cranwell Street -
THORNLIE

Discharging at the head of the Arabian Sea is the River Indus, from which India
takes its name,

The Indus is an ancient river some 35 million years old and has its source in
the high ranges of the Himalayas whose snows now feed it,

The river discharges 200 cubic kilomeires of water annually, It also carries to
the Arabian Sea some 450 million tonnes of suspended sediment,

This enourmous sediment load has created the Indus Cone, a 2500 metre thick pile
of loose sediment on the floor of the Arabian Sea 1500 kilometre away from the
mouth of the river,

The sediment is so thick that the sea floor is sinking under the weight,
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BATHER'S BAY AND THE LONG JETTY - Early Development in the Port of Fremantle

by Jon Carpenter

"The landing took place in a little bay close to the mouth of the river, to the southward of it,
being the only landing in that neighbourhood where boats could go with security, the bar at
the entrance of the river generally being impassable.'

The words of Captain Fremantle in a despatch sent to the Admiralty on October 8, 1829.

Great uncertainty surrounds the question of whether the landing actually took place in the

South Bay -which is now reclaimed as the Fremantle Esplanade or in Bather's Bay between Arthur's
Head and Anglesea Point. Today the boundary of Bather's Bay is best defined as that area betweer
the south mole and the fishing boat harbour mole.

In any event, the open expanse of water between these two points has played an important role in
the development of the Swan River Colony and the establishment of Fremantle as the port.

Early disappointment with the land made it all the more imperative to maintain the sea 1ifg e
between the colony and the outside world. To this end, Bather's Bay as it became known was ‘..c
site of the first and subsequent jetties.

Whaling

In 1837 a jetty was constructed by the Fremantle Whaling Company, established in 1836. The
jetty was situated near the northern end of Bather's Bay. Later the tunnel under Arthur's

Head was cut to provide access to the High Street. The Swan River Guardian reports on Thursday

May 11, 1837:

"The depth of water at the point of the jetty is 8 feet (2.4m), and it is thought that vessels
can lay off at a very short distance, and land cargoes with the greatest ease. It is in
comtemplation to form a tunnel through Arthur's head from the jetty into the town, so that
casks and goods may be stored in the warchouses of the merchants with the greates facility."

Reports in the Fremantle Gazette of late have indicated that the WA Museum will supervise an
archaeological dig in the vicinity of the Round House, to try and locate this jetty and other
remains of previous occupancy.

The Fremantle Whaling Company caught its first whale off Carnac Island and towed the creature
into Bather's Bay.

Today the view from Bather's Bay to Carnac remains unobstructed as it did in the days of
whaling activities.

Whaling was a staple local industry for many years, reaching its zenith in the 1850-60's.
Interestingly it is recorded that aborigines congregated in Fremantle during the whaling s&. mn
and feasted on whale blubber from which the oil has been boiled.

South Jetty

In 1854 the south jetty was completed, having been built between Bather's Bay and South Bay. It
was 484 feet (147.5m) long with a depth of 9 feet (2.7m) at the end. The jetty was used mainly
by lighters which loaded and unloaded cargo for ships at anchor in the roads.

The Long Jetty or Ocean Jetty 1872-1921

Mason, Bird § Coy. of the Canning Saw Mills built and completed the first section of the long
jetty in 1873. The structure extended from Anglesea Point and ran in a south westerly directien
for 750 feet (228.6m). The depth of water at the end of the jetty was 12 feet (3.6m). Large
vessels (drawing more than 10 feet 6 inches (3.2m)) unloaded cargo into lighters whilst at
anchor in Gage Roads.
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In 1887 R.0. Law was contracted to build a new approach and extend the jetty in a westerly
direction towards Gage Roads. The new section was to be 42 feet (12.8m) in width compared

to the original structure which was 15 feet (4.5m) wide, with a narrow approach. Six vessels
accommodated alongside the jetty which was 2837 feet (864m) long when finished, water depth
alongside was 20 feet (6m). It was around this time the term Long Jetty came into popular
use. Both the South Jetty and Long Jetty were served by tram tracks and later by the railway
which was opened in 1881.

The Long Jetty was extended by 457 feet (139m) in 1896 to reach its final length of 3294 feet,
(1004m). Eight vessels could now be brought alongside, the low water depth being 22 feet (6.7m).
The opening of the harbour in 1897 meant the Long Jetty was no longer required for shipping.

Demolition at the time was only averted by recommendations to convert the structure into a
promenade. In 1906 a fence was erected for safety reasons and in 1907 a hall was built at the

jetty extremity. A few unsuccessful attempts at providing entertainment saw the hall removed
{ South Beach.

The jetty eventually fell into despair (sic) and R.O. Law secured a contract for demolition of
the structure he in part had built. The Long Jetty was finally demolished in 1921.

Many of the well established families of Perth and Fremantle first set foot in Western Australia
by walking over the planks of this historic jetty.

Municipal Sea Baths

The baths were constructed between the Long Jetty and the South Jetty and were opened during
the summer of 1906-07. In 1917 they were closed down.

Loss of the Priestman Dredge

Fremantle harbour works commenced in 1892 when the first load of stone was tipped at Rous Head,
marking the commencement of the North Mole.

Four dredges were used during the harbour works. A Priestman Dredge removed rock blasted
from the bar across the mouth of the Swan River, but was used mainly to clear sand from the
inner basin.

On the night of the 11th May, 1893, a clam shell bucket dredge known as the Priestman capsized
in the bay to the south of the Swan River mouth. Attempts at righting the vessel the next day
failed and she sank to the bottom where she has remained to this day. The boiler, diving pump,
crane and mooring chains were salvaged in the days that followed the Priestman's loss.

reck site was discovered in October, 1978 (by author) and inspected by the WA Museum soon
after. The vessels association with the harbour works and its year of loss (1893) has resulted
in the vessel being declared protected by the Historic Shipwreck Act.

Bather's Bay Today

Looking out to sea from the shoreline of Bather's Bay in 1984 the scene is much as it must have
been in early colonial days. Garden and Carnac Islands, historic places in their own right are
still prominent features of the skyline.

The few wooden piles that remain above sea level indicates where part of the Long Jetty once

stood. Little evidence, considering the 3/4 mile (1.2km) long structure that almost enclosed
the bay.

To really be transported back in time, one only has to go beneath the waters of Bather's Bay

UEC NEWS September 1984 - FPAGE FIVE



i

UNDERWATER EXPLORERS

(T

CLUB OF W.A. INC.

U.E.C. NEWS

‘uooBeioog

1Uddsa.) spidIys ¢z /L wun

WV'M 40 qn|D siaio|dx3 ialemiapun
:18puag

3d031S0d

d1Vv1S

0009

DIDASTy  LIBISIM

Yying

pog #boisog

¢
{

)
)
)

= W

M

3ATIATEW
3NV 8110d 18
S3aNor 1

L9OHEM ©ON uonealigng g AsoBe1e)
1S0d eijenisny Aq pasaisibay

(‘ONI 'V'M 40 8N19 SHIHO X3 HILVMHIANN)
SM3N O'3'N






SECRETARY'S REPORT Paul Brooker

Motions passed at the last Committee Meeting.

MOTION: That a letter be sent to FAUI re Blind training.

Moved: B. Kennedy; Seconded, P. Mortimer.
MOTION: That sub-committees be accepted.

Moved: M. Smith; Seconded, S. 0Oddy.
MOTION: That lock on fridge be removed.

Moved: B. Kennedy; Seconded, M. Smith.

The club door has been re-varnished. Dane Brooker donated the varnish, brush and labour, thanks
Dane.

Martin has invited me to look after small boat outings so anyone with a boat please give me a
ring and we can go out as a group. Much safer than going out on your own. (f~?

My Guest speaker at the October meeting will be an officer from the Marine and Harbours with
films on boat safety.

"Cherio for now club mates!"

WANTED

A fibreglass swivel boat seat. Anyone in the know

about a second hand one, please phone Paul
on #390 8267.

The ten pin bowling night was well attended. All
those who came along had a great time. Look
out for the next one.

| THNL Yoo Ll neE®
KN OCTDPUS UG,

Comedy Dinner Theatre

A few club members had a most enjoyable evening at the Comedy Dinner Theatre.

Come along to our next restaurant night.

If you are interested in Social events, contact Carla on #337 3667.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT Richard Bone

Times are slow for the Club at the moment, but hopefully, soon things will pick up. We now
have calendars at several dive shops and are getting enquiries from people picking these up.

The boat is running well and Martin is organising trips whenever possible. Don't let Winter
put you off. Come along to meetings and show some interest in the club. The club needs your
support, especially now, so let's see you on the boat, at the socials, and at the meetings.

OUR CLUB Barry Kennedy

Now that we have deleted initial training from our activities, we really need some other proge
to keep members actively involved., Stagnation and boredom soon become breeding grounds for
‘man weakness. It becomes difficult to enjoy each others company without having to be on

(k-ard against subtle insults and aggressive attitudes. Sarcasm, thinly disguised as humour
begins to raise it's ugly head. People soon become disatisfied with this undesirable atmospher

To overcome these negative attitudes, we need more active projects, these tend to bring out th
better nature in people.

One of the objectives of the club is to create fellowship. This is often an elusive quality
which needs to be nurtured and encouraged. Active projects such as repairing and painting the
club boat create feelings of friendship and fellowship among those who participate. Those who
don't, really miss out on something good and satisfying.

It seems the more people contribute to a club, the more satisfaction they receive in return.
It's not hard to contribute something constructive, like writing an article for the magazine o:
painting a door - or offering to help with some of the other work. You can become involved in
all aspects of club activities. There should be, and there is, more involved in club membersh:
than simply going on diving trips. Apart from social events and diving programmes, there are
some other activities that you can become involved in which are coming up soon.

These include:

- Training for a boat skipper, to handle ouxr club boat.

- Assist with training of handicapped divers.

- Help with advanced training of club members.

-~ Cleaning, painting, and maintenance of club rooms and dive boat.

. Designing and building a display unit, for the purpose of promoting the club.
( Producing a video tape of club activities for promotional display.

= Manning such display unit at a shopping centre. I/f;

Add something of value to the club, become involved.

LIBRARY

Members are asked to return outstanding books and magazines., 'Australian Sea Fishes" is ONE

book which is missing,

ENJOYED THE LAST WINE AND CHEESE NIGHT?  ANOTHER IS BEING HELD
el Ty HELD ON OCTOBER 20th.
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BUDDIES V LONERS Julie-Anne Rumsey

When I did my diving course back in January, emphasis was placed on using the 'buddy system'.
We were told to always dive with a buddy - which did not mean entering the water with a buddy
and then separating for the dive, but diving together.

Recently I had the annoying (yes, annoying) experience of diving with a buddy who did not want
use the system. I might add it was not a club member, or on a club dive, and the diver in
question was an experienced one. I should have been prewarned with his question 'do you want
to buddy - or can we lose each other'", however after we had been in the water for a few
minutes, despite my answer of "yes, I would prefer to stay together", my "buddy" disappeared
from sight. After surfacing several times to see if the separation was accidental, ie was

he looking for me, I presumed (correctly) that he had gone off by himself, and I went back to
the boat to await his renurn.

The point is that the buddy left by another's desire to dive alone not only is placed in a
hazardous situation if he/she should get into difficulty, but also has to contend with the
nagging worry that even though it is 99% certain the other diver has "gone it alone", he/she
may have got into difficulties, and a potentially good dive is spoilt.

All divers, experienced and inexperienced alike, can find themselves in a situation where they
need the help of another. The 'buddy system' is not only a safety precaution - but can add
to the enjoyment of diving by sharing the same sights to discuss afterwards.

The buddy system does work, but it needs at least two to make it work. My annoyance was not
abated on this occasion when I was told that the diver in question was known for his preference
to dive alone - and that I was warned beforehand. While he was happily finning around, I was
sitting on the boat, hoping that he had in fact not got into difficulties.

Think of your buddy, and his/her peace of mind. If you do lose him (and it can happen at the
best of times), surface and look for him. You might need his help if you find yourself in
trouble.

MUTE POINT? ‘riizi

Mr. Chris Thomas, Fisheries Officer at Cervantes, said that sharks injured by the indiscriminate
dumping of rubbish from fishing boats could become a threat to swimmers - and divers.

The sharks become entangled in bait wrappers thrown overboard by careless fishermen. Sharks
have been caught with uncut bait bands cutting into and rotting their flesh. The sharks wer
in agony and starving. Most were caught near popular swimming beaches - and dive sites.

Divers. Our safety is at stake! Complain to the authorities. Tell them to take stricter
action against fishermen!

A

OCTOBER DIVING DATES

PUT THE FOLLOWING DATES IN YOUR DIARY AND BOOK THROUGH MARTIN #458 2224,
October 14th:  Cockburn Sound Wreck Tour. U.E. leaves Palm Jetty, Rockingham 8.00¢

October 21st: Boat Trip. U.E. leaves Fremantle Ferry Jetty 9.00am.

October 28th: Spearfishing Trip. U.E. leaves Fremantle Ferry Jetty 9.00am.
UEC NEWS October 1984 Page Two

HMAS Stirling

A warship on commissioning has two histories : the history of the name and ihe
history of the ship,

HMAS Stirling was selected to honour the name of Captain James Stirling, RN,
the Naval Officer who landed on Garden Island in 1827 and returned in June,
1829 to found not only the first settlement in Western Australia, but also the
first free settlement anywhere in Australia,

HMAS Stirling is the name of the Naval Support Facility on Garden Island,

The idea of a Naval Facility in Western Australia to support units of the Fleet

based on the Indian Qcean is not new. Such base was first planned about 1909.

The site selected was in the Woodman Point area, Construction of that base

to be known as the Henderson Naval Base was begun in 1911 and ceased in 1914,
ith 1ittle to show for the considerable amount of effort and money expended,

work ornn HMAS Stirling . started in 1971 with the construction of the causeway
from Point Peron on the mainland to Parkin Point on Garden Island,

HMAS Stirling is an Intermediate Maintenance Support base designed to support
four destroyer escorts and three submarines,

Garden Island is about 9 km long and 1} km wide at the widest point and has

an area of about 7400 hectares, The island is believed to have seperated from
the mainland about 6000 - 7000 years ago and is on top of a submerged sand dune
and because it is all sand , it is envirommentally extremely sensitive to
exotic influence. No flora or fauna alien to the Island is permitted in HMAS
Stirling.

All native flora and fauna on the Island are protected species, There are heavy
penalties for either disturbing or destroying it,

The Temmar is an indigenous kangaroo like marsupial which inhabits the Island,
They are nocturnal creatures and emerge in large numbers after sunset.

There are a large number of tiger and black snakes on the Island and both
species are poisonous, Carpet snakes, which are not venemous also abound.

THE SALVAGE OF THE AMSTERDAM

When the 500 tonne Dutoh East Indian, the Amsterdam lost a rudder in heavy gale in the English
annel in 1749, the Captain ran the ship ashore on England's Hasting Beach. The ship landed
in quicksand, and sank. The hatches swelled shut, preventing salvage of anything from the ship.

zhe same quicksand also helped to preserve the ship which will now be salvaged at the cost of
4 million.

The operation will be difficult because of the gquicksand - but the Director of the British

Museum is confident, and believes that the attempt will succeed, even if it takes six or seven
years.

SOME HOLE

Guy Pautot of the Centre Oceanologique de Bretagne, with his team working on the research vessel
Jean Charot, reported finding a new hole in the Red Sea. It is 10km long, 6km wide, and

1490m deep. These holes or brine pools are rich in metalic salts and are formed where the
African plate butts onto the Arabian plate, right down the centre of the Red Sea.
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... That Wildlife Protection Act includes a total ban of the export of Australian sea shells?
penalty for exporting shells is $100,000 or five years in gaol?

..That Western Australia's 12,000km coast is defended only by the destroyer escort HMAS Stuart,

the survey ship Moresby, and three patrol boats? (Quoting Mr. Brice).

..That the Marine Act was updated last July.

..That it is estimated that there are 20,000 different kinds of fish on earth?

you name?

..That a diver with nitrogen aquired from two or more dives can get bent bounce diving to

a stuck anchor, even if he is inside the no decompression limit?

..That hard work after a dive can cause the bends?

SHARK BAY THREATENED AGAIN.

In 1974 the Conservation Through
Reserves Committee recomended that

the Shark Bay region be set aside

as a multipurpose national park

for public recreation and conservation
of flora, fauna and unique natural
features.

The State Government has agreed in
principle to the Shark Bay region
being nominated for inclusion in

the World Heritage list.

In the southeast lobe of Shark

Bay is a hypersaline (saltier

than normal) expanse of water

known as Hamlin Pool. A huge
geophysical structure, Faure Sill,
separates Hamlin Pool from the

rest of the Bay and is resonsible

for the increased salinity. The

sill is a huge wall (This one is

in the proportion of 45 km x 16 knm

and the water only a few metres

deep). The end result of all this is th
creation of an environment ideal )
for the formation and continued
growth of stromatolites.

Outside Hamlin Pool, Shark Bay supports
a myriad of marine life from whales,
dolphins, dugongs and sharks (the

bay was well-named) to the smallest
of hermit crabs and snails.

However Agnew Clough Ltd and
Australian Mutual Provident Society
have recently been granted two mining
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leases on Peron Peninsula. They have
also applied for an exploration licence
in the same area. The Conservation
Council is totally opposed to such
developments in a potential World
Heritage area.

WHAT YOU CAN DO.

T) Write to Mr. Ron Davies, MLA,
Minister for the Enviromment,

Ground Floor, 20 Barrack Street,
Perth, W.A.,and to Mr. Brian Burke,
MLA, Premier,32 St. George's Tce.,
Perth, W.A. 6000, urging them to
nominate Shark Bay for World

Heritage Listing and to ensure that

no mineral exploytation is permitted.
Tell them that you understand that the
Western Australian Government already
agrees in principle to the idea.

2) Ask them also to declare the whole
area of Shark Bay as a marine sanctuary
under similar management guidelines
proposed by the National Parks
Authority for Ningaloo Reef.

3) Send your replies to us.

—

The maximum fine for dangerous driving of a boat
is $1,000,.and the penalty for causing a collision is $10,000 fine or two years in gaol?

How many can

'S

(

OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND Martin Smith

At last the long weekend was here. Stuart and I travelled with Mario on the Friday night to
North Heads, north of Jurien Bay. Barry Kennedy had left the previous day to mark the track
and set up a base camp. The others were to arrive on Saturday. Barry had marked the site wel
and we arrived about 10.00pm.

First light Saturday morning we were up and about, eager to pick out some good diving sites.
The weather was perfect with light South East winds and smooth seas. Our campsite was 20metre
from the edge of a small reef inside a bay. We walked to the top of a small limestone cliff
overlooking the area and saw numerous reefs on which to dive, close in to shore.

After breakfast we launched Barry's boat and headed South to find a good dive spot. The
visibility was good, depth about 40feet, and lots of fish including some Baldchin Groper.

oy now Brian Walker, Neil Wilson.and Allan Blackwell had arrived and the next 2 hours were
spent erecting Brian's rather large tent.

In the afternoon we did a shore dive around the point on the hookah. Ian Cowan soon arrived
with his boat. That night we stoked up the fire and listened to Mario's music.

Next morning we launched Ian's boat and ventured out to chase some 'jewies'. Barry and his
divers picked out a nice spot inside the reef. Both dives were good with excellent visibility
but no fish. The afternoon we dived around the reefs near the shore. Mario did a spot of
rod fishing but was unsuccessful.

Well, that's about it. The weather set in on Monday morning and put an end to diving. A good

weekend was had by all. Thanks Ian for the use of your boat, and also to Barry for your boat
and hookah.

WHILE BACK IN PERTH.....

Julie-Anne Rumsey

Peter Horton kindly took Peter Mortimer, Brian Jury, and myself over to Rottnest on the Sunday
of the long weekend, in his boat.

. weather was pleasant, and the seas flat, so we headed out from Cockburn to Parker Point,
making the most of the conditions, and making it in double quick time! Parker Point proved
just as colourful as ever, with the visibility being better than we had seen for some time.

We decided to make our second dive on a reef just off the North of Garden Island, but the
poor visibility made it the shortest dive ever, and we returned to the boat to find an
alternative dive spot - where we could see!

We found just the spot West of Carnac Island. The visibility was good, and the scenery one of
holes and ledges - well worth the extra hassle of unkitting and kitting up, (although I admit
to being lazy and remaining kitted in the move). We had some good finds on this dive. I foun
a very nice Cowrie, a diving knife, and another piece of colourful coral for my collection.
Both Peter's found good Cowries and assorted shells.

Thankyou to Peter Horton for the trip - another good day's diving.
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MMERSION John Knight

Water is a much more hostile environment than
{r because of its thermal capacity and specific
eat., It takes a thousand times more heat to heat
ne volume of water than it does to heat a simil-
r volume of air. Water conducts heat 25 times
aster than air does. Seventy ome per cent of
he body volume is within an inch (oxr 2.5 cm) of
he skin, thus reducing the distance through
hich heat has to be transported to the outside
orld. This very adaptation for losing heat is
. danger to those of us who entertain ourselves
'y eubmerging. It is even more of a danger for
‘hose who involuntarily find themselves in the
rater. Very many of the deaths from drowning
:hat occur after aircraft land in the water, or
thips are sunk, are precipitated by hypothermia
nterfering with the ability of the person to
:hink or swim.

The body in contact with water which is
:older than itself, the normal situation, rapid-
ly loses heat to the surrounding water. This
zets up convection currents in the water which
nove the heated water away from the body, cold
vater moves in and the process starts again.

\dd to this small scale heat transfer the water
novement due to swimming movements and one can
see that this is a potential for very high heat
loss. In fact it is much better for the sub-
perged individual to avoid moving and huddle in
to a little ball, the so-called Heat Exchange
Lessening Posture (HELP) than to try and swim.
Lack of movement reduces heat loss considerably.

The factors governing heat loss are the
temperature of the water, the amount of heat
generated in the body and the amount of insulat-
ion to slow down heat loss from the body. If one
compares the heat losses of a thin person and a
fat person, both while sitting still in water
and swimming, one discovers that a thin person
cannot sustain the swimming without a large drop
in core temperature, while the fat person, thanks
to his insulation keeping heat in his core, can
maintain his body temperature, which is one of
the things that explains why long distance swim-
mers on the whole are well covered people.

The human body copes with cold by vasocon-
striction and increased heat output. When the
human body goes Iinto water, at first there is a
high rate of heat loss. This decreases as vaso-
constriction occurs. Then the rate of heat loss
decreases again as increased heat production
gta¥ta. The use of a wetsuit removes the first,
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steep part of the heat loss curve, and by increas-
ing the insulation around the person, allows more
afficient retention of the extra heat generated.
However, a wetsuit does not stop heat loss. It
merely reduces it.

Cold induced vasoconstriction affects both
the arterial and venous sides of the vascular
tree. This results in increased resistance,
causing a rise in blood pressure, and an increas-
ed venous return to the heat resulting ina larger
cardiac output which accentuates the rise inblood
pressure. Both systolic and diastolic pressures
rise in the immersed vasoconstricted human.

If the person has hypertension, this rf
in blood pressure can be extremely high. Tht
increased cardiac workload has been thought to
be responsible for a number of diving deaths in
those with the older age groups, that is the over
30s. This is based on American figures which do
gshow that as divers get older, the proportion of
definite cardiac deaths increases. Many of these
deaths occur at the end of the dive when the per-
son 18 on the surface of the water. They are not
drownings.

At the beginning of cold water immersion
experiments there is a rise in core temperature
because the shut down of limb circulation keeps
the warm blood in the core.

COLD INDUCED MALFUNCTIONS

The first symptoms of heat loss are feeling
cold, followed soon after by shivering. And then,

long before you have reached a dangerous temperature

at your core, there are the mental changes of
slowness of thought, slurred speech, with these
goes incoordination. Cold affects the transmis-
sion of nerve impulses down nerves, and also
affects the rate of contraction of muscles.|
combination results in malfunction and difffcwity
in fine movements, and as one grows colder, the
grosser movements get affected as well. Anyone
who has been exposed to low environmental temp=-
eratures knows that their fingers go numb, that
the sensation of touch 18 impaired and their
fine movements are soon impaired.

The early sigus of hypothermia are very
similar to those of the early signa of alcoholic
intoxication, a certain sense of well being and
ignoring the obvious problems around one. This
is a very dangerous situation for a diver. One
of my colleagues in Melbourn: went diving in
October some years ago. When he surfaced at the

-

end of the dive, he was unable to climb into the
boat. He had to be helped in. In his own words,
he was blue with cold, and yet he was not the
slightest bit upset that he was too weak toclimb
up into the boat, a thing he could normally do
quite easily. He has no real memory of this, all
he remembers is what his fricnds have told him.
He obviously had difficulty concentrating. He
did not progress through slurred speech, dis-
orientation and hallucinations to drowsiness and
coma.

Of course, somebody floating in a lifejacket
who gets cold enough to go unconscious will not
have the protective reflexes to avoid breathing
inf( Ner when a wave gets up and slaps him in
the  ice.

People who are becoming hypothermic often
stop swimming. They just quietly sink. History
is full of sad stories of wrecked sailors cling-
ing to the mast until one by one they lost their
grip and fell into the water. This is certainly
due to hypothermia, a hypothermic loss of muscu-
lar control, leading to falling into the water
and drowning. During the Second World War, many
men were found floating dead in their life jack-
ets. They had not drowned. Their lungs were per-
fectly normal. They had died from cold, from
loss of body heat.

On Arctic convoys from the UK to Murmansk,
the expectation of life for a downed fighter
pilot in his standard flying sult was less than
five minutes after he was in the water. They
were often still alive when they were pulled into
the escorting destroyer's whaler which reached
them in five minutes or less, but they died in
the boat on the way back to the destroyer. Those
that did survive always had to be helped up the
scrambling nets, they could not get themselves
u muscular power had gone from cold. The
intk uction of immersion suits that kept the
man's clothes dry dramatically changed the pilc-
ture. With the layer of dry clothing trapping
air between him and the survival suit, he could
live for half an hour or more without getting in-
to the situation that five minutes exposure had
given him before.

Under cold water it is necessary for insul-
ation to be applied to the head because the scalp,
unlike the rest of the body, does not have a cold
induced vasoconstriction. The head goes on los-
ing heat even though all the other surface ves-
sels are severely constricted. As the head is

some nine to ten per cent of the body surface
area, and a good half of this is scalp, there

is a large loss in heat from in the head. Mind
you, it i3 a lot more comfortable to go diving
without a hood, but in cold water it is very
sensible to wear one. Without a hood there is
only a very small distance between cold water
and the brain and the tissues are not efficient
insulation. So the brain cools locally as well
as being cooled by a cooler blood flow.

Cold induced mental change is the major
problem of incipient hypothermia for divers be-
cause once one's brain does not work properly,
one makes wrong decisionms.

Heat loss in a wet suited diver does not
stop when he gets out of the water. Most wet-
suits have nylon cloth on both sides of the
neoprene. The water trapped in outside cloth
will evaporate in the air currents that eddy
round the diver as the boat moves to the next
dive site. The heat for this evaporation comes
from the diver's body. So he will start the
second dive colder than he was when he finished
the first dive unless he takes his wetsuit off
and puts dry clothes on between the dives.

AFTER DROP

Once a drop in core temperature has occurred
the core temperature continues to drop after a
person is removed from the water and dried.’ When
wrapped up well and no longer losing heat the
core temperature continues to drop. It continues
even when active rewarming is started.

This after drop can be as much as 1°C. It
is due to the cold parts of the body draining
heat from the core as they warm up. Whatever
method of warming is employed this after drop
will occur.

PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

Hypothermia only occurs when heat loss ex-
ceeds heat gain. The most important treatment
is to prevent the occurrence of hypothermia. Not
staying underwater too long, not diving when
chilled and warming up thoroughly between dives
are simple, sensible things to do. Feeling warm
is no guarantee that your heat losses have been
replaced. The only way to be certain that heat
losses have been replaced is to start sweating.
This shows that the body needs to lose heat.

) \
oM SAOMS olNAL .

PAGE FIVE



NOV &4

UNDERWATER EXPLORERS

CLUB OF W.A. INC.

.E.C. NEWS

‘uooBeioog

juedsal) spiaiys ¢Z¢/ L Hun

‘WM 40 qniD s1aiojdx3 u1aiemuiapun
:18puasg

30021S0d 31vis

9619 vM

ITIIATI3N
3AV S1i0d 16
S3INOM 7

oypysry uiisom ¢

s L9YOHEM ON uonealjgngd g A1oBsie)
¢ 1s0d eljensny Aq paiaisibay

(NI V"M 40 8N10 SHIHOTdX3 HILYMHIANN)
) om0
z, SM3N 2'3'N







Page Eight UEC NEWS November 1984

that they would be more able to cope with the temperature variations that can oecur in a
tank. My main source was a small protected inlet in Shoalwater Bay near Rockingham. The
water is of wading depth for over 100 metres from the beach and is subject to substantial
temperature variations. I also collected a few specimens while diving around the Jervois
Bay groyne.

Collecting methods: My own methods were simple. I either hand collected the more sedentary
species while wading in the shallows, or in a couple of instances trapped fish in a net
while diving.

The latter method was unsatisfactory in one case where I had several small fish in the net
at the same time as sea urchins. By the time I had surfaced all the fish were dead,
presumably poisoned by the urchins. This was supported by subsequent information obtained
about toxins in sea urchins spines.

More satisfactory methods of collecting while diving are: Use clear plastic bags filled and
open one end. The fish can then be driven into the bag and sealed. A TV documentary showed
this method used with reasonable success by marine biologists in Queensland. Smaller
specimens can be caught with aids such as "slurp guns'. In principle they act like a bicycle
pump in reverse and consist of a large clear plastic tube partly open at one end and fitted
with a plunger and handle. The open end is placed as close as possible to the victim and the
handle withdrawn, sucking it inside the tube. The contents can then be expelled into a plastic
bag. Figure 2 shows the principle of a '"slurp gun'.

Other surface methods such as netting can be used but some damage can be expected to occur
to the animals and a substantial death rate may result.

.2.
| -
I I o =T

B ]

. 8A¢.

<

Figure 2 "Siurp Gun"

Transportation and handling: Minimum handling, gentle treatment and speed are the main
features of successful transportation of specimens.

Most sedentary forms can live for several hours in an ordinary bucket (with 1id) filled with
seawater, but in the case of fish this time should be dramatically reduced as they use up
oxygen rapidly. Also gentle handling is important as they may injure themselves on the walls
in panic. :

Another method of transporting fish, that I have seen, is to place them in a plastic bag (;~

half filled with water and then blown up with pure oxygen and sealed. This will cause a
greater oxygen content in the water and also reduce injury.

When placing animals in the tank ensure that the temperatures are similar or the shock may be
fatal. A simple method is to immerse the whole container in the tank until equilibrium is
reached and then release the animal.

NOMINATIONS

PETER HARDING KAREN POLLICH

Tuesday nights have been selected as the meeting night for all those who are interested in a
workout at Beatty Park pool each week.

To get in shape you can do laps of the pool, swim underwater, or duckdive to the bottom of the
5m pool.

Bring wetsuit, flippers, and mask.
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DIVING REPORT Martin Smith

The dive on the 29th October,was to be off Dwyer Island at '"Rotto''. A pleasant day was forcast
and we had eleven divers onboard ready to brave the elements of the deep. On anchoring over

a suitable spot, Peter Mortimer, (Diver OC), organised his divers, and then it was on for young
and old. One not so old person in Ian Cowan did the unforgivable. He forgot his diwing gear
which meant I (myself skipper), could go for a dive. What a shame. Quite a good dive, some
nice caves, and a couple of good drop-offs.

Well at the end of the dive we have the problem of people surfacing too far from the boat and
also down current. Again I ask divers to either buy a compass and we can run a navigation
course if they are not sure of how to use it correctly, or each diver will be instructed to tow
a personal diving flag.

On the second dive we attempted to find the "Lady Elizabeth'", but had no success so we did a
",ggve on nearby reefs,
.ack at Fremantle we were boarded by the Marine and Harbour Police. They asked how much we
charged for a boat trip and checked the vessel for safety gear. The current system of payment
for boat trips is illegal. As from now all boat trips are free to all club members. No fee
will be charged for the use of the club boat.
Recommendation: That all boat trips are free to all club members. No fee will be charged for
the use of the club boat. Members willing to participate in club diving activities will be asked

to donate a nominal sum of money to the running, maintenance, and constant upgrading of the
clubrooms and equipment.

DID YOU KNOW?

...That each cubic mile of seawater is estimated to contain $5 billion worth of dissolved
chemicals?

...That all magnesium produced by the United States today comes from the ocean?

WRECK FINDERS John Paskulich

The WA Museum is compiling an "honour board' of WA wreck finders. They have reasonably accurate
records from the early 1970's, but information on prior discoveries is scarce.

In response to a circular I put out, I've received a letter from an old UEC member, Eric
Christiensen, giving details of selected wrecks.

(;‘>)Below is an extract from his letter. If any other older members can add to it, we would be
pleased to hear from you.

CENTAUR. .. USFA or the Blue Water Wanderers, a reader of the West Australian
Newspapers, Jack Curnow may be able to supply further information.

JAMES SERVICE... Reg Evans, Hugh Edwards, & Harold Roberts, searched the area after
reports by local fishermen. Wreck found by this party.

CARLISLE CASTLE... Harold Roberts, Lynne Jones, and a party from Albany. Joe Caslehow &
Vic Moir included. Party searched from the "Huntress". Wreck found.

ZEDORA. .. Hugh Edwards found this wreck in mistake for the "Lancier"”.

ULIDIA... UEC party comprising Harold Roberts, Albert Ottey', Lynne Jones, & Reg
Evans. Others were in the party, names forgotten.

LADY ELIZABETH... Barry Martin, now deceased, others involved but not known.

MACEDON. .. Tom Snyder, now deceased. Ron Gray and Terry Sullivan also believed to

be involved.

CITY OF YORK... UEC members found and positioned the wreck. The party went on the
"Burbler”, Reg Evans boat.
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IT'S WATCHING YOU R.L.Forward

We share this planet with a form of intelligence so foreign, so completely lacking in
mammalian attributes that it might have risen from the pages of a bad science fiction. Yet
this highly intelligent creature lives and thinks foreign thoughts as it watches us float
past it's hidden lair. Almost every time we go for a dive - the alien in our sea is...the
octopus.

Starting as a lowly clam, the octopus shed it's protective shell and ventured out into an
evolutionary gauntlet that whipped it into a highly intelligent shape. Like it's mollusc
relative, the squid, the octopus has imaging eyes, sophisticated manipulators, and a large
brain.

The evolution of intelligence in molluscs happened independent of the rise of the vertebrate
brain, and yet the two seperate developments of intelligence on Earth produced many similar
characteristics - flexible limbs, a centralized brain, and eyes with lenses.

There are however, some interesting differences. We have four articulated limbs, octopuses

have eight flexible ones; our brain, like that of every vertebrate, is a two lobed mass of nerve
cells perched above the mouth, but the brain of an octopus is a five-lobed ring of nerve cells
around the oesophagus, behind the mouth. The circulatory system of an octopus has three pumps
pushing a green copper compound, our two-lobed pump pushes a red iron compound. These features
make the octopus seem even more alien, though we have shared this planet since primeval times.

To some, the octopus is a devil fish or sailor-killing monster. Yet it has a '"rightness"

when seen in it's own environment. Tiptoeing across the sands on curled legs, gliding acress
rock-strewn seabeds, it's undulating flesh automatically follows the grooves and ridges of the
ocean floor. But when propelling itself at high speed through the open water, the flexible
body reconfigurates into a smoothly curved, ideally hydrodynamic shape.

The octopus gave up the security of a hard protective shell for the independence of motion,
running instead of hiding. In the process it developed a brain that far outstrips those of the
immobile oysters and clams. The soft, unprotected flesh of the octopus is all too vulnerable,
especially in an ocean inhabited by voracious toothed sharks.

However, to eat an octopus, you must first catch it, and there is no better expert in
camourflage and escape. It can change it's shape, it's form, it's surface texture, even it's
colour, to elude the notice of predators and divers. When all else fails, it can squeeze it's
amorphous body into the tiniest hiding place. An untrained diver can pass a dozen octopuses
without knowing they are there. It takes an experienced eye to distinguish them from the rocks
and weed and branches of coral. The remarkable camourflage of the octopus is largely due to
two types of colour cells, called chromatophores. The darker ones produce browns and reds, the
lighter produce oranges and yellows. An adult has several million such cells, more than 100 °
cells per square millimetre of skin. When an octopus is moving, it's colour pattern flows in
the direction opposite to it's motion. Even when fleeing to safety the octopus appears to be
stationary - an optical illusion.

The texture of the animal's skin is also controlled independently of colour. Muscles working
on small portions of skin can make it smooth or bristle it up in an extreme case of gooseflesh
that simulates a sandy surface.

The creature's astounding ability to mimic it's surroundings indicates that the brain exerts a
high level of control over body functions.

Octopus intelligence has not been extensively investigated, but a few experiments have found

that even smaller members of the species are capable of rapid learning. In one experiment a
fishbowl filled with water and containing a crayfish was sealed with a cork and placed near an
octopus. The octopus spent a long time probing the container's smooth sides and rough top, after

The Inhabitants
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of selected corals, invertebrates and fish are kept in the same tank and only simple aeration
is used. It appears that the inhabitants complement each other and dispose of wastes before
they become toxic. This method has been imitated by other hobbyists with results ranging
from highly successful to disatrous. It is not recommended to the beginner.

Sterile System. Aims to keep the water as free as possible from diseases and toxic chemicals
produced by decaying waste.

Synthetic seawater is essential. Constant coarse and fine filtration is employed as well

as chemical absorbers. Sophisticated methods like UV light sterilisers may also be used. All
components are regularly removed and washed to prevent build up of algae. The water quality
is ideal for sensitive species, but filter feeders or detritus eaters could not survive.

Aesthetically, they often appear 'sterile' as well,
Mixed System. Employs a 'biological filter' and for most hobbyists is the preferred system.

The water is constantly passed through a coarse filter which may be under the sand or
external to the tank. Bacteria, mentioned previously, develop in the filter material.
Organic particles are trapped in the filter, attacked by the bacteria and progressively
reduced to harmless products as described by the nitrogen cycle. The filter bed should not
be disturbed until it is clogged and then only partly replaced to ensure viability of the
bacteria.

Figure 1 shows the principle of a sub sand biological filter. In this case, the sand serves

as part of the filter.
/-\A

WATEA, . Water circulated by air driven pump.
\)7 Waste is trapped in the sand and sponge
and is broken down by -bacteria.

Fig. 1.
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The tank should be allowed to reach equilibrium in the nitrogen kycle before it is stocked.

Care must be taken to select compatible species. For example carnivores may prey on small
fish, certain pufferfish release poison fatal to other species. Anemones have been known
to blind inquisitive fish that have ventured too close.

Overcrowding must be avoided. A rule of thumb is 1" of fish to 2 gallons of water (25mm to
10 litres). A typical 90 litre tank could contain 9 - 10 small fish or 4 - 5 50mm
specimens.

Feeding. Generally fish and invertebrates can be divided into carnivores or browsers.
Another rule of thumb is that if a fish has a small mouth it is a browser, allarge mouth
indicates a carnivore.

Algae growth should be encouraged if browsers are kept. The diet for meat eaters should be
varied as experience has shown that loss of condition is common if only one type of food is
provided. A range of commercially produced dry food is available. Live food such as :
mosquito wrigglers and brine shrimp is also recommended.

Disease. Many diseases exist and can usually be controlled by proprietary medicines. Traces
of copper in the water are considered beneficial to fish for reducing infection but at the
same time are toxic to molluscs. An excellent reference on diseases is contained in "The
Marine Aquarium in Theory and Practise'" by CW Emmens, and available from the library in the
South Fremantle Tech. College Annexe,

Collecting Specimens

1 Sources: I considered it best to collect specimens from shallow, protected water, assuming
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BASIC THEORY OF MARINE AQUARIUMS John Paskulich

The following article is made up of extracts from a recent project I did, as part of my studies
in Marine Biology at the South Fremantle Tech.

Since a number of our members actually like looking at fish rather that only shooting them, I
thought an article on marine aquariums is appropriate.

The Tank

1 It should be as large as possible. Ideally greater than 90 litres. Smaller tanks require
greater attention to ambient temperature and filtration and severely limit the number of fish
that can be kept.

2 Construction should be all glass. Metal frames are prone to corrosion from salt water. Other
materials such as fibreglass should be carefully tested as they may leach toxins. (T‘v

3 A lid is recommended to reduce evaporation.
4 Llighting. Indirect sunlight or flourescent is required for a minimum of 12 hours per day.
S Water temperature. Tropical - 25 to 30 degrees C.
'Cool water' - 15 to 20 degrees C.
Tropical temperatures are achieved by thermostatically controlled tank heaters. In the other
case, the tank should be located in a cool part of the house, out of the direct sunlight.
The Water
1 Salt content should be between 3.3% and 3.8%.
PH should be around 8.2%.

SG should be 1.025 at 20 degrees C.

SN

Oxygen content should exceed 6 ppm. The amount of dissolved oxygen in water is a product of
water temperature, surface area and water movement at the surface. Aeration (bubbling), does
not directly introduce oxygen into the water but creates surface movement and a cycling
action.

5 Synthetic seawater. It is difficult to exactly duplicate the composition of seawater in the
home but a number of manufacturers now market various mixes that will perform satisfactorily.
The main advantages of artificial mixtures are, they overcome the supply and transport
problems of seawater and also do not contain unwanted organisms or diseases.

6 Natural seawater. If collected from an unpolluted source, it is the best choice, but, even so,
problems exist.
Micro-organisms such as algae, are present. These die soon after the water is collected an
encourage a massive bacteria bloom that will cause havoc among the tank's inhabitants. A
new tank will take some time before it reaches equilibrium. Refer to the following section
'Nitrogen Cycle' for details. Experiments by one author showed that tanks, deliberately
overcrowded with fish, and containing natural seawater had a much lower attrition rate than
similar set ups containing sythetic mixes. No explanation was offered as to why this
happened.

The Nitrogen Cycle

When a new tank is set up, the nitrogen cycle commences. Decaying organic material causes rapid
ammonia production. This encourages the development of bacteria such as NITROSOMONAS. These

in turn convert the ammonia to nitrous acid and nitrites. Both toxic to fish. Other bacteria
such as NITROBACTAR then develop and convert these products to nitric acid and nitrates which are
relatively safe. When all these bacteria are established, the tank will reach equilibrium.

The resulting nitric acid levels can be controlled by adding calcium carbonate in the form of
shells and coral fragments to the tank. Nitrates serve as food for algae and as such can be
controlled.

Filtration Methods

1 Natural System. Developed in Indonesia, this system uses no mechanical aids. A combination
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which it returned to it's lair in irridescent frustration. After a while it left it's hole,
unhesitatingly wrapped three tentacles around the bowl, one around the cork and pulled. The
cork floated to the surface and the octopus got the crayfish. In similar experiments, the
octopuses have ultimately solved the mysteries of a screw top on a jar.

If small octopuses can demonstrate such intelligence, what could a giant deep sea squid achieve
An octopus is a very quick learner. In one experiment, the researchers lowered a black disc
into a tank. The octopus touched it and was immediately rewarded with a piece of fish. Then

a white disc was placed in the tank. This time the octopus received a mild electric shock and
withdrew in indignation. When the black disc was again placed in the tank, the octopus came
out, touched it without hesitation, and received it's reward. But when the white disc was
lowered into the tank the second time, the octopus looked at it, began to extend it's tentacles
and then declined. The speed of learning in this situation again reveals an intelligence of
higher order.

The octopus has excellent vision. It's eyes are the equal of all the higher vertebrates',
including mans'. Though they developed seperately, there is a remarkable degree of similarity
between their eyes and ours. Both have lids, irises, crystalline lenses, and retinas.

The arms of an octopus are much more wersatile than the human arm and hand. An octopus eats
a crab by making one crack in the shell, then inserting it's tentacles to pull out the meat.
The tips can reach into the smallest portions of a lobster's leg and the pieces of meat are
carried from sucker disc to sucker disc, all the way back to the mouth at the juncture of the
arms.

The octopus's sense of touch is more developed than ours, which is based only on pressure. The
octopus sees and smells with it's skin covering it's tentacles. With the touch of a tentacle
tip, the shape, texture, smell, and chemical composition of an object all become immediately
apparent.

Once an octopus gets to know a person and has overcome it's natural fear, it likes to be petted
Any handling, however, has to be done gently. The large ones are especially fragile.

For a spineless creature the octopus has been remarkably daring. After discarding it's shell
it became a predator - not a prey.. It walks, it swims, and jets above the ocean floor like an
underwater superman. It's intelligence is demonstrably worth attention.

Could it be that octopuses are so foreign, so alien, that we are not intelligent enough to
evaluate them?

EDITOR'S NOTE: Before petting an octopus, make sure it is not a small blue ringed octopus, or

N giant deep sea squid. Both are dangerous.

EDITORIAL

Recent tragedies in the diving world point strondly to the fact that the buddy system is an
absolutely essential procedure which must be followed on every dive.

It must be understood that no diver, regardless of ability or experience should go on a dive
alone, but should be accompanied by another diver who has acknowledged and accepted the
responsibility for the other's safety under any circumstances requiring mutual assistance.

For the buddy system to be effective you must observe a strict diver distance range which must
not exceed 3 metres, even with good visibility. Greater distance reduces the chances of
rendering immediate assistance in an emergency situation.

Mutual protection and responsibility must be accepted, each other's ability discussed, the type

of activity and signals to be used agreed on, and finally, make yourself familiar with each
other's gear.
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DIVING WITH A CHIP ON YQOUR WRIST Tibi Csomay

The transistor, with it's compact size, low power requirement and high reliability, is gradually
working itself into the sports divers world.

If you leaf through the latest diving magazines you will find several advertisements for computer
ized diving aides. Some look and function like a watch on the surface, others you strap on your
wrist when you dive, and yet another which is on the back of a combination of gauges.

Let's look at the combo first. On one side you have a contents gauge to 4000PSI, a sapphire-
jewelldd depth gauge to 240 feet, and a rare earth samarium cobact compass.

Holding it in front of you as you dive, you can tell the direction in which you are swimming,
how deep you are and how much air you have left.

Not bad... but there is more, turn it over and there is a digital dive timer which automatically
tracks your bottom time, surface interval and number of dives. And... just in case you lost your
knife, a razor sharp survival knife has been attached to it to help cut your way out of troubl

You should have a dive watch when you dive. Better still you should have a small micro-computedl
which combines the features of a sophisticated watch with an automatic dive timer.

It looks like any digital watch but the resemblance ends there. Descending below 4 feet the
watch automatically records and displays the current bottom time. When returning to the surface
the watch starts to record and display surface interval. The watch can store seven bottom times
and intervals in it's memory log for recall any time. On the surface the watch function displays
time of day, day of week, and date with alarm, stopwatch, and backlight. Underwater, touch the
mode button to read the time of day. The time display will remain for five seconds before
changing back to display your current bottom time. The stop watch can be used underwater while
your bottom time continues to be recorded. What's more, it is water resistant to 330 feet, even
if you aren't.

There is another type available, not in the shape of a watch, more like a small packet of
cigarettes. It continually measures the uptake and discharge of nitrogen as well as tells you
the remaining no-decompression time with credit for the shallow part of the dive. It records
maximum depth, bottom and surface interval time as well.

If you like your arm to look like a christmas tree and light up as well this next one is for you.
The makers discribe it as a wrist computer. It tells you at a glance your actual depth and
maximum depth you have been to. It shows your lapsed dive time, it warns you when you come near
your no-stop limit, tells you if decompression stop is required with the time for the stop and
at what depth. If you do decompress, it has a decompression countdown. If you are coming up
too fast, it has an ascent rate warning. On tép it records surface interval and desaturation
time, and shows your ascent time.

The high intensity liquid crystal display ensures visibility on night dives or in murky water.
Unlike the others it displays six different types of information at once.

Unfortuneately, none of the above are available here. But I had a look at one¥in a Stirling
Highway dive shop. It is similar to the combo described before, but with the digital display
actually built into the depth gauge.

The depth gauge is to 200 feet. The needl@® showing your actual depth pushes a slave needle
to your maximum depth where it remains until reset after each dive.

The digital functions are bottom time, number of dives and surface interval displayed in a small
oblong window in the face of the depth gauge. It is automatic and prior to your dive the display
is blank. It activates when your depth exceeds 10 feet and immediately starts to record your
bottom time and tells you that it is your first dive. Upon ascending to five feet or less the
bottom time freezes and the surface timer is activated and continues until your next dive. If
you remain on the surface for less than 10 minutes and dive again the frozen bottom time will
continue to count again from where it let off.

If you remain on the surface for 10 minutes or more {up to 12 hours) before your next dive, and
dive again, the bottom timer will zero and restart recording the bottom time of the second dive.
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After your last dive, the digital display will record your surface time for 12 hours after which
the display will clear and the unit shuts down.

There is a variation to the above unit where the digital display is built into a watch which
looks like a wristwatch but has no watch function.

These transistorised dive timers sound very tempting and if you have plenty of money some of them
are available to buy..... but you have to remember one thing,it-doesn't matter how many gadgets
you have, the safety of yourself and your buddy is still up to you.

PRESIDENTS REPORT Richard Bone

Hi!

The crayfishing season is open soon, and the weather is getting good for diving.

For those of you that enjoy the taste of a good crayfish, the season is opening on the 15th of
November and I am certain that many club members will be keen to participate.

The diving season is just getting started. The boat is going out every weekend, so get in and
do some diving.

See you at the next meeting.

TRAINING Barry Kennedy

As you know, we are currently a non-training club. This situation came about despite my
opposition to it as Training Officer.

What I am afraid of now is dwindling membership in a club which becomes stagnant with the same
old members. What is needed, is a continuous flow of new blood into the membership. Training
our own divers provides this and more, it also produces a club activity in which members can

become involved. Also, training divers is a tradition in this club, which spans three decades.

Did you know, in the early days of SCUBA diving in this state, the UEC was the only qualifying
body? Divers who needed workers compensation, I believe, had to have a UEC ticket. Even police
divers were trained by the UEC. What a shame to bring all this to an end simply because of a
few minor problems. I for one, would like to see our training programme continue, I shall
certainly work towards this end, all I need is a little support. Should we continue our

train@ng, there would be some small changes, such as more pool work and more use of the club
boat in our training programme.

Now to move on to another subject which has won my approval, an excellent idea which has come up
before, but for some obscure reason has never been implemented, and that is

Changing our AGM from the middle of Winter to sometime in January.

The benefits of this change are obvious, by January we have many more active divers to contest
the positions in the committee, also collecting our annual dues should be much easier, as most
members are active in the club at this time of year. Most people seem to have other interests
through the Winter months, and it's not until about January each year when we begin to have a

full roll call again. I can see only good things to come from this change. Any improvements
that can be made, should be made!

STOP_PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...

One UEC member rec?ntly scored top points for a Wood duck of the year award. He was so keen
for a day's good diving that he left all his diving gear in the car on the Fremantle jetty!

All divers on-board that day agree that you make an excellent deck hand
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TEST YOURSELF

K A N C R A Y F 1
L 0 P C 0 W R I
p C I L Z A T A N
L 0 §$ A I R S§ A P
H H S N 0 R K E L
S 0 E S H A R K L
I t R D J 6 F A 0
F 0O M A T S N E C
N H C X D 6 C A t
c m C ® I I Vv 1 A
Il @ E § A E O M N
L Y D U B T T U

S H S A
E D Fon
K E E O
R G E P
S U R T ('’
LA Y K
E 6 L ¢
C P W E
F S 0 R
I K L W
N B S 0
S T E W

THE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING CLUES CAN ALL BE FOUND IN THE

ABOVE ARRAY OF LETTERS.

CLUE: ALL ANSWERS RELATE TO DIVING...AND MAY BE FOUND WRITTEN
HORIZONTALLY, VERTICALLY, BACKWARDS, OR DIAGONALLY.

We breathe it 20
A 'mo no" before diving 21
A common type of shell 22
An important system 23
They help us move faster 24

Interesting as long as you have light 25§
It contains a valve

A predator

To work it must be tumec\ on

10 Type of fish...and a boat

11 A necessity before firing

12 Qurs

I3 A magnet for divers

14 Another world

15 The season is almost here

16 Boats should have these

17 Tells you the pressure or depth
18 A chamber no diver wishes to see
19 Atmospheres

Woo DU S AN

-—

How to ascend (;_
Basic equipment for breathing

Every dive should have one

Hold secrets and history

Divers' language

Standard dress for divers

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
UEC MEMBERS,
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FIVE FATHOM BANK DIVE Pam Goodridge

Well, hi everybody, it's Pam Goodridge here. I haven't written for quite a while - you could

say Julie persuaded me. My day started off at 6.00am getting my hubby off to work and then

leaving little reminder notes for my children, which they almost ignored. I wasn't feeling

too special as it was the morning after the night before, but the weather looked promising

so I told myself I could have a sleep on the way home in the boat. The boat left at 8.20am,

later than usual and I was the culprit, I checked my borrowed tank and found it was empty so

had to dash to the nearest Dive Shop to get it filled up - it pays to check sometimes. After
lifting me on board - the boat is a long way down - we started down the river and a Harbour

and Lights boat stopped us to check Lifejackets and Registration, but two minutes later we were

on our way again, it was very pleasing to note that they were checking everybody, perhaps they

could check them on the way home and do breathalizer tests - we might have some dangerous people
€f the water?

After a discussion we decided to go to the Five Fathom Bank as the weather was perfect for this
area. Peter had a good talk to us before we went in on how not to get too far away from the
boat and to use a compass if possible. What a lovely dive, it was 17 - 21m deep and 30m
visibility, not much current or swell. There was an abundance of fish - Banded Sweep, Dhufish,
Wrasse, to name just a few. We also saw numerous Western Gregory who were very keen to defend
their territories to the extent of trying to bite us. It was good country, holes, caves, nooks
and crannies extremely interesting with lots of places to look into. I was well looked after by
my two buddies and we ended up right back at the anchor rope without having to go up top to
check.

The second dive was off Carnac Island just as good in it's own way, 6 - 10m deep, the visibility
was only about 7m, there was a lot more swell but quite comfortable diving, the fish were mainly
smaller but the terrain was just as interesting as the previous dive.

Then back to Carnac Island for lunch. We went into a bay and everybody but Tibi and I went for
a walk on the Island. I wasn't too happy about the Tiger Snakes so I got a nice tan instead
while Tibi looked after the boat. Then that was it for the day, we got back about 3.00pm after
a smooth trip back on the boat. What a lovely day it had been.

FROGMEN OF Ww2 Tibi Csomay

In 1944 German Navy swimmers were training near Venice, experimenting with underwater equipment
copied from the Italians.

r October 1944 the British forces had advanced beyond the Waal River. Their front line was
spread over two bridges at Nijmengen. It was essential for the Germans to have these two
bridges destroyed. They couldn't do it with planes, the RAF and the ground defences were too
strong, but they possibly could do it using the river. The Waal River flowed from German
held territory through British lines and out again into German held area. The plan was to float
explosives down the river, attach them to the bridges and blow them up.

The frogmen had to swim approximately 20 kilometxes, with the assistance of the strong current.
Twelve divers entered the water towing six high explosive charges roped together in pairs. On
arriving at the bridges the charges were sunk and tied to the bottom of the piers. The frogmen:

set the delayed fuses and drifted away.

Pre-arranged coloured rockets fired inside German lines told them when it was safe to leave the
river.

They were captured by a Dutch underground patrol and two divers were shot trying to escape.

Four of the charges blew up, wrecking one span on one bridge and badly damaging the other.
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Dear Member:

In response to the ex-President's resignation letter, the Committee of Management would like to
point out that the letter was out of order, misleading, and purely a personal opinion.

The Editor and Committee had no prior knowledge of the letter being sent to all members except
the Committee.

Committee of Management

A _COMMENT, by BARRY KENNEDY.

1 would like to say a few worus on Richards resignation letter, I hope that
this type of propaganda can be avoided in future,

1 woula like to suggest that all articles to the magazine and all added notes,
papers and letters sould pe consigned through the normal channels and so come
under the scrutiny of the wagazine Bditor before publication,

If nothing else; Richard has shown us & prime example of unethical oehaviour,
with his deceptive half-truths and deliberately missleading statements.

However the members of tnis club will soon have the opportunity of deciding these
issues in the proper manner,
W

REMINDERS...

General Meeting on the 17th December.
Special General Meeting on the 18th December.

Please make the effort to attend as only by attending can you have a share in the say of how
our club runs. Remember that this is ours and your club, and to remain as such, needs the
support of members.

P o e e i ]

BOAT TRIPS

with warmer weather conditions, many divers are coming out of the woodwork, and as such the
boat is getting more divers each weekend. Clean the cobwebs off your tanks, mothballs out of
your wetsuits and ring Martin on 458 2224 to book your place on the boat.

TRAINING REPCRT, Barry Kennedy.

The current course we are running for olind students is progressing well,
John has this in hand ana is doing an exellent Jjob.

People are showing a great deal of interest in this project, ( we have more
qualified Instructors than students,)

Wwe have a lot of people helping us with it and I would like to extend my
thanks to all of them. for their interest and time,

The video project.

1 still need people with video cameras to offer their services, but I feel
this may have to wait until our current problems have been solved to the
satisfaction of the Mewbers of this Club,
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SHARK HUNTING

With the precision of a surgeon, Vic Ley moved in towards his target. The visibility was down
to less than two metres. But the dark shape of a grey nurse shark could be seen through the
clouded sea. Slipping the safety latch off his speargun, Ley glided towards the fish and then
cautiously placed the tip of the spear at the shark's pectoral fin. The next few seconds saw
all sorts of mayhem as the fish became aware it had been snared by the spear. It swam blindly
in circles becoming trapped by the line which was attached to both the spear and a boat 20m
above on the surface.

The exercise was not one of shark killing. Instead it was all part of an attempt where man
could learn more about the lives and habitats of sharks. Vic Ley could only be described as a
master diver with more than 20 years experience. He works out of Port Macquarie and catches
sharks for the locally based King Neptune Park. With the park's owner Syd Murphy, Ley has been
atching sharks for a two-fold purpose. He wants to prove a theory that the nurse is not a
21ler. Ley also wants non-diving members of the public to see and enjoy the grace and splender
of the fish.

Regarded as one of Australia's leading divers, Ley has no hesitation in swimming and playing
with the grey nurse. He operates on one theory: '"The grey nurse is not a killer like many
believe. I think this is because many people are wrongly informed about sharks." In the

hope of getting the facts straight about sharks, Murphy and Ley plan on establishing one of the
biggest collections of live sharks in Australia. "This way we will be able to educate people
about the real habits of sharks."

Ley has a number of favourite spots on the mid-NSW North Coast which he uses as his shark
hunting ground. With many shark gutters running along the coast, he can normally find his
targets sleeping in the rock walled cavens (sic). Using a hooker (sic) he storks (sic) the
gutters in the hope of not disturbing the sleeping fish. While on some occassions there may
only be one fish in a particular gutter, other trips can provide as many as 20 resting sharks.
Once a likely contender is found Ley moves in. He will make the hit and then clear the area
as soon as possible. A watch is kept over the target to ensure it does not become trapped or
fouled. After the fish settles down it is pulled towards the waiting craft on the surface.
When the landing is completed the shark is kept in a small tank until the boat arrives back at
Port Macquarie. ''We then transfer the fish directly to our shark tank so that a settling down
process can begin," says Ley. He will also enter the tank and attempt to feed the shark
straight off. This period is the most crucial according to both Ley and Murphy because if the
fish does not settle, then survival can almost be forgotten about. Even though fearsome in
appearance the shark displays a docile and friendly manner when placed in the tank for the first

time. 'We just wish more people would realise, understand and form a new impression of this
eature,'" says Ley.

A sad fact is the grey nurse is rapidly heading towards extinction. Ley and Murphy agree that
breeding sharks in captivity would be an almost impossible task. 'What we would like to achieve
is the education of people who may work towards having the grey nurse protected in some way. "
Many of the fish are being slaughtered mainly because people think the grey nurse is a man-eater

Ron and Val Taylor have recognised the plight of the shark and made a movie labelling the grey

nurse the "Vanishing Species". The couple fear the threat to the shark's future far more than
the shark's threat to their own lives while scuba diving. Vic believes the horror stigma which
has been attached to sharks will never be totally removed. "At least we know many people will

change their opinions of sharks when they learn the true habits of the fish." He just hopes
the message gets across before it's too late and the grey nurse is lost forever.

(Article by John Freer, taken from Skindiving in
Australia and the South Pacific.)
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DIVE FOR CRAYFISH...... FAILED Julie-Anne Rumsey

On the 24th November I went on a private boat to dive the waters south of Carnac Island in the
search for the divers' delight - Crayfish. My buddy and I were both uised to diving off large
boats (luxury), and took a while longer to get ready in the relatively smaller boat, with the
added hindrance (sorry Dad and Uncle Les) of two non-divers who tried their best to associate
names of articles that we divers know down pat... eg 'No, that is not the BC - that is the
regulator, the BC is that bright orange thing with Moray on it."

In fairly choppy water we eventually sank greatfully to the bottom, ignoring the request to
surface every 15 minutes so that we could tell anxious diver-helpers that we were OK. The spot
proved an excellent dive spot with many ledges and holes - all abundant with of-size crays.
Depth was only 6metres and we spent a marvellous hour and fifteen minutes groping into the

holes to try and catch at least one cray. We failed in our quest, much to our embarrassment 1

we had assured the "elders" of a night's feed. My find of a rather nice Cowrie did not seem
much of a substitute, especially when we surfaced to find both people on board suffering badly
from sea sickness!

My buddy and I learnt one thing about crayfishing - you don't promise anyone anything. Just say
you'll bring back a cray if there are any about.and that you are going for the scenery. In this
way you can then say that 'No there weren't any crays, but you should have seen the scenery",
(even if it was woeful), thus saving a red face and the title "Crayfisherman Diver...FAILED!"

A R A Rt S S

MUTLEY A report from Germany

Thick, soft fur, intelligent eyes under bushy eyebrows: that is "Mutley"”, the only dog in the
world that can dive.

"I did not have to teach him", said Gene Alba, the owner of the dog. "It came naturally. As T
swam out to sea for a dive one day, Mutley followed. As I dived below the surface I noticed
him following me. That gave me the idea.”

The 28 year old student made a diving outfit for his dog. Mutley sat beside him with his tail

wagging while he was putting it together. On the first try he enjoyed scuba diving so much
that he did not want to leave the water.

Mutley now has a wetsuit, buoyancy vest, small tank of air, and a plastic bubble space helmet.
The helmet is fitted with a twin hose regulator. Mr Albas's scuba feed for his buoyancy vest
has a tee piece built into it and the dog's buoyancy vest is connected to it.

'
Mutley and his owner can dive for a maximum of 20 minutes. (*—’

Pictures of the dog diving can be seen at our club rooms.

MAGNETIC FISH

Next time you go diving leave your speargun at home and take a magnet instead. Joseph Kirshwink
and Andrew Dizon of the National Marine Fisheries Service in La Jolla, California, dissected
tissue and organ samples from three, one year old yellow fin tuma, and analysed them for the
presence of magnetic properties. Two samples had magnetic properties, they were of frontal

and dermethmoid bones, both parts of the fish scull. X-Ray diffraction revealed that the
magnetic material in the samples was magnetite. The site of the magnetite deposits, the

ethmoid region of the scull, was also innervated by the supraophthalmic trunk nerve, which
suggests that it is a likely site for a vertebrate magnetic sense organ.

This points to the fact that fish, just 1like migrating birds, can navigate using variations
in the Earth magnetic field.
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ROTTNEST FERRY CARPARK Julie-Anne Rumsey

Recently, a club member returned to his car after diving to find that one of his car windows
was broken and the car cassette/radio, assorted cassettes, clothing, coin money, and other
personal items stolen.

The Fremantle Police have received quite a few similar reports over the last two weeks of thefts
at this carpark, and have stepped up patrols of the area accordingly.

The Police cannot be in the area all the time, and to ensure that your days diving is not spoilt
on your return, the following precautions should be taken:

- Lock your car.
- Make sure gear is attended at all times.

(’*- Don't leave valuables in the car.

Tempting items such as handbags, briefcases, and suchlike should not be left in the car, or
at least should be hidden from view.

Also, it is worth noting that parking is charged at the rate of $1.00 per day, Sundays included.
Tickets should be purchased from the ticket machines and displayed on the dashboard. Parking
Officers also patrol the area and will impose parking tickets ($7.00 fine) on cars illegally
parked.

CALLING ANY POTENTIAL WRITERS

The Editor and Typist would be more than happy (ecstatic morelike) to receive articles,
anecdotes, cartoons, ideas, etc... etc... to put into the magazine. I'm sure that there are
some club members who have hidden talents that they could provide to ease the burden of
delving into magazines and marine books to print the magazine each month. You would even be
forgiven for submitting an article on a dive you have done away from the club!! Anonymous
submittances are acceptable...... censored by the Editor!

Did you know that black fishnet stockings are back in vogue?
One club member is well in the know about the latest fashion trends, and wears his under his

overalls! Should we believe his protests that they are ideal for prawning and catching fish?...
on a river cruise?

GEAR TALK T

When was the last time you pulled the boot off your tank?

Do you come home from a dive, hose the salt water off your tank and stack it in the garage until
next time?

Didn't you know that sand trapped between the boot and the tank will scratch the paint, moisture
especially salt or pool water will get under and corrode the tank?

After the next dive, pull the boot off your tank, wash both, and allow to dry before you put
the boot back.

When was the last time you had your tank tested? Remember that tanks need annual tests and
need to be stamped for certification of soundness. Dive shops will not supply air to tanks
out of testing - very embarrassing to receive a red sticker! It is also a good idea to have
regulators tested at the same time - by a gqualified person.

NOMINATION

Dennis R. Stubberfield: Unit 37/12 Wall Street, MAYLANDS



2500 PLOPLE D1ED IN A POISON GAS LEAK FROM

4 PeSTICIDE FACTORY IN BHOPAL INDIA,COULL IT

HAPPEN HERE®

here are 5000 different chemicals in common use in

Australia and more than 70000 available on the
world market. About 100 or so new chemicals are
brought into use in Australia each year.

These are startling figures and in them rests a deep-
seated implication for the en-
vironmental future of Australia.

Housewives, farmers and workers in
factories, shops and offices need to
become more aware of the effects on
health and the environment of the in-
creasing range of chemicals available
in  Australia, the NSCA Federal
President, Mr Clive W. Peterson said
recently.

““People generally have insufficient
regard for the hazards associated with many chemicals
in everyday use despite warnings printed on the
labels”, he said.

“They become too familiar with hazardous chemicals
used for cleaning purposes, for example, and careless in
the use, storage and safe handling of them. The long-term
effects of many of the new chemicals brought into use in
Australia each year are unknown.”

While chemicals confer many benefits on the
community when properly used they also may have

PIPE PLOUGH: Woodside
Offshore Petroleum in Australia

significant adverse effects on people’s health and the
environment. Only a small number of the chemicals in
common use have undergone systematic evaluation
and assessment of their potential health hazards.

The risks of exposure to a chemical are not the same
for all groups in the community. Very young children
and elderly people in particular can have a high risk

potential.

Specialised industries are faci..g
problems with the safe disposal of
chemical wastes and there is an in-
creasing residual buildup of the
toxicity levels in soil, air and water in
some parts of Australia to the
detriment of future generations. A lack
of uniformity between Federal and
State requirements for locally-made
and imported chemicals has made it

difficult to effectively regulate and control chemical
labelling, packaging, transport, storage and end-use
from the viewpoint of maximum safety berdefit to the

community.

GET WELL
CARDS.

“have you got one for a club‘?“_

o

The Advantages of a Good Club: A good club reports the latest
in equipment, literature, legislation, training methods, and dive
areas. A good club provides a place to go, companionship, and a
source of diving buddies and training for newcomers. Clubs organize
public service activities and promote conservation.

Whereas an individual may not be able to afford to rent or charter
expensive gear such as as air compressor or a boat, a club can.

BOOK PUBLISHED IN 19

Underwater Explorers Club of WA

The Underwater Explorers Club is
a large club which has regular under-
water excursions and training days.
ACTIVITIES: Large boats are hired to
take members to venues along the
coast for fishing, wreck exploration,

HOW THE CLUB WAS DESCRIBED IN A

&8 US firm Oceaneering
International has used a new
method of removing and
relucating offshore oil and gas
production platforms to turn a
Marathon Oil rig off the Louisiana
coast into a submerged artificial
reef. The company claims its
method is more efficient, less risky
and results in considerable
savings. The platform was toppled
by explosive charges then floated
horizontally to the surface with
four buoyancy tanks, each 3.6m
diameter and 24.6m long.

has won an award from the
Institution of Engineers in Wastern
Australia for this 340t submarine
pipeline plough. The plough was
used last year to trench 118km of
the North West Shelf for the
1016mm diameter pipeline for
natural gas and liquids. The plough
is 28m long, requires a pulling
force of 400t and incorporates a
computerised data retrieval and
control system, underwater TV
and automatic steering. The
plough has been sold to ETPM of
France and is expected to be used
to trench North Sea pipelines.
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photography, shell hunting. Club has
built an artificial reef near Rottnest
from car tyres. FACILITIES: Club-

. house near Woodman’s Point. Club
owns a Hookah unit and two portable
breathing units. TRAINING: Supplied
by club everv Sunday morning during
summer. MEMBERSHIP: 150. FEES:
Senior $10 and $12, Junior $10 and
$3. Country $5. Boat trips cost mem-
bers $2, non-members $3. season $5.
CONTACT: D. Kennv, 37 Etwell Street,
East Victoria Park 6101.

“Next time yo;l sﬁrt something like that, be sure
you have a double tank!”

Doubts cast
on coastal
engineering

Significant changes in design
against coastal erosion emerged at
an international conference in
Britain last month.

‘For more than a century jetties,
groyne seawalls and other
structures have been built in a
futile effort to trap sand and to
protect beaches’ said Robert
Dolan of the University of Virginia,
in a paper which reflected the
views of many delegates. ‘These
structures . . . have in most cases
caused further problems.
Engineers and planners . . . now
believe that the best method for
beach restoration should not alter
the natural processes. Rebuilding
beaches artificially by replacing
sand lost to the system pgrmits the
natural process to continue
unhampered’ delegates at the ICE
conference in Southampton were
informed.

Several other speakers referred
to the continuing uncertainties of
groyne design, and the trend
towards greater use of ‘beach
nourishment’.

Michael Owen of the Hydraulics
Research Station UK argued for a
new approach to the design of sea
walls, The additional concept of a
‘design storm’ should be
abandoned, he said. Instead, sea
walls should be designed on the
basis of the frequency of
occurrence of given overtopping
discharges, since it was these
which govern the degree of
flooding behind. This radical
change would ‘cut seawall
construction costs substantially,
he claimed, although much more
effort would be needed at all
stages of design.
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